
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 14(A)(2) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III  DATE: July 18, 2023
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution authorizing 
County Attorney conveyance of non-exclusive 

easements to Florida Power and 
Light Company for a nominal 
sum of $1.00 to install, operate 
and maintain electrical power 
facilities at the South Dade 
Transit Operations Center 
located at SW 127 Avenue and 
Biscayne Drive, Homestead, 
Florida and authorizing the 
County Mayor to amend 
easement exhibits under certain 
circumstances, execute the 
easement conveyances, take all 
actions to effectuate same and 
exercise all provisions contained 
therein 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Transportation and Public Works Department 
and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Kionne L. McGhee. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/ks 
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Executive Summary 
The purpose of this item is to gain approval of the Board of County Commissioners (Board) to 
convey non-exclusive utility easements to Florida Power and Light Company (FPL) for provision 
of electric power service to the South Dade Transit Operations Center.  The Center will house a 
fleet of up to 100 electric buses, and the easements are required for FPL to service the Center.  
Under the conveyance, there is no fiscal impact to the County.   

The South Dade Transit Operations Center is a new facility that will improve operational 
efficiency by dramatically reducing turnaround time for returning buses to service, decreasing out 
of service mileage. The Center is currently in the design phase and is scheduled to be fully 
constructed and operational by March 2025.  In addition to housing and maintaining the electric 
bus fleet, the Center will have offices for the Department of Transportation and Public Works’ 
revenue operations, Office of Training and Traffic Signals and Signs Division.    

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board authorize the conveyance of non-exclusive utility easements to 
FPL to provide for the installation, construction, operation, and maintenance of electrical facilities 
to service the South Dade Transit Operations Center.  

Scope 
The proposed easements are located on County-owned land at the South Dade Transit Operations 
Center, physically at SW 127 Avenue and Biscayne Drive, Homestead, Florida, in District 9, 
represented by Commissioner Kionne L. McGhee. However, as the Operations Center will 
enhance the performance of the entire transit system, there will be a countywide impact. 

Delegation of Authority 
This item authorizes the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee to execute the easements 
and exercise all provisions contained therein and to amend Exhibit A and Exhibit B of the 
easements to revise the survey and legal description of the easement areas to conform with the as-
built location of the utility facilities so long as the utility facilities have been positioned within 25 
feet of the originally proposed location and the total area is no greater than 25 percent of  the 
originally proposed easement area.    

Date: 

To: 

From: Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Conveyance of Non-Exclusive Utility Easements to Florida Power and Light 
Company to Provide Electrical Service to the South Dade Transit Operations 
Center  

July 18, 2023

Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
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Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
The easements will be conveyed to FPL for a nominal sum of $1.00. There is no other fiscal 
impact to the County associated with the conveyance of the easements.   

Track Record/Monitor 
The person responsible for monitoring the proposed easement is Javier Bustamante, 
Department of Transportation and Public Works, Assistant Director, Transit Project 
Management and Support Services. 

Background 
As development in Miami-Dade County continues to expand southerly, the need to provide 
quality, on time transit services to residents increases, necessitating a maintenance facility for 
the Department of Transportation and Public Works’ bus fleet within the South Dade area. 
Furthermore, the forthcoming completion of the South Corridor of the Strategic Miami Area 
Rapid Transit Program (i.e., the SMART Program and the South Dade TransitWay) requires 
servicing the electric bus fleet that will operate along the corridor. The South Dade Transit 
Operations Center was added to the Fiscal Year 2021-25 update to the Five-Year 
Implementation Plan of the People’s Transportation Plan.  

The South Dade Transit Operations Center will be located at SW 288 Street (Biscayne Drive) 
and SW 127 Avenue on County-owned property.  The facility is currently in the design phase 
and is scheduled to be fully constructed and operational by March 2025.   

The placement of easements needed for electrical service to the new facility has already been 
determined. One easement will provide power connection to the FPL transformer vault. The 
other easement will be located along Biscayne Drive for the FPL distribution power lines. 
Consequently, to ensure that the installation of electrical service facilities coincides with the 
construction schedule and are installed and operational prior to the completion of 
construction, the Department of Transportation and Public Works is requesting the 
conveyance of the easements at this time. The FPL lines serving the facility shall be directly 
buried underground for aesthetic presentation, with no or very little aboveground appearance. 

FPL has advised that in the event of complete non-use of the underground utility easement 
for a period of two consecutive years, or if the County abandons the project and no longer 
uses the FPL facilities, the County can request that FPL initiate the process to release the 
easement and to remove the FPL facilities from the easement area at the expense of the 
County. To release the easement, FPL will need to deliver a duly executed release of the 
easement in recordable form to the County.  

_________________________ 
Jimmy Morales 
Chief Operations Officer 
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Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney

July 18, 2023

MDC004

14(A)(2)



Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 14(A)(2)
7-18-23 Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONVEYANCE OF NON-

EXCLUSIVE EASEMENTS TO FLORIDA POWER AND LIGHT 

COMPANY FOR A NOMINAL SUM OF $1.00 TO INSTALL, 

OPERATE AND MAINTAIN ELECTRICAL POWER 

FACILITIES AT THE SOUTH DADE TRANSIT OPERATIONS 

CENTER LOCATED AT SW 127 AVENUE AND BISCAYNE 

DRIVE, HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA  AND AUTHORIZING THE 

COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO 

AMEND EASEMENT EXHIBITS UNDER CERTAIN 

CIRCUMSTANCES, EXECUTE THE EASEMENT 

CONVEYANCES, TAKE ALL ACTIONS TO EFFECTUATE 

SAME AND EXERCISE ALL PROVISIONS CONTAINED 

THEREIN  

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board:  

Section 1.   Incorporates and approves the foregoing recitals as if fully set forth herein. 

Section 2.     Approves the conveyance of non-exclusive easements to Florida Power and 

Light Company (“FPL”) for $1.00 to install, operate and maintain electrical power facilities at the 

South Dade Transit Operations Center located in the vicinity of SW 127 Avenue and Biscayne 

Drive, Homestead, Florida, in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and Exhibit 

“B” (the “easements”), for the purpose of providing electrical service to the South Dade Transit 

Operations Center. 
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Section 3. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute the 

easements for and on behalf of Miami-Dade County, exercise all provisions contained therein, to 

take all actions to effectuate same, and to amend Exhibit A and Exhibit B, to revise the survey and 

legal description of the easement areas to conform with the as-built locations of the utility facilities 

so long as the utility facilities have been positioned within 25 feet of the originally proposed 

locations and the total area is no greater than 25 percent of the originally proposed easement area. 

Section 4.   Directs the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee, pursuant to 

Resolution No. R-974-09, to record the easement and any amendments thereto, as referenced in 

section 3 above, in the public records of the County and provide a recorded copy to the Clerk of

the Board within 30 days of execution of said instruments and directs the Clerk of the Board to 

permanently store the recorded copies with this resolution.  

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 

Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 

Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 

Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 

Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 

Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 

Micky Steinberg 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 18th day

of July, 2023.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Dale P. Clarke 
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