
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 11(A)(5) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz  DATE: May 3, 2022 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution authorizing the 
County Attorney Miami-Dade County Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual, Transgender,  
Queer (“LGBTQ”) Advisory  
Board to take any and all  
necessary steps to join the  
Anti-Defamation League’s  
Florida Hate Crime Coalition  

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor 
Commissioner Sally A. Heyman. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/ks 
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Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney

May 3, 2022
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 11(A)(5) 
5-3-22Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 
LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER, QUEER 
(“LGBTQ”) ADVISORY BOARD TO TAKE ANY AND ALL 
NECESSARY STEPS TO JOIN THE ANTI-DEFAMATION 
LEAGUE’S FLORIDA HATE CRIME COALITION  

WHEREAS, on May 5, 2020, this Board adopted Resolution No. R-423-20, which 

authorized Miami-Dade County to join the Anti-Defamation League’s Florida Hate Crime 

Coalition (“FHCC”) and directed the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to take any and 

all necessary steps to ensure that Miami-Dade County becomes a member of the FHCC; and  

WHEREAS, the FHCC was established in 2016 with a mission to make Florida’s hate 

crime law comprehensive by expressly providing for the inclusion of bias crimes committed 

because of physical disability, gender, or gender identity, as well as “association with” or “mixed 

motive” hate crimes, in Florida’s hate crime law; and  

WHEREAS, this Board adopted Resolution No. R-423-20 in furtherance of its belief that 

“diversity in our community is a source of strength and opportunity” and that the Board should be 

“committed to promoting tolerance, inclusion, and public safety”; and  

WHEREAS, at the February 2, 2022 meeting of the Miami-Dade County Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (“LGBTQ”) Advisory Board, the LGBTQ Advisory Board voted 

unanimously to urge the Board of County Commissioners to authorize the LGBTQ Advisory 

Board to join the FHCC, as memorialized in the attached letter from Chairwoman Patricia 

Hernandez of the LGBTQ Advisory Board; and  
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WHEREAS, section 2-2405 of the Code of Miami-Dade County sets forth the powers and 

duties of the LGBTQ Advisory Board, and subsection (n) provides that the LGBTQ Advisory 

Board shall “perform such other duties as may from time to time be assigned to it by the Board of 

County Commissioners”; and  

WHEREAS, according to the Florida Attorney General, hate crimes based on sexual 

orientation currently account for 22 percent of all hate crimes, surpassing religion as the second 

highest category; and 

WHEREAS, the Human Rights Campaign Foundation, a national LGBTQ organization, 

in a report titled “An Epidemic of Violence 2021,” concluded that 2021 was the deadliest year 

for transgender and gender non-conforming people in the U.S. on record with at least 50 

transgender and gender non-conforming people killed, some of whom lived in Florida; and 

WHEREAS, further, Equality Florida, a statewide LGBTQ organization, reported that 

when taking into account the size of the targeted communities, LGBT Floridians are at the highest 

risk of being targeted with a hate crime; and 

WHEREAS, to promote safety, tolerance, and diversity in Miami-Dade County, this 

Board believes that LGBTQ Advisory Board membership on the FHCC would be invaluable; and 

 WHEREAS, this Board wishes to authorize the LGBTQ Advisory Board to take all 

necessary steps to join and become a member of the FHCC, which membership shall be at no cost,  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board authorizes the 

Miami-Dade County Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (“LGBTQ”) Advisory Board to 

take any and all necessary steps to join the Anti-Defamation League’s Florida Hate Crime 

Coalition (“FHCC”).  This Board further authorizes the LGBTQ Advisory Board to select a board 

member to represent the LGBTQ Advisory Board on the FHCC.   

The Prime Sponsor of the foregoing resolution is Commissioner Sally A. Heyman.  It was 

offered by Commissioner                                          , who moved its adoption.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner                                          and upon being put to a vote, the vote was 

as follows:  

Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Chairman 
Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Vice-Chairman 

Sen. René García Keon Hardemon 
Sally A. Heyman Danielle Cohen Higgins 
Eileen Higgins Joe A. Martinez 
Kionne L. McGhee Jean Monestime 
Raquel A. Regalado Rebeca Sosa 
Sen. Javier D. Souto 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 3rd day 

of May, 2022.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Christopher J. Wahl 
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