
























Charter County Transportation System Surtax Review - City of West Miami 
Transportation Surtax Fund

Schedule I

 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

97,324$            18,813$            83,041$            111,275$          166,915$          113,251$          77,307$            26,592$            
27,048              40,777              43,620              48,074              51,048              53,879              450,568            290,993            

-                       -                       -                       -                       -                       11,350              -                              -                              

124,372$          59,590$            126,661$          159,349$          217,963$          178,480$          527,875$          317,585$          

18,333$            -$                     560$                 18,100$            -$                     17,750$            154,478$          15,400$            
97,398              29,240              33,695              29,896              32,303              420                   181,796            204,644            

115,731            29,240              34,255              47,996              32,303              18,170              336,274            220,044            

8,641                30,350              92,406              111,353            185,660            160,310            191,601            97,541              
124,372$          59,590$            126,661$          159,349$          217,963$          178,480$          527,875$          317,585$          

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

167,123$          167,329$          180,093$          202,418$          214,600$          224,057$          235,786$          241,053$          
365                   366                   107                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       

-                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       531,933            211,037            
167,488            167,695            180,200            202,418            214,600            224,057            767,719            452,090            

54,070              55,878              46,316              46,002              47,524              48,581              -                       -                       
22,235              31,754              19,019              17,104              17,368              20,338              -                       -                       
41,919              29,982              25,044              36,988              62,826              44,391              -                       -                       
22,775              10,910              10,303              83,377              12,575              136,097            680,283            343,982            

-                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       128,526            187,794            

16,984              15,711              16,536              -                       -                       -                       14,374              10,574              
3,016                1,751                926                   -                       -                       -                       -                       3,800                

160,999            145,986            118,144            183,471            140,293            249,407            823,183            546,150            
                6,489               21,709               62,056               18,947               74,307              (25,350)              (55,464)              (94,060)

-                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       86,755              -                       
                6,489               21,709               62,056               18,947               74,307              (25,350)               31,291              (94,060)

2,152                8,641                30,350              92,406              111,353            185,660            160,310            191,601            
8,641$              30,350$            92,406$            111,353$          185,660$          160,310$          191,601$          97,541$            

1 In Fiscal Year 2016, the amount includes $79,956 due in Surtax Proceeds, and $211,037 from the State of Florida Department of Transportation, Local Agency Program Agreement Grant.

Statements of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance

Due to Other Funds

Balance Sheets

Cash - Restricted
Accounts Receivable 1

Assets:
Description

As of September 30,

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over Expenditures

Liabilities and Fund Balance:

Due from Other Funds

For Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 

Total Assets

     Principal

Salaries and Wages
Personnel Benefits
Other

Revenues:

Expenditures:

Capital Outlay/Construction in Progress

Description

Liabilities:
Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses 

Source: City of West Miami Audited Financial Statements and General Ledgers

Streets
Debt Service:

These Financial Statements are not complete without the accompanying Independent Auditor's Reports and Notes.

Fund Balance:
Restricted for Transportation

Total Liabilities and Fund Balance

Total Other Financing Sources 

Fund Balance, End of Year

Surtax Proceeds
Interest
Grant Revenues

Net Change in Fund Balance
Fund Balance, Beginning of Year

     Interest



Charter County Transportation System Surtax Review - City of West Miami 
Surtax Proceeds Usage Analysis

Schedule II 

 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

167,123$        167,329$        180,093$        202,418$        214,600$        224,057$        235,786$        241,053$        1,632,459$     
365                 366                 107                 -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      838                 

167,488$        167,695$        180,200$        202,418$        214,600$        224,057$        235,786$        241,053$        1,633,297$     

66,807$          70,892$          73,599$          55,357$          62,904$          58,960$          78,681$          76,892$          544,092$        
-                      (9,184)             -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      (9,184)             

66,807$          61,708$          73,599$          55,357$          62,904$          58,960$          78,681$          76,892$          534,908$        

73,860$          51,816$          97,211$          181,523$        129,379$        225,802$        177,554$        310,397$        1,247,542$     

-                      9,184              -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      9,184              
(61,000)           (61,000)           (61,000)           (61,000)           (61,000)           (61,000)           (61,000)           (61,000)           (488,000)        
12,860$          -$                    36,211$          120,523$        68,379$          164,802$        116,554$        249,397$        768,726$        

66,807$          61,708$          73,599$          55,357$          62,904$          58,960$          78,681$          76,892$          534,908$        
(33,425)           (33,466)           (36,019)           (40,484)           (42,920)           (44,811)           (47,157)           (48,211)           (326,493)        
33,382            28,242            37,580            14,873            19,984            14,149            31,524            28,681            208,415          

