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PPOOLLLL  WWAATTCCHHEERR  DDEESSIIGGNNAATTIIOONN  IINNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONNSS  
  

FFoorr  CCoouunnttyy  oorr  iinnccoorrppoorraattiioonn  eelleeccttiioonnss::  
  
IInn  ppeerrssoonn  oorr  mmaaiill::  AAtttteennttiioonn::  VVaanneessssaa  IInnnnoocceenntt  SSuuppeerrvviissoorr  ooff  EElleeccttiioonnss  OOffffiiccee  

22770000  NNWW  8877tthh  AAvveennuuee;;    MMiiaammii  FFLL  3333117722  

EE--mmaaiill::  VVaanneessssaa  IInnnnoocceenntt      iinnnnoocceenn@@mmiiaammiiddaaddee..ggoovv  

PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  330055--449999--88334422  ttoo  ccoonnffiirrmm  rreecceeiipptt  ooff  EE--mmaaiill  pprriioorr  ttoo  ddeeaaddlliinnee..  
    

FFoorr  mmuunniicciippaall  eelleeccttiioonnss  aanndd  ccaannddiiddaatteess::  SSuubbmmiitt  PPoollll  WWaattcchheerr  DDeessiiggnnaattiioonn  ffoorrmmss  
ttoo  tthhee  ccoorrrreessppoonnddiinngg  mmuunniicciippaall  cclleerrkk  bbyy  tthhee  ssttaattuuttoorryy  ddeeaaddlliinnee..  

  
DDeeaaddlliinneess//RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss::    FFlloorriiddaa  SSttaattuuttee  110011..113311  ((22))  
  

EElleeccttiioonn  DDaayy::  ““EEaacchh  ppaarrttyy,,  eeaacchh  ppoolliittiiccaall  ccoommmmiitttteeee,,  aanndd  eeaacchh  ccaannddiiddaattee  rreeqquueessttiinngg  ttoo  hhaavvee  ppoollll  wwaattcchheerrss  
sshhaallll  ddeessiiggnnaattee,,  iinn  wwrriittiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ssuuppeerrvviissoorr  ooff  eelleeccttiioonnss,,  oonn  aa  ffoorrmm  pprreessccrriibbeedd  bbyy  tthhee  ddiivviissiioonn,,    bbeeffoorree  nnoooonn  
ooff  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  TTuueessddaayy  pprreecceeddiinngg  tthhee  eelleeccttiioonn  ppoollll  wwaattcchheerrss  ffoorr  eeaacchh  ppoolllliinngg  rroooomm  oonn  eelleeccttiioonn  ddaayy..””      

  
EEaarrllyy  VVoottiinngg  ssiitteess::  ““DDeessiiggnnaattiioonnss  ooff  ppoollll  wwaattcchheerrss  ffoorr  eeaarrllyy  vvoottiinngg  aarreeaass  sshhaallll  bbee  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  iinn  wwrriittiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  
ssuuppeerrvviissoorr  ooff  eelleeccttiioonnss,,  oonn  aa  ffoorrmm  pprreessccrriibbeedd  bbyy  tthhee  ddiivviissiioonn,,    bbeeffoorree  nnoooonn  aatt  lleeaasstt  1144  ddaayyss  bbeeffoorree  eeaarrllyy  
vvoottiinngg  bbeeggiinnss..””  

  
SSuubbmmiittttiinngg  tthhee  lliisstt  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ddeeaaddlliinnee  wwiillll  aallllooww  ffoorr  ssuubbssttiittuuttiioonnss  iiff  aa  PPoollll  WWaattcchheerr  iiss  nnoott  aapppprroovveedd..    NNoo  lliisstt,,  
cchhaannggeess  oorr  ssuubbssttiittuuttiioonnss  wwiillll  bbee  aacccceepptteedd  aafftteerr  ddeeaaddlliinnee  --  NNOO  EEXXCCEEPPTTIIOONNSS!!      

  
TThhee  lliisstt  mmuusstt  bbee  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  uussiinngg  tthhee  ccoorrrreecctt  FFoorrmm  DDSS--DDEE  112255  ((sseeee  ssaammppllee))..  

