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CLERK’S OFFICIAL MINUTES 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ZONING HEARING 

July 21, 2011 
 
 
The Board of County Commissioners (BCC) met in regular session on Thursday, July 21, 
2011, in the County Commission Chambers on the second floor of the Stephen P. Clark 
Government Center, 111 N.W. First Street, Miami, Florida at 9:30 a.m., there being 
present Chairman Martinez, Vice-Chairwoman Edmonson, and Commissioners Barreiro, 
Bell, Bovo, Diaz, Jordan, Monestime, Moss, Souto, and Suarez; (Commissioners 
Heyman and Sosa were absent). 
 
The following staff members were also present:  Assistant County Attorneys Craig Coller 
and Dennis Kerbel; Department of Planning and Zoning Director Marc LaFerrier and 
Assistant Director Grisel Rodriguez; and Deputy Clerks Doris Dickens and Mary Smith-
York. 
 
Chairman Martinez called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and asked everyone to join 
in a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mr. Marc LaFerrier, Department of Planning & Zoning Director, noted today’s (7/21) 
proceedings consisted of a Zoning Hearing and a Comprehensive Development Master 
Plan (CDMP) Hearing.  He advised that the BCC Chair requested the Zoning Items be 
heard first, followed by a combined hearing for the Zoning and CDMP amendment for 
South Florida Stadium, L.L.C.   
 
Assistant County Attorney Craig Coller stated for the record, that at the previous hearing, 
the public hearing was closed and the votes for both items were tied; therefore, the Board 
only needed to vote on the items today.  
 
THE CLERK SWORE IN ALL WITNESSES AND OFFICIAL TRANSLATORS 
PRIOR TO PRESENTING TESTIMONY OR INTERPRETATION OF QUESTIONS 
ASKED AND TESTIMONY GIVEN. 
 
Mr. LaFerrier announced that, in accordance with the Code of Miami-Dade County, all 
items on today’s (7/21) zoning agenda were legally advertised in the newspapers, notices 
were mailed, and the properties posted within the prescribed timeframes. He read into the 
record the parliamentary procedures to be followed during today’s Zoning procedures, 
and noted additional copies of the agenda were available in the Chambers.  Mr. LaFerrier 
then stated for into the record the purpose for today’s CDMP hearing was for the 
Commission to take final action on the Dolphin Center Property, L.L.C. Application to 
amend the Comprehensive Development Master Plan.  The final action can be to adopt, 
adopt with changes, or deny the application, where such action will be taken by 
ordinance.  The Board previously approved this application on first reading at their 
transmittal hearing on March 3, 2011.  Subsequent to the transmittal hearing, The Florida 
Department of Community Affairs issued its Objections, Recommendations, and 
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Comments Report, in which it did not object to the Application.  The Department of 
Planning and Zoning’s final recommendation is to adopt as transmitted with acceptance 
of the proffered declarations and restrictions.  The public hearing procedure today is that 
the CDMP and Zoning hearings for this application can be combines into one hearing and 
allow for the combined presentations by the staff and applicant, and for public comment.  
The Board would then consider individual motions and actions for the CDMP item 
followed by the Zoning item.  Approval of the Zoning Application will be contingent 
upon the approval of the CDMP ordinance and after the effective date of the ordinance.   
 
Assistant County Attorney Craig Coller read the title of the CDMP Item, Substitute 
Special Item No. 1, into the record. 
 
The Board proceeded to consider the Zoning Hearing agenda. 
 
ITEM A.  SANTA FE HACIENDAS LLC & CEMEX CONSTRUCTION 

MATERIALS FLORIDA, LLC. (11-3-CC-2/09-176) 
 
Mr. LaFerrier read the title of the foregoing application into the record and advised that 
this item was heard at the last Zoning hearing, resulted in a tie vote and deferred to 
today’s meeting.  He noted this was a request for unusual use and lake excavation, for 
which there were 191 protests and 518 waivers.  Mr. LaFerrier stated that two days ago 
he received a revised proffered covenant from the Applicant and that he also received a 
letter from Everglades National Parks regarding the proposed lake excavation. 
 
Assistant County Attorney Coller advised that the Board would need to reopen the public 
hearing for purposes of acceptance of the revised covenant and the letter from the 
Everglades National Park, which were received subsequent to the closing of the public 
hearing.  He noted this would give the objectors an opportunity to respond to those 
documents. 
 