(33,382)           (28,242)           (37,580)           (14,873)           (19,984)           (14,149)           (31,524)           (28,681)           (208,415)        
-$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    

12,860$          -$                    36,211$          120,523$        68,379$          164,802$        116,554$        249,397$        768,726$        
33,382            28,242            37,580            14,873            19,984            14,149            31,524            28,681            208,415          

(133,698)        (133,863)        (144,074)        (161,934)        (171,680)        (179,246)        (188,629)        (192,842)        (1,305,966)     
(365)                (366)                (107)                -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      (838)                

(87,821)$        (105,987)$      (70,390)$        (26,538)$        (83,317)$        (295)$              (40,551)$        85,236$          (329,663)$      

96,748$          184,569$        290,556$        360,946$        387,484$        470,801$        471,096$        511,647$        96,748$          
87,821            105,987          70,390            26,538            83,317            295                 40,551            (85,236)           329,663          

184,569$        290,556$        360,946$        387,484$        470,801$        471,096$        511,647$        426,411$        426,411$        

1  At least 20% of the Surtax Proceeds must be used on Transit-related projects, such as circulator buses, and the remaining funds (80%) are earmarked for eligible Transportation projects.

Eligible Transportation Expenditures (Table IV)

Description
Fiscal Year Ended September 30,

All Years
Sources of Funds:

Surtax Proceeds (Schedules I and III)
Interest (Schedule I)

Surtax Uses:

Eligible Transit Expenditures (Table III) 
Less Amounts Used to Meet the Maintenance of Effort (MOE) Requirement

Expenditures Available for Surtax Use

Expenditures Available for Surtax Use

Transit Expenditures Applied to Meet the MOE Requirement
Less MOE 

Expenditures Available for Surtax Use

AMS Analysis:
Transit-Related Expenditures:

Expenditures Available for Surtax Use 
Less 20% Minimum Amount 1

 
Less Amount Applied to Transportation-Related Expenditures

Remaining Unspent Amount

Transportation-Related Expenditures:

Increase (Decrease) In Rollover Amounts
Remaining Unspent Amount

Excess Transit Expenditures Applied
Less Remaining 80% Amount 1

Less Interest
(Increase) Decrease in Rollover Amounts

Analysis of Unspent Rollover:
Beginning Balance, as Restated (Schedule II-A)



Charter County Transportation System Surtax Review - City of West Miami 
Surtax Proceeds Usage Analysis, as Restated 1

Schedule II-A 

 

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
113,307$        173,613$        185,212$        202,961$        194,190$        184,561$        1,053,844$     

26,687$          -$                   2,303$            49,284$          79,713$          88,429$          246,416$        

64,793$          108,549$        124,974$        106,976$        332,482$        216,078$        953,852$        
-                     16,512            15,814            27,685            31,446            31,371            122,828          

(61,000)          (61,000)          (61,000)          (61,000)          (61,000)          (61,000)          (366,000)        
3,793$            64,061$          79,788$          73,661$          302,928$        186,449$        710,680$        

26,687$          -$                   2,303$            49,284$          79,713$          88,429$          246,416$        
(22,661)          (34,723)          (37,042)          (40,592)          (38,838)          (36,912)          (210,768)        

4,026$            (34,723)$        (34,739)$        8,692$            40,875$          51,517$          35,648$          

-$                   (4,026)$          30,697$          65,436$          56,744$          15,869$          -$                   
(4,026)            34,723            34,739            (8,692)            (40,875)          (51,517)          (35,648)          

-                     -                     -                     -                     -                     35,648            35,648            
(4,026)$          30,697$          65,436$          56,744$          15,869$          -$                   -$                   

3,793$            64,061$          79,788$          73,661$          302,928$        186,449$        710,680$        
(90,646)          (138,890)        (148,170)        (162,369)        (155,352)        (147,649)        (843,076)        
(86,853)$        (74,829)$        (68,382)$        (88,708)$        147,576$        38,800$          (132,396)$      

-$                   86,853$          161,682$        230,064$        318,772$        171,196$        -$                   
86,853            74,829            68,382            88,708            (147,576)        (38,800)          132,396          

-                     -                     -                     -                     -                     (35,648)          (35,648)          
86,853$          161,682$        230,064$        318,772$        171,196$        96,748$          96,748$          

1  Amounts have been restated to reflect the impact of CITT Resolution Nos. 09-055  and 15-027 , which allow for the rollover of unspent Surtax funds and carry-forward credits, respectively.
2  See the October 15, 2009 Audit Report for additional details.
3  Due to the change in guidance by OCITT, a portion of the Personnel Costs are determined eligible.  See the Audit Report for additional information.
4  At least 20% of the Surtax Proceeds must be used on Transit-related projects, such as circulator buses, and the remaining funds (80%) are earmarked for eligible Transportation projects.

