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Session, Week 7

The following issues of importance to Miami-Dade County during this abbreviated week of work
in Tallahassee. The Florida Senate was off due to the religious holidays, and the Florida House
met for some final committee meetings and session on Wednesday and Thursday.

e Jackson - Late last week, Governor Rick Scott signed off on the release of $35 million for
Jackson Hospital. These funds had been set aside in the current fiscal year budget,
contingent on the hospital submitting a plan on how it would improve certain
operations. The Governor, however, in a letter to Senate President Mike Haridopolos,
also put the hospital on notice that it would no longer be receiving special treatment
unless there is “sustainable financial viability”. Governor Scott sent the letter after a
meeting last week with new Jackson CEO Carlos Migoya. President Haridopolos had sent
a letter to Governor Scott in early March asking for him to release the funds. The
Legislative Budget Commission must now approve the release of the funds at its next
meeting, which has yet to be scheduled. Attached please find the letter from Governor
Scott to President Haridopolos, as well as the attachment cited in the letter.

e Budget Update — Negotiations between House and Senate leaders have broken off with
regards to the budget. Senate Budget Chairman JD Alexander said this week he gave
the House a broad proposal from which to work, showing how much would be spent on
transportation, education, and healthcare, but the House declined the offer. The
budget conference process cannot begin until the chambers agree on the
aforementioned allocations. House Budget Chair Denise Grimsley said the main
stumbling blocks relate to healthcare and higher education funding.

e Growth Management — The House this week passed HB 7129, a sweeping growth
management bill that removes requirements currently in state law that developers pay
for roads, schools, and parks and instead they would become options for cities and
counties to require. Landowners and residents would face the burden of proof in
challenging local land-use decisions. While the legislation’s prime sponsor, Rep. Ritch
Workman, says the bill allows “local to be locals”, Democrats offered several
amendments to maintain the concurrency process for schools and roads. The Senate’s
growth management bill, SB 1122 by Sen. Bennett, is currently waiting to be heard in
the Senate Budget Committee.



Below,

Elections — After hours of questions and debate, the House passed HB 1355, sponsored
by Rep. Dennis Baxley, which brings sweeping changes to the state’s election law. The
bill changes current law to no longer allow voters to update an address or name change
at the polling location on Election Day, instead requiring them to cast a provisional
ballot that may end up not being counted. The bill also enacts tougher regulations on
third-party voter registration groups, including a requirement that voter registration
forms submitted by the groups to be collected in two days, as opposed to the ten days
currently in the books. The bill also includes House Speaker Dean Cannon’s idea to
create a presidential primary commission that would set the date for next year’s
presidential primary, as well as move the date of next year’s regular primary back to
August 14 so as not to conflict with the Republican National Convention being held in
Tampa the last week of August. The Senate is expected to take up its elections bill, SB
2086 by the Ethics and Elections Committee, at next week’s meeting of the Senate
Budget Committee, its final committee of reference.

Red Light Cameras — The House Appropriations Committee passed HB 4087, sponsored
by Reps. Richard Corcoran and Carlos Trujillo, by a narrow 12-9 vote. The bill repeals
the law passed in 2010 related to red light cameras. In presenting the bill, Rep.
Corcoran said that there have been problems implementing the cameras and that they
have made intersections more dangerous. The bill will now be placed on the Second
Reading Calendar for possible consideration by the full House. The Senate companion,
SB 672 by Sen. Garcia, has only passed out of one committee.

Local Government — The House passed HB 767, by Rep. Tom Rooney, which authorizes
the Board of County Commissioners to negotiate the lease of certain real property for a
limited period and authorizes transfers of right-of-ways between local governments by
deed. The Senate companion, SB 1144 by Sen. Gwen Margolis, is currently in the Senate
Transportation Committee, its final committee of reference.

please find other bills of interest to Miami-Dade County that were taken up this week:

HB 281, Value Adjustment Boards, Rep. Logan - Requires petitioner challenging ad
valorem taxes before value adjustment board to pay specified percentage of taxes by
certain date; requires board to deny petition if required amount of taxes is not timely
paid; requires payment of interest on certain unpaid taxes; deletes provision providing
for discount for ad valorem taxes paid within 30 days after mailing of tax notice resulting
from action of value adjustment board. PASSED HOUSE FINANCE AND TAX

HB 381, Property Assessment; Nonhomestead Increase Limitation Reduction; New
Homestead Owner’s Additional Exemption, Rep. Dorworth - Proposes revisions to
State Constitution to allow Legislature by general law to prohibit increases in assessed
value of homestead & specified nonhomestead property if just value of property
decreases, reduce limitation on annual assessment increases applicable to
nonhomestead real property, provide additional homestead exemption for owners of
homestead property who have not owned homestead property for specified time before



purchase of current homestead property, & application & limitations with respect thereto,
delete future repeal of provisions limiting annual assessment increases for specified
nonhomestead real property, & provide effective dates. PASSED HOUSE ECONOMIC
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

HB 789, Homestead Assessment Limitation/Senior Citizens, Rep. Nunez - Proposes
amendment to s. 4, Art. VIl of State Constitution to authorize counties & municipalities to
limit assessed value of homesteads of certain low-income senior citizens. PASSED
HOUS ECONOMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

HB 1393, Sovereign Immunity, Rep. Artiles - Provides legislative findings & intent;
provides that specified provisions relating to sovereign immunity for health care
providers do not apply to certain affiliation agreements or contracts to provide certain
comprehensive health care services; expands definition of "officer, employee, or agent"
for purposes of sovereign immunity to include certain health care providers; provides
that certain colleges & universities that own or operate medical school or any of its
employees or agents that have agreed in affiliation agreement to provide patient
services as agents of teaching hospital that is owned or operated by governmental entity
having health care responsibilities, or not-for-profit entity that operates such facilities as
agent of that governmental entity, are agents of state & immune from certain liability for
torts; requires contract for indemnification; requires that each patient receive notice
regarding patient's exclusive remedy for injury or damage; provides that employee
providing patient services is not state employee or agent for workers' compensation
purposes. PASSED HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