Vice-Chairwoman Edmonson stated for the record, that she was briefed on and had 
reviewed the transcripts from the last Zoning Hearing. 
 
Commissioner Bell presented and moved a resolution to approve the foregoing proposed 
application as presented.  This motion was seconded by Commissioner Barreiro, and 
upon being put to a vote, resulted in a tie vote due to failure to achieve nine (9) votes and 
consequently deferred to the next BCC Zoning Hearing on October 6, 2011. 
 
In response to Commissioner Barreiro’s inquiry regarding introducing the revised 
covenant and letter from Everglades National Park into the record, Mr. Coller advised 
that the Board could vote to open the public hearing for purposes of receiving those items 
and deferring them to the next meeting. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Barreiro that the Board accept the revised covenant 
and the letter from Everglades National Park.  This motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Bell, followed by discussion. 
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In response to Commissioner Moss’ question of how long this process would last, Mr. 
Coller advised that the code currently provided that if a super majority vote was not 
achieved, the vote would be deemed a tie, unless there was a motion to deny.  He stated 
this process would continue until a super majority vote was reached or a motion was 
made to deny the application.  Mr. Coller confirmed Commissioner Moss’ comment that 
the acceptance of the two items would allow for a public hearing at the next meeting. 
 
Chairman Martinez pointed out that the public hearing could be limited to discussion on 
only the two newly accepted items. 
 
There being no further questions or comments, the motion to accept the revised 
covenant and the letter from Everglades National Park was put to a vote and passed 
by a vote of  11-0 (Commissioners Heyman and Sosa were absent). 
 
Subsequently, it was moved by Vice Chairwoman Edmonson that Application A. 
Santa Fe Haciendas, LLC be deferred to October 6, 2011.  This motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Diaz, and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 
11-0 (Commissioners Heyman and Sosa were absent). 
 
In response to Commissioner Bell’s concern regarding the need to conduct a public 
hearing to discuss documents that could easily be accessed through a public records 
request, Chairman Martinez explained that issues had surfaced regarding the subject 
documents. 
 
ITEM B.  ARCHIMEDEAN PROPERTIES, LLC. (11-6-CC-1/08-175)  
 
Mr. LaFerrier read the title of the foregoing application into the record and advised that 
this item was heard at the last Zoning hearing, resulted in a tie vote and deferred to 
today’s meeting.  He noted Application B. had received zero protests and 52 waivers. 
 
Chairman Martinez opened the public hearing and called forth Mr. DeGrandy and Mr. 
Gibbs to place their comments on the record. 
 
Mr. Miguel De Grandy, 800 Douglas Road, Coral Gables, representing the Applicant, 
appeared before the Board and announced that Archimedean Properties LLC was 
working with the neighbors pursuant to Commissioner Souto’s policy, and had met 
several times with Mr. Gibbs.  He advised that the neighbors now supported the 
application and read into the record the following modifications to the application: 1) 
withdrawal of the request to have 24 special events each year and insertion of request for 
12 events each year; and 2) extension of the phasing schedule to five years. 
 
Mr. Tucker Gibbs, attorney representing the Bird-Kendall Homeowners Association, 
appeared before the Board and expressed support for Zoning Application B. 
 
Seeing no other persons wishing to be heard, Chairman Martinez closed the public 
hearing. 



July 21, 2011 Board of County Commissioners Zoning Hearing Page 4 of 8 
  
 

 
Commissioner Souto presented and moved a resolution to approve Application No. 
B: with acceptance of the revised proffered covenant.   This motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Diaz, and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 11-0 
(Commissioners Heyman and Sosa were absent).  
  
The foregoing resolution was adopted by the Board and set forth in the Record of 
Resolutions and assigned Resolution #Z-07-11. 
 
 
ITEM 1.  SOUTH FLORIDA STADIUM, LLC ET AL (11-7-CC-1/10-149) 
 
Mr. LaFerrier announced that the Zoning hearing for Item No. 1, South Florida Stadium, 
LLC, would be combined with the Comprehensive Development Master Plan (CDMP) 
hearing for Special Item No. 1, and that the CDMP Item needed to be acted upon first.  
He explained that CDMP Special Item No. 1 was to amend the CDMP land use map from 
office residential to business and office to provide for the amusement park use, and that 
Zoning Item No. 1 was to request Unusual Use to also allow the proposed amusement 
park, to amend the Development of Regional Impact (DRI), and to allow a Special 
Exception on spacing requirements for the nearby schools. 
 