Increase (Decrease) In Rollover Amounts
Amounts Applied to Reduce the Transportation-Related Rollover Amount

Remaining Unspent Amount

Analysis of Unspent Rollover:
Beginning Balance

Expenditures Available for Surtax Use 
Less 20% Minimum Amount 4

(Increase) Decrease in Rollover Amounts

Eligible Transportation Expenditures 2

Less Maintenance of Effort
Expenditures Available For Surtax Use

AMS Analysis:
Transit-Related Expenditures:

Additional Eligible Maintenance Workers Personnel Costs (Table V) 3

Eligible Transit Expenditures 2

Description
Fiscal Year Ended September 30,

All Years
Surtax Proceeds (Schedule III)

Surtax Uses:

Remaining Unspent Amount

Increase (Decrease) In Rollover Amounts

Transportation-Related Expenditures:
Expenditures Available for Surtax Use
Less Remaining 80% Amount 4

(Increase) Decrease in Rollover Amounts
Analysis of Unspent Rollover:

Beginning Balance

Excess Transit Rollover Credit Amount Applied



Charter County Transportation System Surtax Review
Summary of Payments to Municipalities

Schedule III

 Municipality 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 All Years
City of Miami 1 6,905,410$      10,580,915$    11,208,930$    12,562,541$    12,855,629$    12,574,719$    11,545,439$    11,946,673$    13,113,576$    13,555,331$    14,564,114$    15,424,405$    16,414,208$    16,889,133$    180,141,023$    
City of Hialeah 4,382,718        6,715,483        7,014,990        7,730,686        7,656,151        7,336,976        6,672,306        6,709,589        7,117,975        7,623,497        8,118,432        8,457,199        8,983,772        9,243,159        103,762,933      
City of Miami Beach 1,686,079        2,583,517        2,719,756        3,029,839        3,108,056        2,960,734        2,736,361        2,765,507        2,916,205        2,978,728        3,166,271        3,351,080        3,552,358        3,670,335        41,224,826        
City of North Miami 1,136,965        1,742,129        1,805,505        1,989,253        2,004,095        1,919,328        1,759,840        1,755,291        1,836,714        1,994,866        2,107,503        2,212,494        2,328,969        2,454,241        27,047,193        
City of Miami Gardens 2 -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       10,352,937      3,837,951        3,985,238        4,199,539        4,336,722        26,712,387        
City of Homestead 621,791           952,745           1,051,671        1,208,129        1,275,853        1,387,011        1,681,886        1,747,262        1,809,949        2,053,440        2,204,159        2,354,015        2,519,902        2,669,792        23,537,605        
City of Coral Gables 810,009           1,241,148        1,298,953        1,467,752        1,480,710        1,426,754        1,302,297        1,346,817        1,429,343        1,587,452        1,685,507        1,781,041        1,897,394        1,955,854        20,711,031        
City of North Miami Beach 799,300           1,224,740        1,267,423        1,402,019        1,366,735        1,307,355        1,195,378        1,202,159        1,260,998        1,409,058        1,493,737        1,566,354        1,659,574        1,733,203        18,888,033        
City of Aventura 495,408           759,096           818,788           933,612           947,021           946,296           887,089           912,935           977,774           1,213,562        1,280,248        1,385,071        1,436,028        1,494,036        14,486,964        
Town of Miami Lakes 1 460,331           705,348           737,093           822,002           822,114           876,926           760,175           774,921           810,925           996,347           1,052,533        1,095,293        1,172,205        1,209,319        12,295,532        
City of Doral 2 -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       3,642,653        1,667,049        1,767,800        1,925,900        2,120,606        11,124,008        
Village of Palmetto Bay 459,612           704,246           745,086           824,252           823,908           807,842           734,476           740,194           789,514           794,405           841,373           879,379           930,008           952,951           11,027,246        
Town of Cutler Bay 2, 3 -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       3,886,873        1,453,608        1,541,361        1,643,660        1,721,858        10,247,360        
City of Hialeah Gardens 373,801           572,763           604,331           676,565           681,956           657,921           598,273           615,769           659,652           737,631           780,808           816,410           859,975           904,713           9,540,568          
City of Sunny Isles Beach 293,299           449,411           486,866           548,772           555,020           582,250           547,355           593,184           613,819           706,920           752,852           795,768           834,090           869,990           8,629,596          
Village of Pinecrest 4 361,540           553,977           579,684           639,364           646,631           627,523           14,305             572,099           612,279           618,387           1,205,816        686,122           723,235           737,876           8,578,838          
City of Opa-locka 1 291,102           446,045           468,652           533,416           513,020           497,615           448,435           445,408           480,123           516,448           552,018           580,600           556,122           90,323             6,419,327          
City of Miami Springs 259,738           397,985           412,534           456,196           459,353           440,937           398,334           398,681           421,632           468,600           496,146           522,095           550,052           562,418           6,244,701          