  
TThhee  lliisstt  ccaann  bbee  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  ttoo  oouurr  ooffffiiccee  oorr  sseenntt  eelleeccttrroonniiccaallllyy  ttoo  VVaanneessssaa  IInnnnoocceenntt’’ss  CCoouunnttyy  eemmaaiill  aaddddrreessss::  
iinnnnoocceenn@@mmiiaammiiddaaddee..ggoovv  
  

AAssssiiggnnmmeenntt  ooff  PPoollll  WWaattcchheerrss::    
  

EEaacchh  ppoolliittiiccaall  ppaarrttyy,,  ppoolliittiiccaall  ccoommmmiitttteeee  wwiitthh  eexxpprreesssseedd  iinntteerreesstt  iinn  aann  iissssuuee  oonn  tthhee  bbaalllloott,,  aanndd  eeaacchh  ccaannddiiddaattee  
mmaayy  hhaavvee  oonnee  wwaattcchheerr  iinn  eeaacchh  ppoolllliinngg  rroooomm  oorr  eeaarrllyy  vvoottiinngg  aarreeaa  aatt  aannyy  oonnee  ttiimmee  dduurriinngg  tthhee  eelleeccttiioonn;;  
tthheerreeffoorree,,  iiff  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  ppoollll  wwaattcchheerr  ggooeess  ttoo  aannyy  oonnee  pprreecciinnccttoorr  eeaarrllyy  vvoottiinngg  ssiittee,,  tthhee  CClleerrkk  wwiillll  bbee  
rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  eennssuurriinngg  tthhaatt  oonnllyy  oonnee  rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee  iiss  pprreesseenntt  ffoorr  tthhaatt  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  ppaarrttyy,,  ppoolliittiiccaall  ccoommmmiitttteeee,,  
oorr  ccaannddiiddaattee..    
    

PPoollll  WWaattcchheerr  AApppprroovvaall::  
  

FFlloorriiddaa  SSttaattuuttee  110011..113311  ((22))  --  ““TThhee  PPoollll  WWaattcchheerrss  ffoorr  ppoolllliinngg  rroooommss  sshhaallll  bbee  aapppprroovveedd  bbyy  tthhee  ssuuppeerrvviissoorr  ooff  
eelleeccttiioonnss  oonn  oorr  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  TTuueessddaayy  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  eelleeccttiioonn..    PPoollll  WWaattcchheerrss  ffoorr  eeaarrllyy  vvoottiinngg  aarreeaass  sshhaallll  bbee  
aapppprroovveedd  bbyy  tthhee  ssuuppeerrvviissoorr  ooff  eelleeccttiioonnss  nnoo  llaatteerr  tthhaann  77  ddaayyss  bbeeffoorree  eeaarrllyy  vvoottiinngg  bbeeggiinnss..””  
  
FFlloorriiddaa  SSttaattuuttee  110011..113311  ((33))  --  ““NNoo  ccaannddiiddaattee  oorr  sshheerriiffff,,  ddeeppuuttyy  sshheerriiffff,,  ppoolliiccee  ooffffiicceerr,,  oorr  ootthheerr  llaaww  eennffoorrcceemmeenntt  
ooffffiicceerr  mmaayy  bbee  ddeessiiggnnaatteedd  aass  aa  PPoollll  WWaattcchheerr..””  

  
TThhee  aapppprroovveedd  lliisstt  wwiillll  bbee  pprroovviiddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  PPrreecciinncctt  CClleerrkk  oorr  EEaarrllyy  VVoottiinngg  CClleerrkk  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  eelleeccttiioonn..    PPoollll  
WWaattcchheerrss  mmuusstt  sshhooww  tthhee  CClleerrkk  aa  pphhoottoo  iiddeennttiiffiiccaattiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  bbaaddggee  iissssuueedd  bbyy  tthhee  EElleeccttiioonnss  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  iinn  
oorrddeerr  ttoo  bbee  aalllloowweedd  iinn  tthhee  ppoolllliinngg  rroooomm..    AAnnyyoonnee  nnoott  oonn  tthhee  aapppprroovveedd  lliisstt  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  aalllloowweedd  eennttrryy  iinnttoo  tthhee  
ppoolllliinngg  rroooomm..    PPoollll  WWaattcchheerrss  mmuusstt  wweeaarr  tthhee  iiddeennttiiffiiccaattiioonn  bbaaddggee  pprroovviiddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  EElleeccttiioonnss  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  aatt  aallll  
ttiimmeess  wwhhiillee  iinn  tthhee  ppoolllliinngg  rroooomm  oorr  eeaarrllyy  vvoottiinngg  aarreeaa..  