Mr. LaFerrier advised that staff recommended approval of both, CDMP and Zoning 
items, and that no comments were received from the State of Florida on the Objections, 
Recommendations and Comments Report (ORC).  He advised that the applicants were 
prepared to make their presentations. 
 
(PLEASE SEE CDMP REPORT UNDER THE JULY 21, 2011, BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT MASTER PLAN 
MEETING, LEGISTAR MEETING KEY 3091; SUBSTITUTE SPECIAL ITEM NO. 1; 
LEGISLATIVE FILE NO. 111374) 
 
Following the Board’s action pertaining to the Comprehensive Development Master Plan 
portion of today’s proceedings, the Board commenced consideration of Zoning Item 1. 
 
Assistant County Attorney Craig Coller clarified Commissioner Jordan’s requested 
amendment was to include language providing that a 25 percent aspiration goal be 
attained with District 1 residents.  He noted Commissioner Jordan also requested an 
amendment providing that the applicant provide quarterly reports on all activities, from 
the construction phase to the issuance of the Certificate of Use (CU). 
 
In response to Chairman Martinez’ inquiry of whether the hiring aspiration goal could be 
met by only District 1 residents, Mr. Coller reiterated Commissioner Jordan’s request. 
 
Commissioner Jordan pointed out that it was common practice to ensure residents from 
the district where projects were being developed would be hired.   
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Mr. Coller clarified the proposed amendment to Item 1 would change the hours of 
operation for the sale of alcoholic beverages on Sundays to 11:30 a.m. rather than 9:00 
a.m.   
 
In response to Assistant County Attorney Coller’s concern regarding the requested 
commitment regarding the lighting, Commissioner Jordan noted this information was 
sufficient as stated into the record. 
 
Upon hearing Commissioner Diaz’ inquiry of whether a requirement for only local area 
participation existed for the Marlins Stadium, Mr. Coller requested time to research and 
come back with an answer. 
 
In response to Commissioner Diaz’ inquiry, Chairman Martinez clarified that stipulations 
were always included hiring/training of local area residents during the construction phase 
of the capital improvement part.  He noted he supported this process; however, he 
expressed concern with this process being expanded to later include employment. 
 
Commissioner Moss commented that the requirement that the 25 percent aspiration goal 
consist of the people in that district was reasonable, pointing out that 75 percent of the 
employment opportunities remained available to anyone else.   
 
Attorney Joseph Goldstein, 701 Brickell Avenue, Miami, representing the Applicant, 
appeared before the Board and advised that he fully anticipated submitting quarterly 
reports reflecting where every participant was from.  He also emphasized the importance 
of transparency in the organization’s annual report.  In response to Vice Chairwoman 
Edmonson’s question of commitment, Mr. Goldstein stated he was committing to an 
aspiration goal of 25 percent and, more importantly, reporting all activities to the County 
Commission what they were doing. 
 
Assistant County Attorney Coller advised that the Board should modify, Request No. 9, 
in the foregoing proposed application, to change the time for the sale of alcohol from 
9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
 
In response to Vice Chairwoman Edmonson’s recollection of the City of Miami 
stipulating that a percentage of its residents be given priority in the hiring process for the 
Marlins Stadium, Chairman Martinez explained that the Marlins Stadium was a joint 
project. 
 
Pursuant to Commissioner Diaz’ previous request for clarification regarding local 
participation, Mr. Coller informed Commission members that a colleague was en route to 
provide the requested information. 
 
Commissioner Diaz explained that he requested clarification so he would be informed 
regarding projects in his Commission District (Dist. 12); however, he was not opposed to 
the requirement of 25 percent participation from local residents. 
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In response to Commissioner Suarez’ inquiry regarding Mr. Goldstein’s statement that 
the total gross revenue from the sale of food would exceed that of liquor, Mr. Goldstein 
clarified that he meant that the sale of liquor must always be in conjunction with the sale 
of food. 
 
There being no further questions or comments, the Board proceeded to vote. 
 