City of Sweetwater 1 270,238           414,075           429,218           472,215           477,595           458,867           418,273           419,090           350,048           368,080           390,842           326,534           275,281           273,778           5,344,134          
City of South Miami 203,889           312,415           323,655           360,476           351,494           338,279           308,347           328,868           357,423           395,573           443,069           504,946           538,750           546,219           5,313,403          
Village of Key Biscayne 202,733           310,644           333,638           369,378           379,639           368,354           333,808           339,806           358,459           418,886           443,069           461,282           489,679           502,197           5,311,572          
Miami Shores Village 197,655           302,860           313,826           346,278           348,437           335,963           301,400           313,310           340,930           345,317           368,810           384,663           408,970           419,557           4,727,976          
City of Florida City 153,748           235,582           254,464           288,454           291,983           295,447           272,056           299,755           320,951           381,591           419,450           440,752           477,906           498,385           4,630,524          
North Bay Village 126,762           194,231           198,770           218,913           215,921           186,169           167,474           200,385           214,742           242,190           263,374           279,848           299,797           314,789           3,123,365          
City of West Miami 113,307           173,613           185,212           202,961           194,190           184,561           167,123           167,329           180,093           202,418           214,600           224,057           235,786           241,053           2,686,303          
Town of Surfside 95,908             146,959           157,799           184,160           144,185           223,419           168,610           170,243           180,473           194,919           206,033           214,832           226,558           229,428           2,543,526          
Town of Bay Harbor Islands 96,989             148,613           155,936           172,145           173,190           167,339           150,306           151,009           160,052           190,982           201,912           214,053           227,105           231,953           2,441,584          
Village of Biscayne Park 62,045             95,070             104,750           117,666           110,586           106,676           97,167             96,222             100,460           103,670           110,094           115,264           122,506           125,900           1,468,076          
Bal Harbour Village 62,707             96,085             99,550             112,832           105,834           95,526             89,285             97,016             104,292           85,278             89,667             110,690           113,983           114,472           1,377,217          
Village of Virginia Gardens 44,592             68,325             70,576             77,979             78,619             76,184             68,729             67,579             71,151             80,594             85,654             89,044             94,354             96,229             1,069,609          
Village of El Portal 1 47,795             73,232             76,045             84,400             84,367             82,000             73,663             73,579             77,875             78,896             83,900             87,815             88,880             6,467               1,018,914          
Town of Medley 21,186             32,464             33,963             37,170             37,616             41,385             33,052             33,111             35,277             28,436             29,889             31,913             33,823             34,442             463,727             
Town of Golden Beach 1 17,511             26,830             27,952             32,999             24,732             7,016               37,226             27,846             29,686             31,187             33,042             34,366             35,427             36,766             402,586             
Indian Creek Village 5 625                  955                  931                  1,093               -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       3,604                 
 21,054,793$    32,261,501$    33,986,547$    37,903,517$    38,214,640$    37,317,372$    33,968,468$    35,311,637$    37,732,390$    58,285,152$    50,643,530$    52,721,784$    55,855,796$    57,288,164$    582,545,291$    

Source:  Office of the Citizens' Independent Transportation Trust (OCITT) and the County's Financial Accounting Management Information System
1  Amounts are net of withholdings of $76,553 from the Town of Miami Lakes, $983,000 from the City of Sweetwater, $21,058 from the Town of Golden Beach, $658,577 from the City of Opa-locka, $276,000 from the City of Miami, and $84,069 from the Village of El Portal, due to specific instances of noncompliance.
2  Pursuant to the respective Interlocal and/or Settlement Agreements, these Municipalities, which were incorporated after November 2002, are receiving a share of the County's Surtax Proceeds consistent with the other Municipal distributions.
3  As per OCITT, Municipality received $3,000 in excess of amounts due for Fiscal Year (FY) 2012, which was corrected in FY 2013.
4  Amount in 2009 is net of $551,589 returned by the Village of Pinecrest for their unspent Transit portion of funding as of September 30, 2007.  In FY 2013, OCITT returned the monies to the Village.
5  A total of $25,648 has been withheld from Indian Creek Village, at their request, since FY 2007.

 Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 
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Charter County Transportation System Surtax Review – City of West Miami  
Status of Prior Audit Findings 1 

 

 
 

Finding  Recommendation Auditee Response Current Status 
General Fund Support 
The City of West Miami (West Miami) 
claimed $14,000 as its Fiscal Year (FY) 2002 
Maintenance of Effort (MOE), however, our 
review disclosed the amount should be 
$61,000. 

Require West Miami certify the 
corrected MOE of $61,000 within 30 
days. 

The corrected MOE will be reported. Resolved 

Use of Surtax Proceeds 
West Miami claimed $1.08 million in Transit 
and Transportation-related expenditures.  
During the audit, an additional $389,318 in 
qualifying expenditures were identified.  
Using the corrected MOE, and adjusting for 
ineligible expenditures, our review disclosed 
the City was unable to expend $435,527 in 
Transit and Transportation-related Surtax 
Proceeds. 
 

Recapture $435,527, or allow rollover in 
subsequent periods as stated in Citizens’ 
Independent Transportation Trust 
(CITT) guidelines. 

Aside from the Interlocal Agreement 
(that does not specify the eligibility of the 
use of Surtax Dollars), there have been 
no formal rules to our knowledge on the 
use of said funds.  We have operated 
under the submitted and accepted Five-
Year Transportation Plan, amendments, 
and changes. 
 

Partially Resolved 
After applying changes pursuant to 
revised OCITT guidelines, as well as 
CITT Resolution Nos. 09-055 and 
15-027, the City has $426,411 in 
unspent Transportation-related 
Surtax Proceeds as of September 30, 
2016.  See Pages 4 - 6 of the Audit 
Report. 
 

Certification and Reporting Requirements  
The City did not submit annual reports for 
qualifying expenditures, Certification 
Letters, and the FY 2004 Five-Year 
Transportation Plan. 

The City should submit all delinquent 
reports to Office of the Citizens’ 
Independent Transportation Trust 
(OCITT) as required. 

The City has submitted to OCITT the 
required annual reports.  If additional 
reports are or have been due, the City has 
never been notified of any new reporting 
requirements. 
 

Partially Resolved 
The City submitted all required 
reports, albeit late in certain 
instances.  See Page 5 of the Audit 
Report. 

Signage  
We found no evidence of signage on the 
existing Community Shuttle Buses that the 
program was funded by Surtax Proceeds. 

The City should comply with the signage 
requirement. 

The City has ordered signage in an effort 
to comply. 

Resolved 
 

1 For the full text, see the October 15, 2009 Audit Report.   



Date: 

To: 

From: 

June 22, 2009 

Honorable Rebeca Sosa 
County CoIZnun· i ner 

George M. ur V"\ !'--
County Man r 1 

M d MIAMl·9 emo ran um timmiiiiii' 

Subject: Municipalities Receiving Charter County Transit System Surtax Funding -
Allowable Landscaping Expenditures 

This memorandum addresses your question regarding the use of Charter County Transit System 
Surtax (Transit Surtax) funds for landscaping expenditures. As you know, the Office of the 
Citizens' Independent Transportation Trust (OCITT) oversees the administration of the Transit 
Surtax under the supervision of the Citizens' Independent Transportation Trust. Municipalities 
receiving Transit Surtax monies must expend those funds on eligible Transit and Transportation 
projects, in accordance with laws, regulations and administrative guidelines expressed in Florida 
Statutes Section 212.055(1), Miami-Dade County Ordinance No. 02-116, and the respective 
Interlocal Agreements executed with the OCITT. 

While landscaping expenditures are not addressed in the referenced Florida Statues or Miami­
Dade County Ordinance, the OCITT formally issued guidance on the eligibility of these costs 
during a May 2004 Workshop attended by municipal representatives (Attaclunent I). Based 
upon that guidance, landscaping costs are eligible for Transit Surtax funding only when plantings 
are part ofroadway improvement projects. Thus, the routine maintenance of swales and medians 
are not eligible for Transit Surtax funding. We understand these guidelines were developed in 
consultation with the Office of the County Attorney. 

If you have any further questions, please contact Cathy Jackson, Director of the Audit and 
Management Services Department, at 305-349-6100 or Charles Scurr, Executive Director of the 
OCITT, at 305-375-1357. 

