
Powers and Responsibilities of the County Mayor 
 

Miami-Dade County Home Rule Charter, Section 2.02 

 

The Mayor shall serve as head of the county government with the following specific 

powers and responsibilities: 

 

A. The Mayor shall be responsible for the management of all administrative departments 

of the County government and for carrying out policies adopted by the Commission. 

The Mayor, or such other persons who may be designated by the Mayor, shall execute 

contracts and other instruments, and sign bonds and other evidences of indebtedness. 

The Mayor shall serve as the head of the County for emergency management purposes. 

 

B. The Mayor shall have the right to attend and be heard at any regular or special open 

session meeting of the Commission, but not the right to vote at such meetings. 

 

C. Unless otherwise provided by this Charter, the Mayor shall have the power to appoint 

all department directors of the administrative departments of the County. Appointment 

of these department directors shall become effective unless disapproved by a two-thirds 

majority of those Commissioners then in office at the Commission's next regularly 

scheduled meeting. The Mayor shall also have the right to suspend, reprimand, remove, 

or discharge any administrative department director, with or without cause. 

 

D. The Mayor shall within ten days of final adoption by the Commission, have veto 

authority over any legislative, quasi-judicial, zoning, master plan or land use decision 

of the Commission, including the budget or any particular component contained therein 

which was approved by the Commission; provided, however, that (1) if any revenue 

item is vetoed, an expenditure item in the same or greater dollar amount must also be 

vetoed and (2) the Mayor may not veto the selection of the chairperson or vice-

chairperson of the commission, the enactment of commission committee rules, the 

formation of commission committees, or the appointment of members to commission 

committees. The Commission may at its next regularly scheduled meeting after the veto 

occurs, override that veto by a two-thirds vote of the Commissioners present. 

 

E. The Mayor shall prepare and deliver a report on the state of the county to the people of 

the county between November 1 and January 31 annually. Such report shall be prepared 

after consultation with the Commissioners. 

 

F. The Mayor shall prepare and deliver a budgetary address annually to the people of the 

county in March. Such address shall set forth the Mayor's funding priorities for the 

County. 
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Miami-Dade County Home Rule Charter, Section 5.01 

 

There shall be departments of finance, personnel, planning, law, and such other departments 

as may be established by administrative order of the Mayor. All administrative functions not 

otherwise specifically assigned to others by this Charter shall be performed under the 

supervision of the Mayor. 

 

 

Miami-Dade County Home Rule Charter, Section 5.02 

 

The Mayor shall have the power to issue and place into effect administrative orders, rules, and 

regulations. The organization and operating procedure of administrative departments shall be 

set forth in regulations, which the Mayor shall develop, place into effect by administrative 

orders, and submit to the Board. 

 

 

Miami-Dade County Home Rule Charter, Section 5.03(A)-(B) 

 

A. The department of finance shall be headed by a finance director appointed by the 

Mayor and the Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts. The finance director shall have 

charge of the financial affairs of the county 

 

B. Between June 1 and July 15, the County Mayor should prepare a proposed budget 

containing a complete financial plan, including capital and operating budgets, for the 

ensuing fiscal year. The budget prepared and recommended by the Mayor, shall be 

presented by the Mayor or his or her designee to the Commission on or before the 

Board adopts tentative millage rates for the ensuing fiscal year. A summary of the 

budget shall be published and the Board shall hold hearings on and adopt a budget on 

or before the dates required by law. 

 

 

Miami-Dade County Home Rule Charter, Section 5.05(B) 

 

The Mayor shall appoint a personnel director who shall head the department of personnel and 

whose duty it shall be to administer the personnel and civil service programs and the rules 

governing them. 
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Miami-Dade County Home Rule Charter, Section 5.07 

 

The department of planning shall be headed by a planning director appointed by the Mayor. 

 

 

Miami-Dade County Home Rule Charter, Section 9.01(A) 

 

On May 1, 1958, the following offices are hereby abolished and the powers and functions of such 

offices are hereby transferred to the Mayor, who shall assume all the duties and functions of these 

offices required under the Constitution and general laws of this state: County Tax Collector, 

County Surveyor, County Purchasing Agent, and County Supervisor of Registration. The Mayor 

may delegate to a suitable person or persons the powers and functions of such offices. 

 

 

Miami-Dade County Home Rule Charter, Section 9.01(C) 

 

On November 9, 1966, the Office of Sheriff is hereby abolished and the powers and functions of 

such office are hereby transferred to the Mayor, who shall assume all the duties and functions of 

this office required under the Constitution and general laws of this state. The Mayor may delegate 

to a suitable person or persons the powers and functions of such office. 

 

 

Miami-Dade County Home Rule Charter, Citizen’s Bill of Rights, Section (A)(10) 

 

The County Mayor and County Attorney and each City Manager and City Attorney shall 

periodically make a public status report on all major matters pending or concluded within their 

respective jurisdictions. 

 

 

Miami-Dade County Home Rule Charter, Citizen’s Bill of Rights, Section (A)(11) 

 

In addition to any budget required by state statute, the County Mayor shall prepare a budget 

showing the cost of each program for each budget year. Prior to the County Commission's first 

public hearing on the proposed budget required by state law, the County Mayor shall make 

public a budget summary setting forth the proposed cost of each individual program and 

reflecting all major proposed increases and decreases in funds and personnel for each program, 

the purposes therefore, the estimated millage cost of each program and the amount of any 

contingency and carryover funds for each program. 
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Miami-Dade County Home Rule Charter, Citizen’s Bill of Rights, Section (A)(12) 

 

The County Mayor shall make public a quarterly report showing the actual expenditures during 

the quarter just ended against one quarter of the proposed annual expenditures set forth in the 

budget. Such report shall also reflect the same cumulative information for whatever portion of 

the fiscal year that has elapsed. 

 

 

 


