
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 8(O)(1) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz  DATE: October 5, 2021 

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution approving settlement 

County Attorney agreement between Miami-Dade 

County and Terrazas Riverpark 

Village Condominium 

Association, Inc.; and 

authorizing the County Mayor to 

make payments to Terrazas 

Riverpark Village Condominium 

Association, Inc. in the amount 

of $417,860.98 in accordance 

with the terms of the settlement 

agreement, execute the 

settlement agreement and 

exercise all rights contained 

therein 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Water and Sewer Department and placed on the 

agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Eileen Higgins. 

_______________________________ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan      

County Attorney 

GBK/uw 
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October 5, 2021
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Honorable Chairman Jose “Pepe” Diaz 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
Page 2 

Beginning in 2009, Terrazas sought a water and sewer account reclassification/recode from mixed use 
to multi-family. However, several inspections by WASD from 2009 to 2016 confirmed the property 
had mixed use plumbing being serviced through a single service line. Because the apartments and 
vacant retail space plumbing interconnected to the same water source, WASD’s policies required the 
property be billed as mixed-use.  As part of those inspections, WASD verified that the 4,486 square 
feet of dry use stores remained commercial vacant space and had not been developed.  Although 
Terrazas insisted that the vacant stores would not be developed in the future, there was no mechanism 
for WASD to ensure that the stores would not be developed at a later date.  WASD provided information 
to Terrazas on how to separate residential and commercial water services, to facilitate the requested 
account recode via the establishment of a new water service line.   

A WASD audit in 2017 identified the property as no longer having vacant retail space. The space in 
question was converted into storage units for exclusive use by property owners during the period of 
2017 through 2021.  However, WASD continued to bill the property under the applicable rate for 
mixed-use properties because Terrazas had not established a separate water service line.  Terrazas 
proceeded to procure a plumbing permit and eliminate water service to the first-floor storage units as 
of January 2020.  In September 2020, Terrazas filed a lawsuit against the County, Case Number 2020-
019069-CA-01, seeking $718,000.00 and claiming the property’s water account should have been 
reclassified and recoded back to June 2014. 

WASD recognizes that the property was never used for retail space as commercial or open to the public.  
Therefore, because of the inherent uncertainty of litigation, WASD believes that it is in the County’s 
best interest to resolve the dispute between the parties, especially given that an unfavorable verdict for 
the County has the potential of establishing precedent that could be used against the County at a later 
time.  Under the terms of the Settlement Agreement, WASD has agreed to retroactively recode the 
Terrazas account from mixed-use to multi-family as of April 5, 2017, the date that WASD’s audit 
confirmed there was no longer vacant retail space.  Under the Settlement Agreement (Exhibit A), the 
County will pay Terrazas $417,860.98 (with $229,823.54 paid via check and the remainder provided 
as a credit on the water bill associated with the property).   

Given that WASD verified that Terrazas never operated as mixed use and that plumbing has been 
separated, it is in the County’s best interest to settle the dispute with Terrazas. WASD recommends 
approval of the Settlement Agreement. 

______________________ 
Jimmy Morales  
Chief Operations Officer 
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Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney

October 5, 2021
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(O)(1)
10-5-21Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION APPROVING SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND TERRAZAS 

RIVERPARK VILLAGE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, 

INC.; AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 

DESIGNEE TO MAKE PAYMENTS TO TERRAZAS 

RIVERPARK VILLAGE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, 

INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $417,860.98 IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH THE TERMS OF THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT, 

EXECUTE THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND EXERCISE 

ALL RIGHTS CONTAINED THEREIN 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

Section 1.  Approves the Settlement Agreement, in substantially the form attached to 

the accompanying memorandum as Exhibit A, between Miami-Dade County and Terrazas 

Riverpark Village Condominium Association, Inc. 

Section 2. Authorizes the County Mayor or designee to make payments in the 

amount of $417,860.98 to resolve any and all claims between the parties; execute the 

Settlement Agreement for and on behalf of Miami-Dade County, and exercise all rights 

contained therein. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  
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Agenda Item No. 8(O)(1)
Page No. 2 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Chairman 

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Vice-Chairman 

Sen. René García Keon Hardemon 

Sally A. Heyman Danielle Cohen Higgins 

Eileen Higgins Joe A. Martinez 

Kionne L. McGhee Jean Monestime 

Raquel A. Regalado Rebeca Sosa 

Sen. Javier D. Souto 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 5th day of 

October, 2021.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Angela F. Benjamin 

Melanie J. Spencer  
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