CJ:ag 

Attaclunent 

c: Honorable Chairman Dennis C. Moss and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
Chairperson Linda Zilber and Members, Citizens' Independent Transportation Trust 
Susanne M. Torriente, Chief Assistant County Manager 
Y sela Llort, Assistant County Manager 
Charles D. Scurr, Executive Director, OCITT 
Bruce· Libhaber, Assistant County Attorney 
Cathy Jackson, Director, Audit and Management Services Department 
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Attachment I 

MUNICIPAL Q&A : 
May2004 

ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES \ I 
1) What is defined as a "transit improvement project?" A transit improvement is defined as 

bus service and related amenities, such as the operation and maintenance of transit service, 
bus purl-out bays, bu$ shelters, bus benches, and bus stops. Consultant services for transit 
planning as well as other related transit administrative expen~es are eligible. 

2) What is defined as a "transit service"? A fixed route. ;This term is applied to a transit 
service that is regularly scheduled and operates over a set rc>,ute. 

3) Does the cost of city personnel associated with transportation improvements count 
toward baseline expenses (e.g. charging a portion of th~ Public Works Director's time 
spent on PTP transportation projects)? Can funds from~ the transit surtax be used to 
pay for the costs of city staff that are hired to perform street maintenance duties (such 
as repairing pot holes, etc.). Yes - as long as it is for ~nhanced services and eligible 
transportation and transit expenses. ! 

4) Where and when can the instaUation or repair of sidewaiks be regarded as an eligible 
project? If the construction or repair of a sidewalk is parf of a larger road improvement 
project, or if the installation is necessary to provide accessibility (ADA) to a bus stop, then it is 
eligible to be funded from surtax. proceeds. The installatiqn, repair or maintenance of a 
sidewalk cannot be done when not part of a road impi,ovement project, or when not 
associated with bus stop accessibility. ff during the construcf(on or maintenance of a road or 
bridge, a sidewalk is damaged or needs to be removed, that ~idewa/k may be repaired and/or 
replaced with surtax funds. A bus stop sidewalk improvement project is funaed from the 20 
percent transit portion. A sidewalk that i$ part of a road impf;ovement project is funded from 
the 80 percent transportation portion. Please contact your municipal liaison for a list of bus 
stops within your municipality that require ADA compliance re~rofft. 

5) Are landscaping and irrigation allowed under PTP fundi~g guidelines? Landscaping is 
not an acceptable use of surtax funds, unless it is palf of a roadway improvement. 
Specifically, if in the process of constructing or maintaining a !pad or bridge, trees must be 
removed, then surtax funds may be utilized to restore or replant. Landscaping as a Stand 
Alone Projec~ not related to a road improvement project (e.g. for beautification), is not eligible 
for surtax funding. 

6) Are bikepaths and/or greenways an eligible expenditufe? Bicycle paths which run 
alongside and connect to roads and/or a rapid transit systeri/ are acceptable transportation 
uses of surtax funds. Bicycle paths which run along th~ beach or in a park are not 
acceptable uses of surtax funds. · 

7) Are vanpools an el!gible expenditure? No. Van Pools are ~oi an acceptable use of surtax 
funds, since they are not part of a bus or rapid transit system, nor do they constitute 
construction, operation, or maintenance of a road or bridge. : · 

8) Ar,e .street furniture (beoc.hes, trashcans, tree grates) elig!ble? Benches af!d shelters at 
bus stops· are an .acceptable transit purpose under the ·state ~statute and county ordinance. 
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However, street furniture which is not located at bus stops i~. not an acceptable use of surtax 
funds. : 

9) Are bus shelters for schoolbus pickup/dropoff points eligible? Are busbays for school 
buses eligible? Can school buses be purchased to tr~nsport children? If yes, from 
tran.sit or transportation funds? No. Florida statute 316.003 hss clear, separate, and 
distinct definitions for a bus and school bus. Therefore, wh$ Florida Statute and the County 
Ordinance make reference to a b'us·or bus system, it does nqt include school buses or school 
bus amenities. As such, the purchase of school buses, school bus benches, school bus 
pullout bays, etc., are not legally acceptable uses of surtax tU,nds. 

10)1s the painting and/or maintenance of traffic light mast ~rms, benches and light poles 
an eligible expense? The maintenance of benches, assumi~g they are located at transit bus 
stops, is an acceptable use of surtax funds and would co(1stitute a transit purpose. The 
maintenance of traffic fight mast arms is an acceptable traljsportation project. Light Poles, 
assuming they are placed to light a road, are an acceptable tt;ansportation purpose. 

:· 

11 )What type of signage is eligible for funding? Miami-Dade County Public Works 
Department is responsible for maintaining the county's traffic and street signs on county 
roads/right-of-ways. However, municipalities may utilize tf.Jeir surlax proceeds from their 
transportation share for street signs. Entrance feature signs (e.g. "Welcome to .... n) and other 
non-transit related directional signs are not eligible for surtax (unding. 

