
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 11(A)(4) 

TO: Honorable Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson DATE: June 2, 2020 

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Abigail Price-Williams SUBJECT: Resolution appointing four 

County Attorney voting trustees to the Public  

Health Trust Board of Trustees 

for the 2020-2023 term 

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor 

Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson.  

_______________________________ 

Abigail Price-Williams      

County Attorney 

APW/uw 
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 11(A)(4)
6-2-20 Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING FOUR VOTING TRUSTEES TO 

THE PUBLIC HEALTH TRUST BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR 

THE 2020-2023 TERM 

WHEREAS, in accordance with section 25A-3(d) of the Code of Miami-Dade County, the 

Public Health Trust Nominating Council (“Nominating Council”) convened for the purpose of 

determining its recommendation of nominees to be submitted to the Board of County 

Commissioners (“Board”) for appointment as voting trustees to the Public Health Trust Board of 

Trustees; and 

WHEREAS, the tenure limits of trustees Joe Arriola and Irene Lipof will expire on May 

31, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the current terms of voting trustees Amadeo Lopez-Castro III and Walter T. 

Richardson will expire on May 31, 2020, but reappointment is permitted for a subsequent term; 

and  

WHEREAS, section 25A-3(d) further provides that the Nominating Council shall submit 

to the Board a list of nominees containing a total number of names equal to the number of vacancies 

plus, at the discretion of the Nominating Council, up to two additional nominees, and that the 

Board shall select and appoint the necessary number of voting trustees from that list; and  

WHEREAS, as reflected in the attached memorandum, the Nominating Council’s list of 

nominees in order of preference is: Walter T. Richardson  and Amadeo Lopez-Castro III (top two 

candidates, tied), Carmen Sabater (third), Antonio L. Argiz (fourth), and Francisco J. Pines (fifth), 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 
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Section 1. Appoints __________________ as a voting trustee to the Board of Trustees 

of the Public Health Trust whose term shall expire on May 31, 2023.   

Section 2. Appoints __________________ as a voting trustee to the Board of Trustees 

of the Public Health Trust whose term shall expire on May 31, 2023.   

Section 3. Appoints __________________ as a voting trustee to the Board of Trustees 

of the Public Health Trust whose term shall expire on May 31, 2023.   

Section 4. Appoints __________________ as a voting trustee to the Board of Trustees 

of the Public Health Trust whose term shall expire on May 31, 2023.   

The Prime Sponsor of the foregoing resolution is Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson.  It 

was offered by Commissioner                                          , who moved its adoption.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner                                          and upon being put to a vote, the vote 

was as follows:  

Audrey M. Edmonson, Chairwoman 

Rebeca Sosa, Vice Chairwoman 

Esteban L. Bovo, Jr. Daniella Levine Cava 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz Sally A. Heyman 

Eileen Higgins Barbara J. Jordan 

Joe A. Martinez Jean Monestime 

Dennis C. Moss Sen. Javier D. Souto 

Xavier L. Suarez 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 2nd day 

of June, 2020.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Christopher C. Kokoruda 

Suzanne Villano-Charif 

5



 
 
TO:    Honorable Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson 
  And Members, Board of County Commissioners 

 
                              
FROM:    Joe Arriola  
  Chairman 
  Public Health Trust Nominating Council  
 
DATE:     May 18, 2020 
 
RE:                  Appointment of Four Voting Trustees to the Public Health Trust Board of 

Trustees 
 
 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) select and appoint four 
voting trustees from the list of five nominees submitted by the Public Health Trust Nominating 
Council (Nominating Council) for appointment to the Public Health Trust Board of Trustees 
(PHT).  The term for the appointment for each trustee shall expire May 31, 2023.   
 
Scope 
The Nominating Council consists of Chairman Joe Arriola, Chairman of the Nominating Council 
and PHT, Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson, PHT Vice-Chairwoman Irene Lipof, PHT 
member William J. Heffernan, PHT member Amadeo Lopez-Castro III, PHT member Walter T. 
Richardson, Mayor-appointed member Mario J. Artecona, and South Florida AFL-CIO-
appointed member Lovette McGill.  Section 25A-3(d) of the Code of Miami-Dade County 
provides that voting trustees of the PHT shall be appointed by resolution approved by the Board 
after the Nominating Council submits to the Board a list of nominees containing a total number 
of names which is equal to one nominee for each vacancy on the PHT plus, at the discretion of 
the Nominating Council, up to two additional nominees.  The Board shall select and appoint the 
voting trustees from the list of nominees submitted by the Nominating Council. 
 
Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
This action has no fiscal impact to the County as the PHT members serve without compensation.  
Members are entitled to reimbursement for necessary expenses, including the expense of 
performance bonds incurred in the discharge of their duties.  These expenses are funded by the 
PHT. 
 
Track Record/Monitor 
The Nominating Council received and reviewed six applications (including two incumbents) and 
interviewed three candidates in person.  After assessing the applicants, the five nominees have 
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been ranked upon the vote of the Nominating Council and are being forwarded to the Board for 
consideration as required by Chapter 25A. 
 
Background 
In accordance with the procedures of the Nominating Council and staff guidance, advertisements 
for the PHT board were run on the LinkedIn website. This platform provided cost-effective 
exposure and helped target candidates in Miami-Dade County with qualifications consistent with 
County ordinances.  
 
During its April 13, 2020 meeting, the Nominating Council voted to recommend five applicants 
to the Board.  The Nominating Council further recommended and ranked the applicants in order 
of preference, as follows: 
 
Walter T. Richardson  and Amadeo Lopez-Castro III (top two candidates, tied); 
Carmen Sabater (third); 
Antonio L. Argiz (fourth); and 
Francisco J. Pines (fifth). 
 
The Nominating Council directed the Public Health Trust to conduct a background check for 
each of the finalist nominees.  The background check included a criminal background check, a 
public record search of County and Statewide criminal records, National criminal and Sex 
offender records, County and Federal civil records, Lien/Judgement filings, Bankruptcy filing, 
Internet and Social media records, Driver’s and vehicle information database, a screening 
through the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE), and a Level 2 criminal 
background screening through the Agency for Healthcare Administration (AHCA).  No concerns 
were found in the background check for any of the candidates.  A true and correct copy of the 
background check memorandum is attached hereto.     
 
The Board must select four of the five nominees for appointment to the PHT.  The terms for each 
such trustee shall expire May 31, 2023.  The Nominating Council sincerely believes that the 
recommended list of nominees is both objective and balanced and is in the best interest of the 
community.   
 
Attachments: 
 
Finalist Applications 
Background Check Memorandum 
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targiz@mbafcpa.com
(305) 373-5500 Ext. 2230

PRACTICE
Assurance
Litigation Support

INDUSTRY EXPERTISE
Athletes/Entertainers
Automotive Dealerships
Broker-Dealers
Community Banks
Healthcare
Investment Advisors
Manufacturing
Professional Firms
Real Estate and Construction
Retail
Wholesale/Distribution

SPECIALTY
Business Valuations
Forensic Accounting
Commercial Litigation

Antonio L. Argiz
CPA*/ABV/CFF/CGMA, ASA, CVA, CFE

As the Chairman and CEO since 1997, Tony has led the growth 
of Morrison, Brown, Argiz & Farra, LLC (MBAF) to becoming one 
of the top 40 accounting firms in the nation. MBAF is a twenty-
one time honoree on the INSIDE Public Accounting annual list of 
the nation’s 50 best managed accounting firms.

Over the last 30 years, Tony has developed extensive in-depth 
knowledge and experience in practices involving audits, business 
planning, economic damages, fraud examinations, valuations 
and litigation cases. Tony has been involved with a broad 
spectrum of industries which gives him unique experience and 
insight into all aspects of the financial well-being of his clients. 
Well-known for his community and industry leadership, Tony 
is a highly respected and nationally recognized practitioner 
specializing in litigation consulting services.

