
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 8(O)(1)

TO: Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz DATE: November 1, 2022
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution approving and 
County Attorney authorizing the County Mayor to

execute a Settlement Agreement 
between Ingram Park 
Apartments, LLC; the City of
Opa-Locka; and Miami-Dade 
County, which includes dismissal 
of a lawsuit, release of all claims 
and payment of $105,920.00 by 
Ingram Park Apartments, LLC to
the City in satisfaction of all 
unpaid water and sewer bills 
through December 2019; and 
authorizing the County Mayor to
exercise any rights contained 
therein

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Water and Sewer Department and placed on 
the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Senator René García.

_______________________________
Geri Bonzon-Keenan 
County Attorney
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Executive Summary 
The attached resolution seeks approval of a Settlement Agreement (Agreement) between the City 
of Opa-Locka (City), Miami Dade County (County), and a City of Opa-Locka Utility customer, 
Ingram Park Apartments, LLC (the “Plaintiff”).  The Settlement Agreement resolves a lawsuit that 
was brought against the City and the County related to alleged improper billing practices by the 
City and the alleged breach of unspecified contractual obligations by the County. Pursuant to the 
terms of the Agreement, Plaintiff will pay the City $105,920.00 as full and final satisfaction of all 
unpaid water and sewer bills owed to the City through December 2019 and will dismiss its lawsuit 
against the County and the City with prejudice.  In exchange, the City and County will release any
liens imposed on the Plaintiff’s property for the nonpayment of water bills 

Recommendation
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) approve the Agreement, 
which is attached to the accompanying resolution as Exhibit 1,and authorize the County Mayor or 
County Mayor’s designee to execute the Agreement. 

Scope
The City of Opa-Locka is located in Districts 1, 2, and 13, which are represented by Vice-Chairman 
Gilbert, Commissioner Jean Monestime and Commissioner Rene Garcia, respectively.  

Delegation of Authority 
This item authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute the Settlement 
Agreement for and on behalf of the County and to exercise any rights contained therein. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source
Because the County is not paying or receiving any money through the Agreement, there will be no 
fiscal impact to the County.  

Track Recorder/Monitor
Frances Morris, Chief Financial Officer for the Miami Dade Water and Sewer Department 
(WASD), will oversee implementation of the Settlement Agreement.

Date:

To: Honorable Chairman Jose “Pepe” Diaz
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

From: Honorable Daniella Levine Cava
Mayor 

Subject: Approval of Settlement Agreement to Resolve a Lawsuit between Ingram Park 
Apartments, LLC, the City of Opa-Locka and Miami-Dade County
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Honorable Chairman Jose “Pepe” Diaz
and Members, Board of County Commissioners
Page 2

Background
On July 18, 2017, the Board approved, via Resolution No. R-769-17, a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between the County and the City through which the County was to take 
over billing and collection services for the City’s water and sewer utility in exchange for payment 
of a fee by the City for the County’s billing and collection services. In addition, as part of the 
MOU, the County was to be repaid for various debts owed by the City to WASD and other County 
departments for a variety of services that had been provided to the City in the past.

Between 2018 and 2020, as a part of its efforts to overhaul the City's billing practices, the County 
installed new water meters for all of the City's customers and, since then, has been utilizing a team 
of County and City employees to read the new meters. The new water meters within the City 
measure the water usage accurately, and the bills are based on meter readings rather than estimates. 
These improvements to the billing system, however, have understandably resulted in higher bills 
for many customers, who are now seeing their actual water usage at the rates set by the City 
reflected on their bills. Some of the utility customers who have seen increases in their water and 
sewer bill have disputed the accuracy of the billings and filed complaints against the City and the 
County alleging, among other claims, a breach of contract. 

The Plaintiff filed a lawsuit against the City and the County: Ingram Park Apartments, LLC v. 
Miami-Dade County and City of Opa-Locka, Florida, 20-008684-CA-01 (the “Ingram Case”), in 
the Circuit Court of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit in and for Miami-Dade County, Florida. The 
Plaintiff are seeking damages for breach of contract and injunctive relief. 

After several years of litigating these matters, the Plaintiff, the City and the County have reached 
a settlement of the case. In exchange for Plaintiff paying the City $105,920.00 as full and final 
settlement of all unpaid water and sewer bills through December 2019, the City and the County 
will release any liens that have been imposed against the Plaintiff’s properties prior to December 
2019. All claims that any party has against the others will be released through the settlement, and 
the Ingram Case will be dismissed with prejudice.

Because of the inherent uncertainty of litigation, WASD believes that it is in the County’s best 
interest to resolve the dispute between the Parties. WASD recommends approval of the Settlement 
Agreement.

______________________
Jimmy Morales 
Chief Operations Officer
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(O)(1)
11-1-22Veto __________

Override __________

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________

RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE 
COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO 
EXECUTE A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
INGRAM PARK APARTMENTS, LLC; THE CITY OF OPA-
LOCKA; AND MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, WHICH INCLUDES 
DISMISSAL OF A LAWSUIT, RELEASE OF ALL CLAIMS 
AND PAYMENT OF $105,920.00 BY INGRAM PARK 
APARTMENTS, LLC TO THE CITY IN SATISFACTION OF 
ALL UNPAID WATER AND SEWER BILLS THROUGH 
DECEMBER 2019; AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY 
MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXERCISE 
ANY RIGHTS CONTAINED THEREIN

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board approves and 

authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute a Settlement Agreement 

between Ingram Park Apartments, LLC; the City of Opa-Locka; and the County, in substantially 

the form attached hereto as Exhibit 1.  The Settlement Agreement includes payment of 

$105,920.00 by Ingram Park Apartments, LLC to the City in exchange for a release of  any liens 

imposed against the Plaintiff’s properties for unpaid water and sewer bills through December 2019; 

a release of any and all claims as to all parties; and dismissal of a lawsuit brought against the 

County and the City with prejudice. This Board further authorizes the County Mayor or County 

Mayor’s designee to exercise any rights contained therein.
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Agenda Item No. 8(O)(1) 
Page No. 2

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner ,

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Chairman
Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Vice-Chairman

Sen. René García Keon Hardemon
Sally A. Heyman Danielle Cohen Higgins
Eileen Higgins Kionne L. McGhee
Jean Monestime Raquel A. Regalado
Rebeca Sosa Sen. Javier D. Souto

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 1st day of

November, 2022.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the 

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board.

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY ITS BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK

By:________________________
Deputy Clerk

Approved by County Attorney as
to form and legal sufficiency. ______

Sarah E. Davis

______
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Exhibit 1
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