12)Equipment, such as streetsweepers, backhoe, crewcab, [swale and ROW maintenance 
equipment, asphalt spreader, bulldozer excavator, aspnal.t milling machine, grader, 
wheel loader, low flow planer, dump truck, street pres!sur~ washer, storm drainage 
vacuum cleaner, portable su~tion pump, eligible expe*1ditures? The procurement of 
maihtenance equipment, ff used for the repair and/or maintef!ance of roads, is ·an acceptable 
transportation use of surtax use. Equipment utilized for irrigaffon and/or drainage along roads 
is an acceptable transportation program for the use of surtax funds. 

I REPORTING CRITERIA I 
13)What time period should the Municipal Transportation Pl~n cover? fs the baseline year 

FY 01-02 considered the first year of the 5-year transport~tion plan? No, the first year of 
the plan is FY 02-03; the Transportation Pian covers acti\tities beginning in i=Y 02-03 through 
FY 06-07. In order to have uniformity and consistency in repqrting the transportation plans, a 
boilerplate has been developed for your convenience. A sample may be downloaded from 
trafflcrelief.com. A sample, along with instructions, are included in your Guidebook. The five 
year transportation plan is for the period between FY02-03 thrp FY06-07. 

14)Who can assist me with developing my transportation! plan? A municipality may 
exercise one. of the following options: (1) Utilize the County'$ contract to access one of the 
three firms t~at have already bee_n approved by the C/punty's Metropolitan _Pfann;ng 
Organization; (2) contact OCITT's fT!!lnicipaJ liaison to assist with basic technical guestions in 
the preparation of your plan; or (3) utilize surlax proceeds (8Q% transportation share) to hire 
a consµftant or an employee. t9 deve_lop and maintain their plan. 

15)Define fiscal year. From October 1 - September 30 
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1 S)We already applied some surtax funds in September 2003 for the purchase of road 
grading and paving equipment. Under the five year pf ari, under which fiscal year does 
this fall? Projects should be listed/budgeted in the Five Y.ear Transportation Plan utilizing 
the County's fiscal calendar (i.e. October 1 thru September 3p}. 

17) If a city operates on a different fiscal year than the counfy, which should be used when 
submitting transportation plans? Plans must be submittep using the county's fiscal year.· 
The budgetary process and submissions are based on ttie county's budget year; while 

. audited financial statements would be based on the municipcijity's actual fiscal year. 
: 

18)Can a municipality modify their transportation plans atte,r they have been submitted to 
the CITT? Although an amendmenVchange to the plan ~ay be presented anytime during 
the fiscal year, annual updates of the five year transportation plan are required, whether 
changes occur or not, by June 1st of each year. j 

I MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT ! 
19)What level of maintenance of effort is requir~d by municipalities? Per 

County Ordinance 02-116 {i), states that muniCipalities are to ((continue to provide the same 
level of general fund support for transportation that is in their FY 2001..02 budget in 
subsequent Fiscal Years. n . 

20)Are there exceptions to the required level of Maintenanc~ of Effort? In the case where 
surplus funds were transferred for a project tha~ was not comp~eted. and, 
subsequently, the surplus has been transferred back? Th~ FY 01-02 is the base year, the 
·ordinance (02-116) does· not allow for exceptions for cci/culating the required level of 
Ma;ntenance of Effort. : · 

21)1s the FY.2002 level of effort ~m.ou.nt based on what was ~ctually spent in 2~02,_ or what 
was originally budgeted? Per County Ordinance and a$ agreed upon in the Jnterfocal 
Agreement, the Maintenance of Effort is based on what was '~budgeted'' for FY01-021 and not 
what was expended. i 

22)1s it enough for a city to have begun a study to examine!ways to accomplish the 20% 
expenditure, (like the development of a·circulator system)? Yes, as long as the balance 
is encumbered under a contractual agreement. ! 

I GENERAL INFORMATION I 
23)Can a municipality use its People's Transportation Pl~n dollars as collateral for a 

municipal bond? Yes, as long as the municipality can proviqe documentation reg~rding. the 
bonding of surtax revenues. The· projects that will be funded must be clearly identified in the 
municipal transportation plan. ~ 