mailto:innocen@miamidade.gov


Designation of Poll Watchers

Form DS-DE 125 (Eff. 8/2016)     Rule 1S-2.054, F. A. C. 
Page 1 of 2

Early Voting Deadline - No later than noon at least 14 days before early voting begins
Election Day Deadline - No later than noon of the 2nd Tuesday before the election

I am a candidate (or candidate designee*) for  the following office in this election:

Name:
Address:

Email address:
Phone:

Date Submitted:

Name
Date of Birth 
(mm/dd/yyyy) Residential Address Phone #

Polling Place / Early Voting Site          (Either 
write "All Locations" or specify location) Approved 

(Y/N)
Assigned Badge 
Number

Official Use Only

I am the chair (or designee*) of the following Political Committee:
I am the chair (or designee*) of the County Executive Committee of the following Party:

I request that the listed person(s) below (none of whom is a candidate or a sheriff, deputy sheriff, police officer or other law enforcement officer), who are qualified 
and registered voters of the county in which they will serve, be approved as poll watchers at the locations indicated below.

Section 1.     Election 

Section 2.     Category of Authorized Persons

Section 3.     Candidate/Chair/Designee

Select Early Voting or Election Day:
Election Date:

Complete Only One of the Boxes Below:

Official Use Only

Note: This form becomes a public record when submitted to the Supervisor of Elections.

* A candidate or chair as indicated above must first submit a written, signed designation to the supervisor of elections (or for statewide candidates/issues, to the Division of Elections)
authorizing the designee to designate poll watchers on his or her behalf.

By submitting this form, I certify that I am the person listed above and I am authorized under s. 101.131, Florida Statutes, to designate poll watchers.

Section 4.     List of Designated Poll Watchers

*  List is subject to the Elections Department verification of qualifications.  



Designation of Poll Watchers

Form DS-DE 125 (Eff. 8/2016)     Rule 1S-2.054, F. A. C. 
Page 2 of 2

Early Voting Deadline - No later than noon at least 14 days before early voting begins
Election Day Deadline - No later than noon of the 2nd Tuesday before the election

Name
Date of Birth 
(mm/dd/yyyy) Residential Address Phone #

Polling Place / Early Voting Site          (Either 
write "All Locations" or specify location) Approved 

(Y/N)
Assigned Badge 
Number



Note: This instructional page need not be included with submission of the DS-DE 125.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR POLL WATCHER DESIGNATIONS

1. Each candidate/political party/political committee may have only one poll watcher per polling room or early voting area at any one time.

2. A candidate whose name will appear on the ballot in a future election may not designate poll watchers for an election in which the candidate’s name is not on the ballot.

3. Designation of Poll Watchers, Form DS-DE 125, must be used to request designation of poll watchers. Separate forms must be submitted for designating Early Voting and Election

Day poll watchers. Sufficient information concerning the desired poll watcher must be completed on the form so that the Supervisor of Elections can identify the person as a registered

voter in the supervisor’s county.

4. Form DS-DE 125 and any attachments to it may be provided to the supervisor of elections by personal delivery, mail, fax, or email.

5. The deadlines to submit a request for poll watcher designation:

For Early Voting (EV) -- No later than noon at least 14 days before EV begins.

For Election Day -- No later than noon of the second Tuesday preceding the election.

6. The Supervisors of Elections must approve or disapprove the designation of poll watchers for early voting areas no later than 7 days before the start of early voting and the

designations for poll watchers for polling rooms on Election Day, on or before the Tuesday before the election.

POLL WATCHERS

A poll watcher:

1. Must be a qualified and registered voter of the county in which they serve as poll watcher.

2. Cannot be a candidate, sheriff, deputy sheriff, policeman, or other law enforcement officer.

3. Who is designated for a specific location is not precluded from going to another polling room/EV area if the number of poll watchers at any particular polling room/EV area does not

exceed the allowable number for the applicable candidate/political party/political committee.
4. Who is designated for “All locations/areas” (at-large) is not permitted to be present in a polling room/EV area at the same time as another poll watcher designated by the same

candidate/political party/political committee.
5. Will be provided a Poll Watcher Identification Badge by the Supervisor of Elections. The poll watcher must wear his or her Poll Watcher Identification Badge while in the polling room

or EV area.

6. Must bring his or her own materials and necessities.

7. Is allowed within the polling room to observe the conduct of the election. He or she may not obstruct the orderly conduct of the election.