Commissioner Jordan presented and moved a resolution to approve the 
Development of Regional Impact Amended Development Order: Requests 1, 2, and 
3. subject to Condition Number 20, as provided in the Miami-Dade County 
Department of Planning & Zoning Recommendation to the Developmental Impact 
Committee (DIC), as amended to include development of an aspiration goal to 
ensure 25 percent of the employees were from District 1 during the development 
and construction phases, and to provide quarterly progress reports.  This motion 
was seconded by Chairman Martinez, and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote 
of 11-0 (Commissioners Heyman and Sosa were absent). 
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted by the Board and set forth in the Record of 
Resolutions and assigned Resolution #Z- 08-11 
 
Subsequently, Commissioner Jordan presented and moved a resolution to approve 
Application No. 1 as amended to change the hours reflected for the sale of alcoholic 
beverages on Sundays to 11:30 a.m., rather than 9:00 a.m.  This motion was 
seconded by Chairman Martinez, and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 
11-0 (Commissioners Heyman and Sosa were absent). 
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted by the Board and set forth in the Record of 
Resolutions and assigned Resolution #Z- 09-11 
 
 
ITEM 2. FONTAINBLEU LAKES, LLC & FONTAINEBLEAU SINGL  

FAMILY HOMES WEST, LLC (11-7-CC-2/10/188) 
 
Mr. LaFerrier read the title of the foregoing application into the record and advised that 
this application was a request for rezoning from RU-4M and GU to PAD Planned Area 
Development, and that one (1) protest and zero waivers were received. 
 
Mr. Felix Lasarte, 3470 N.W. 82nd Avenue, Miami, representing the applicant appeared 
before the Board and spoke in support of Application No. 2.  He explained that this was a 
request to reduce the density from a 600 unit multi-family and townhouse development to 
a single-family development at half the density.  Mr. Lasarte stated that the infrastructure 
was there and it would not impact public service and facilities.  He presented a video 
showing how the development would appear upon completion. 
 
Chairman Martinez opened the public hearing and called for persons wishing to be heard.  
The following individuals appeared: 
 



July 21, 2011 Board of County Commissioners Zoning Hearing Page 7 of 8 
  
 

1.  Mr. Reynaldo Mejia, 725 NW 105 Place, Miami, appeared before the Board 
representing the La Arboleda Condominiums Board of Directors, and spoke in 
opposition; and 
 
2.  Mr. Tim Dolan, 923 NW 106 Avenue Circle, Miami, appeared before the Board and 
spoke in opposition. 
 
Seeing no other persons wishing to speak, Mr. Lasarte addressed the concerns presented 
by Mssrs. Mejia and Dolan regarding the proposed development within the park.  He 
explained that although a portion of the park was targeted for development, the density 
was being reduced by more than half.   
 
Following Mr. Lasarte’s comments, the following additional individuals appeared: 
 
3.  Ms. Maria Harder, 10550 N.W. 7th Terrace, Miami, representing Arboleda One 
Community, appeared before the Board and spoke in opposition; 
 
4.  Mr. Jesus Carcasses, 580 N.W. 99th Place, Miami, appeared before the Board and 
spoke in support; 
 
5.  Ms. Alina Cruz-Solis, 10591 N.W. 7th Terrace, Miami, appeared before the Board and 
spoke in opposition; 
 
Seeing no other persons wishing to be heard, Chairman Martinez closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Commissioner Souto provided a brief overview of the aesthetics and green environment 
surrounding the Fontainebleau area and noted this area should be kept beautiful.  He 
stated the proposed development would bring improvements and expressed his support. 
 
Commissioner Diaz agreed that the area was well maintained and that the proposed 
development would improve the area. 
 
Commissioner Souto presented and moved a resolution to approve Application No. 
2 with acceptance of Staff’s recommendation to approve request #1; approve with 
conditions requests #2 through #11, and with acceptance of the proffered covenant.   
This motion was seconded by Commissioner Diaz, and upon being put to a vote, 
passed by a vote of 9-0 (Commissioners Edmonson, Heyman, Sosa, and Suarez were 
absent).  
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted by the Board and set forth in the Record of 
Resolutions and assigned Resolution #Z-10-11. 
 
 
 
 




























































































	Exhibits List
	Commissioner Heyman's Memorandum of Absence
	Official Zoning Agenda
	Declaration of Restrictions
	Untitled
	Letter from Dan Kimball
	Developmental Impact Committee Recommendation
	Fontainbleau Lakes – Park Area graphics
	Zoning Action Sheets
	Untitled