24)Can a municipaiity rollover its transit. share (~0%) of surt~ funds? No. The 20% that 
must be spend ·on transit activities must be spent within the.. fiscal year that it is received. 
However,. a municipality may encumber the mon.ies through!contractuaf agreem~nt. Each 
municipality shall.be required to.apply at least 20% of their share of surtax proceeds towards 
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transit, such as bus service, bus pullout bays, sheltersl and any other transit-related 
infrastructure. Any municipality that cannot apply the 20fc portion of surtax proceeds it 
rec~ives may contract with the County for the County to apply such proceeds on a County 
pry1ect that enhances traffic mobility within the city and imfrlediately adjacent areas. If the 
city cannot expend such proceeds in accordance with the established criteria, proceeds shall 
be carried over and added to the overall portion of the surtax!proceeds to be distributed to the 
cities 'in the ensuring year and shall be utilized solely for theitransit uses enumerated herein. 
Municipalities can ·tJtitize more than 20% on transit seNices. ! · · · 

25)When a municipality spends more than the 20% allowecil for transit projects in earlier 
years, is it obligat~ to meet the 20% requirement ~n later years? Yes. County 
Ordinance No. 02-116 requires that the municipalities allocate 20% of their distribution 
annuallv. on transit projects. The 20% J's a minimum level of expenditure, not a maximum. The 
ordinance further explains that the 20% transit portion must b~ expended (or encumbered) by 
the end of the [fiscal] year, or the unexpended portion will! revert to the municipal pot for 
redistribution. The 20% expenditure can include debt payments on financing ref a ting to 
eligible transit improvements. : 

26)Can a municipality rollover its transportation share (80%} of surtax funds? Yes. Unlike 
the 20% of transit share of surtax proceeds, the 80% transportation portion may be carried 
over to the following fiscal year(s). 

27)Given the municipalities for the most p~rt did not r~ceive their share of surtax 
proceeds until July/August 2003, will the transit portion :of these funds be allowed to 
rollover to FY03-04? Yes, given the limited time municipalities had to develop their 
transportation plan, the transit portion will be allowed to rolloV,er over to FY 03-04. However, 
these "transit" funds, as well as the percentage of "transif' fu{lds allocated in FY 03-04 must 
be expended or encumbered prior to the end of the fiscal yeal or those funds will revert to the 
mun;cipal pool. : 

28)When did the County distribute the first surtax proceeds ~o the municipalit~es? The first 
receipt was on April 1st for January collections. The first distrfbution was to Hialeah on June 
12th for January through Marth collections followed by a tr?nsfer to all Municipalities with 
completed inter/ocat agreements and ACH forms on July f9th for January through April 
collecuons. i 

.f 9.) How will cities ha11dle the annual audits:?. City auditors ar~ required to review appf;caple 
resolutions, ordinances and contracts (lnterlocal Agreement) i relating to this funding source 
as part of annual audit requirement to ensure comptiahce. :rhe audits wifl be reviewed to 
make sure the cities comply with this agreement. : 

30)What are the requirements for minority and small busin~ss participation compliance 
on PTP funded municipal projects? There are no particip~tion requirements if municipal 
projects are funded exclusively from municipal and surtax funds. · · 

31)Are there all~wances for cities that have a large daytim~ population but stilf have a 
. small residential population? No. The municipal dis_tributfon formula was established at the 

time the ordinance was approved. It is a pro rata, population based formula. 
4 



Appendix II

Toledo, Nestor (CITn 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Libhaber, Bruce (CAO) 
Friday, August 18, 2017 11:21 AM 
Toledo, Nestor (CITT) 
Scurr, Charles (CITT); Amaro, Marlene (CITD; Gonzalez, Miguel (CAO); Alfonso, Annery 
(CAO) 
RE: Landscaping and roadway maintenance 

Consistent with the state statue and County ordinance, surtax funds may be used for the maintenance and operation 
roads and bridges. If your inquiry related to landscaping of traffic circles, medians, and features related to the operation 
of a road or bridge then said expenses are eligible to be paid for with surtax funds. The same would apply for 
irrigation/drainage. If the irrigation/drainage applies to the maintenance and operation of a road, then it is an eligible 
expense. If the landscaping/irrigation/drainage is being performed for a purpose other than as related to roads or 
bridges (i.e. parks), then it would not be eligible to be paid for with surtax funds. 

If you have any further questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 
Bruce Libhaber 
Assistant County Attorney 

From: Toledo, Nestor (CITI) 
Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2017 1:10 PM 
To: Libhaber, Bruce (CAO) <Bruce.Libhaber@miamidade.gov> 
Subject: Landscaping and roadway maintenance 

Bruce: 

Please give me a call when you have a minute. As per our recent conversation, I want to confirm that surtax funds may 
be use for landscaping, maintenance, equipment to maintain landscaping, irrigation, etc. on roadway project that were 
funded by the PTP surtax. 

Again, please give me a call so I can draft the appropriate language on our municipal guidelines (Q&A). 

Thanks 
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