8. May observe the voter check-in process. He or she may not come closer to the inspectors’ table or the voting booths than is reasonably necessary to perform the poll watcher’s

functions.
9. May not speak to or otherwise interact with voters nor provide assistance to a voter in any way with the voting of his/her ballot, unless a Request for Assistance Form is completed at

the voter’s request.

10. May make and provide written voter challenges to the precinct clerk.

11. Shall pose any questions regarding polling place procedures directly to the precinct clerk for resolution.

Note: For further details or requirements governing the designation and conduct of poll watchers, refer to sections 101.131 and 101.111, Florida Statutes; Rule 1S-

2.034 of the Florida Administrative Code; and the rule’s incorporated form, DS-DE 11, which contains the Polling Place Procedures Manual.
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  GGUUIIDDEELLIINNEESS  FFOORR  PPOOLLLL  WWAATTCCHHEERRSS    
  
AAllll  PPoollll  WWaattcchheerrss  mmuusstt  oobbsseerrvvee  tthhee  ““GGuuiiddeelliinneess  ffoorr  PPoollll  WWaattcchheerrss..””    TThhee  CClleerrkk  hhaass  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ttoo  rreemmoovvee  
ffrroomm  tthhee  pprreemmiisseess  aannyy  PPoollll  WWaattcchheerr  wwhhoo  ddooeess  nnoott  aabbiiddee  bbyy  tthheessee  gguuiiddeelliinneess  oorr  iinn  aannyy  ootthheerr  wwaayy  iinntteerrffeerreess  
wwiitthh  tthhee  vvoottiinngg  pprroocceessss..  
  
AAnnyy  qquueessttiioonnss  rreeggaarrddiinngg  PPoollll  WWaattcchheerr  ddeessiiggnnaattiioonnss  aanndd  pprroocceedduurreess  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ddiirreecctteedd  ttoo  VVaanneessssaa  IInnnnoocceenntt  
aatt  330055--449999--88334422  oorr  vviiaa  eemmaaiill  aatt  iinnnnoocceenn@@mmiiaammiiddaaddee..ggoovv    

  
PPoollll  WWaattcchheerrss  sshhaallll::  
  
 Upon their arrival at the precinct or Early Voting site, give their name and show photo identification and the 

badge issued by the Elections Department to the Precinct Clerk or Early Voting Clerk. The Clerk will verify 
that he or she is on the “Poll Watcher Designation List.” 

 Wear the identification badge provided by the Elections Department at all times while in the polling room or 
early voting area. 

 Be allowed within the polling room or Early Voting room to watch and observe the conduct of the voters and 
the officials. The Clerk will direct any Poll Watcher to a designated area away from the registration table, 
voting equipment, and ballot table. Poll Watchers may not walk around the voting area. 

 Furnish their own materials and necessities such as a chair and pen. Poll Watchers may not use the 
precinct or Early Voting site phone at any time. 

 Inform the Clerk if they wish to challenge a voter’s right to vote.  The Clerk will follow the procedures for a 
challenged voter. 

 Inform the Clerk if they see or hear anything that does not comply with election laws.  Poll Watchers may 
only speak to the Clerk.  If the Poll Watcher is not satisfied with the explanation or action taken, he or she 
may call the Elections Department at 305-499-8499 during countywide elections or 305-499-8342 during 
municipal elections.  

 Not interact with voters. 

 Not provide assistance to a voter while serving as a poll watcher. 

 Not use cameras, including cameras from cellular phones.  

 Not take radios, television sets or newspapers to the polls.  

 Not wear or display any political party, candidate’s name, or other campaign materials. 

 Not obstruct the orderly conduct of any election. 

 Not come closer to the officials’ table or the voting booths than is reasonably necessary to perform their 
functions. 

AAnnyy  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  ppuubblliicc  ((iinncclluuddiinngg  ccaannddiiddaatteess,,  ppoolliittiiccaall  aanndd  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooffffiicciiaallss  aanndd  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  
ooff  tthhee  mmeeddiiaa))  mmaayy  wwiittnneessss  tthhee  ooppeenniinngg  aanndd  cclloossiinngg  pprroocceedduurreess,,  bbuutt  mmaayy  nnoott  ssppeeaakk  ttoo  oorr  iinntteerrffeerree  wwiitthh  
tthhee  EElleeccttiioonn  BBooaarrdd  iinn  aannyy  wwaayy..                                                        
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