He has lectured domestically and internationally and has 
extensive audit and consulting experience in a wide variety 
of industries, which assist him in helping clients dissect their 
businesses. 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND 
ACCREDITATIONS

zz Certified Public Accountant - State of Florida, 1977; State 
of Colorado, 1987; Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 1991; 
State of New York,1997; State of Texas, 2000

zz Accredited Senior Appraiser (ASA)
zz Accredited in Business Valuations (ABV)
zz Certified Valuation Analyst (NACVA)
zz Certified in Financial Forensics (CFF)
zz Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE)
zz Chartered Global Management Accountant (CGMA)
zz American Institute of Certified Public Accountants

CHAIRMAN AND CEO

*Licensed to practice in the states of Florida, New York, Colorado, Texas and Pennsylvania M
B

A
FC

PA
.C

O
M
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zz AICPA Nominations Committee - Past Member
zz AICPA Council - Past Member
zz Florida Board of Accountancy and Probable Cause Panel, 

Past Chair
zz Florida’s Constitutional Revision Commission - Past 

Commissioner
zz PCP Executive Committee and Technical Issues 

Committee - Past Member

CIVIC AFFILIATIONS
zz Adrienne Arsht Center Foundation - Chairman
zz Facts About Cuban Exiles (F.A.C.E.) - Past Chairman 
zz Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce - Past Chairman, 

2014-2015
zz United Way of Miami-Dade - Past Chair of the Board, 

2007-2009; Past Campaign Chair
zz Orange Bowl Committee - Past President and Chair, 2010-

2011
zz The Beacon Council - Board of Directors
zz Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart - Past Chair of the 

Board of Trustees
zz Archbishop’s Charity and Development Drive - Past Chair
zz Florida International University - Past Chair of the Council 

of 100; Past Member, FIU Foundation Board and School of 
Accounting Advisory Board

zz Miami Dade College Foundation - Past Chair
zz Miami City Club - Past Chair
zz AvMed Health Plans - Board Member, 2009-2011

AWARDS
zz Hope Promise Dream Gala Honoree - JDRF, 2019
zz Sand In My Shoes Award - Greater Miami Chamber of 

Commerce, 2019
zz Tocqueville Award for Outstanding Philanthropy - United 

Way of Miami-Dade, 2011
zz James W. McLamore Outstanding Volunteer Award - 

Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) Miami 
Chapter, 2018

zz AJC Miami and Broward - National Human Relations 
Award, 2013

zz 500 Most Influential Business Leaders in Professional 
Services - Florida Trend, 2018

ANTONIO L. ARGIZ
targiz@mbafcpa.com

(305) 373-5500 Ext. 2230

M
B

A
FC

PA
.C

O
M

30

http://mbafcpa.com


ANTONIO L. ARGIZ
targiz@mbafcpa.com

(305) 373-5500 Ext. 2230

M
B
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zz Ultimate CEO - South Florida Business Journal, 2017
zz Distinguished Citizen Award - Boy Scouts of America, 2017
zz Executive of the Year - Greater Miami Chamber of 

Commerce, 2017
zz Top 100 Power Leaders - South Florida Business Journal, 

2012-2018
zz Power Leaders of Law and Accounting - South Florida 

Business Journal, 2016
zz South Florida Visionary Award - Civic Leadership - Miami 

Herald, 2016
zz Miami-Dade Chairman of the Year, Apogee Awards - 

South Florida Business & Wealth Magazine, 2015
zz Leave A Legacy - Donor Next Door (Nominated by 

Coconut Groves, Inc./The Barnyard Community Center, 
2015

zz New American Award - Catholic Legal Services, 2014
zz Claude Pepper Memorial Award - Corporate Service (Non-

Healthcare) - United HomeCare Services, 2012
zz Top CPAs in Litigation Support - South Florida Legal 

Guide, 2006-2018
zz FIU School of Accounting Alumni of the Year, 2011
zz Silver Medallion Award - Miami Coalition of Christians and 

Jews (MCCJ), 2010
zz Key Partners Award, Litigation Support - South Florida 

Business Journal, 2009
zz Hispanic Heritage Award - South Florida Council Boy 

Scouts of America, 2009
zz South Florida Good to Great Awards - Greater Miami 

Chamber of Commerce, 2008
zz Business of the Year Award - South Florida Business 

Journal, 2007
zz FIU Entrepreneurship Hall of Fame Award - College of 

Business Administration, 2007
zz FIU College of Business Administration Entrepreneurship 

Hall of Fame Builder Award, 2007
zz Ultimate CEO - South Florida CEO, 2007
zz South Florida Banking Institute Leader of the Year, 2005
zz FIU Alumni Association’s Torch Award, 2002

EDUCATION
zz Florida International University - Bachelor of Business 

Administration and Graduate Studies in Auditing and 
Taxation

zz University of Virginia - National AICPA Banking School31
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