HB 1379, Pretrial Programs, Rep. Dorworth - Provides state policy & legislative intent;
requires each pretrial release program established by ordinance of county commission,
administrative order of court, or any other means in order to assist in release of
defendant from pretrial custody to conform to eligibility criteria set forth in act; preempts
conflicting local ordinances, orders, or practices; requires that defendant satisfy eligibility
criteria to be assigned to pretrial release program; provides that act does not prohibit
court from releasing defendant on defendant's own recognizance or imposing other
reasonable conditions; authorizes county to reimburse licensed surety agent for
premium costs of bail bond for pretrial release of indigent defendant. PASSED HOUSE
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Session, Week 8

Below, please find bills of interest to Miami-Dade County that will be taken up next week in
Tallahassee.

SB 808, Homestead Exemption/Senior Citizens, Sen. Diaz de la Portilla - Proposes
amendments to the State Constitution to authorize counties to exempt the homesteads
of eligible senior citizens from increases in ad valorem taxation. MONDAY IN SENATE
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE



e SB 1676, Sovereign Immunity, Sen. Thrasher - Provides that specified provisions
relating to sovereign immunity for health care providers do not apply to certain
affiliation agreements or contracts to provide certain comprehensive health care
services. Provides that the portion of the not-for-profit entity deemed to be an agent of
the state for purpose of indemnity is also an agency of the state for purpose of public
records laws. MONDAY IN SENATE BUDGET COMMITTEE

e SB 658, Homestead/Nonhomestead Property, Sen. Fasano - Proposes amendments to
the State Constitution to allow the Legislature by general law to prohibit increases in the
assessed value of homestead and specified nonhomestead property if the just value of
the property decreases, reduce the limitation on annual assessment increases
applicable to nonhomestead real property, provide an additional homestead exemption
for owners of homestead property who have not owned homestead property for a
specified time before purchase of the current homestead property. MONDAY IN
SENATE BUDGET COMMITTEE

Correction — In last week’s report, we incorrectly stated that HB 613 postpones a previously
imposed deadline. In reality, the bill delays from 2018 to 2023 a requirement for Palm Beach,
Broward and Miami-Dade County to upgrade their treatment to “advanced”. The bill, as passed
by the House, maintains a 2025 deadline for eliminating the discharges. The Senate
companion, SB 796 by Sen. Diaz de la Portilla, is currently in the Senate Budget Committee, its
final committee of reference.

Other Issues of Interest

e Property Insurance — Bills related to property insurance have been moving through the
process. SB 408 by Sen. Richter, and its companion bill, HB 803 by Rep. Wood, would
put limits on when claims can be filed and makes changes to sinkhole insurance
coverage. SB 408 was placed on the Second Reading Calendar for possible consideration
by the full Senate on April 7. HB 803 passed its final committee of reference on April 14,
but has yet to be placed on the Second Reading Calendar. HB 1243 by Rep. Boyd, and its
companion bill SB 1714 by Sen. Hays, would allow Citizens to raise its rates to make it
more financially sound, and require Citizens to drop coverage of higher-priced homes
and condos. HB 1243 is currently on the House Second Reading Calendar. SB 1714 will
be taken up in the Senate Budget Committee next week, its final committee of
reference.

e Immigration — SB 2040 by the Senate Judiciary Committee, the Senate’s immigration
reform bill is still in the Senate Budget Committee after not being taken up at the last



meeting. On the House side, HB 7089 by Rep. William Snyder, passed its final
committee of reference earlier this month and is now waiting to be placed on the
Second Reading Calendar.

Rep. Frank Artiles — Rep. Frank Artiles, a member from the Miami-Dade Legislative
Delegation representing western parts of the county, was found this week to not be
living in the district he represents. Rep. Artiles, elected to the House in District 119,
currently lives in District 115, represented by Rep. Jose Diaz. Rep. Artiles has stated he
was under the impression he had six months after the election to move into the district,
while the law states he must be an elector of the district by the time he is sworn. The
House has not received a formal complaint on the matter, but Rep. Artiles has stated he
is willing to take whatever punishment is handed down, usually in the form of his
legislative salary for the time not living in his district.

County Priorities — Below, please find an update on Miami-Dade County’s critical
priorities, as passed by the Board of County Commissioners:

e State Funding/Budget — The Legislature has yet to begin its formal budget
conference process.

e Funding Elderly Services — The Legislature has yet to begin its formal budget
conference process.

e TABOR - The Florida Senate passed a TABOR bill, but it only applies to the state.
The House companion, which also only applies to the state, is currently on the
House Second Reading Calendar.

e Pretrial Release — The pretrial release bills are still currently moving through the
process. The sponsors, Sen. Bogdanoff and Rep. Dorworth, have worked to find
other vehicles to amend the language onto should their bills not pass their
respective committees of reference. HB 1379 passed the House Judiciary
Committee this week, and is now ready for the floor. SB 372 has been
temporarily postponed in the last three meetings of the Senate Criminal Justice
Committee, its first of three committees of reference.

e Sovereign Immunity/University of Miami — The sovereign immunity bills are
moving through the process. The House bill, HB 1393 by Rep. Frank Artiles,
passed the House Judiciary Committee this week and is now ready for the floor.
The Senate companion, SB 1676 by Sen. Thrasher, is being heard in the Senate
Budget Committee next week, its final committee of reference.



