
MEMORANDUM 
Agenda Item No. 11(A)(5) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III  DATE:  September 19, 2023
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution authorizing the     
County Attorney County Mayor and the Public 

Health Trust to execute a 
termination of the Ground Lease 
with the University of Miami, a 
Florida not-for-profit 
corporation, and to exercise the 
rights conferred therein and take 
all actions necessary to effectuate 
same 

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor 
Commissioner Keon Hardemon. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/jp 
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Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney

September 19,  2023
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 11(A)(5)
9-19-23 Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 
COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE AND THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
TRUST TO EXECUTE A TERMINATION OF THE GROUND 
LEASE WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI, A FLORIDA 
NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION, AND TO EXERCISE THE 
RIGHTS CONFERRED THEREIN AND TAKE ALL ACTIONS 
NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE SAME 

WHEREAS, the Public Health Trust is an agency and instrumentality of Miami-Dade 

County (the “County”) that operates the Jackson Health System, including the Jackson Memorial 

Medical Center campus and other designated facilities that provide health care services in Miami-

Dade County (the “Trust”); and 

WHEREAS, on December 20, 1968, the County entered into a lease agreement (“Lease”) 

with the University of Miami, a Florida not-for-profit corporation (the “University”), a copy of 

which is attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein, whereby the University leased 

the premises located at 1800 NW 10th Avenue, Miami, Florida (“Leased Premises”), for a term of 

80 years at a rental rate of $1.00 per year; and 

WHEREAS, the Trust was created in 1973 pursuant to Chapter 25A-1 of the Code of 

Miami-Dade County (“Code”) and possession, operating control, and governance of “designated 

facilities” were transferred to the Trust in accordance with chapter 25A-2(b) of the Code; and 

WHEREAS, the Leased Premises is part of the designated facilities of the Trust as defined 

in chapter 25A-2(a) of the Code; and 
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WHEREAS, the Trust intends to construct a new Emergency Department on the Jackson 

Memorial Medical Center campus, and has determined that incorporating the site of the Leased 

Premises into the new Emergency Department footprint optimizes the design and efficiency of the 

project; and 

WHEREAS, early termination of the Lease would enable the Trust to 

incorporate the existing Premises into the site of the Trust’s new Emergency Department project; 

WHEREAS, the University has agreed to terminate the Lease early; and  

WHEREAS, early termination of the Lease requires action by this Board; and 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the memorandum 

accompanying Resolution No. PHT 06/2023-035, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 

“B”, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Section 1. This Board adopts the foregoing recitals as though fully set forth herein. 

Section 2. This Board hereby authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s 

designee and the Board of Trustees of the Trust or its designee to execute the Lease Termination 

Agreement, in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit “C” and incorporated herein by 

reference, between the County and the University of Miami, and to exercise the rights conferred 

therein and to take all actions necessary to effectuate same. 
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Section 3. This Board directs the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to record 

in the public records the Lease Termination Agreement or a memorandum of the termination and 

to provide a copy of such document to the Clerk of the Board within 30 days of execution and final 

acceptance. This Board directs the Clerk to attach and permanently store a recorded copy of any 

instrument provided in accordance herewith together with this resolution. 

The Prime Sponsor of the foregoing resolution is Commissioner Keon Hardemon. It was 

offered by Commissioner                                          , who moved its adoption.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner                                          and upon being put to a vote, the vote was 

as follows:  

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 
Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 
Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 
Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 
Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 
Micky Steinberg 

MDC005



Agenda Item No. 11(A)(5) 
Page No. 4 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 19th day 

of September, 2023.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days 

after the date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become 

effective only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this 

resolution and the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
   BY ITS BOARD OF 
   COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

   JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

   By:________________________ 
         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Kevin Marker 
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Public Health Trust Board of Trustees 
June 28, 2023 

RESOLUTION NO. PHT 06/2023 - 035 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO SEEK MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER APPROVAL FOR THE MUTUAL 
TERMINATION OF THE GROUND LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 
AND THE UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI FOR THE ELLIOTT BUILDING PROPERTY LOCATED 
AT 1800 NW 10m AVENUE, MIAMI, FLORIDA AND AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER TO TAKE ALL ACTION NECESSARY, INCLUDING EXECUTING AGREEMENTS 
AND INSTRUMENTS, TO EFFECTUATE THE SAME 

Rosa Costanzo, Senior Vice President Strategic Sourcing, Supply Chain Management and 
Chief Procurement Officer, Jackson Health System 

WHEREAS, Miami-Dade County and the University of Miami (University) entered into a ground lease 

agreement (Ground Lease) on December 20, 1968 to allow the University to occupy the former Elliott Blood Bank 

Building located at 1800 NW 10th Avenue, Miami, Florida for a term of80 years; 

WHEREAS, the term of the Ground Lease is scheduled to terminate on December 20, 2048; 

WHEREAS, the Trust has requested that the University and Miami-Dade County mutually terminate the 

Ground Lease to allow the Elliott Building Property to be demolished by the Trust and incorporated into the new 

Emergency Department at Jackson Memorial Hospital project (Project); 

WHEREAS, the Trust now seeks to authorize the Chief Executive Officer to seek Board of County 

Commissioner approval to mutually terminate the Ground Lease; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Executive Officer of the Trust, the Purchasing and Facilities Subcommittee and the 

Fiscal Committee recommend approval of this resolution, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH 

TRUST OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Section 1. This Board hereby approves the foregoing recitals. 

Section 2. This Board authorizes the Chief Executive Officer to seek Miami-Dade County Board of 

County Commissioner approval for the mutual termination of the Ground Lease Agreement between Miami-Dade 

County and the University ofMiami for the Elliott Building property located at 1800 NW 10th Avenue, Miami, Florida. 

Section 3. This Board further authorizes the Chief Executive Officer to take all action necessary, 

including executing agreements and instruments, to effectuate the transaction and accomplish the purposes thereof. 

EXHIBIT B
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The foregoing resolution was offered by Amadeo Lopez Castro, III and the motion was seconded by Laurie Weiss 
Nuell as follows: 

Matthew J. Allen 
Antonio L. Argiz 
Amadeo Lopez-Castro, III 
Laurie Weiss Nuell 
Walter T. Richardson 
Carmen M. Sabater 

Absent 
Absent 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 

The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution as duly passed and adopted this 28 th day of June, 2023 . 

PUBLIC HEALTH TRUST OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY: __ 0____.__ ______ _ 
Laurie Weiss Nuell, Secretary 

Approved by the Miami-Dade County Attorney's Office as to form 

And legal suffiden,y ~._...;i......- - -
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

J~~!l 
Miracles nuuk ~-

Walter T. Richardson, Chairman 
and Members, Public Health Trust Board of Trustees 

Rosa Costanzo 
Senior Vice President Strategic Sourcing, Supply Chain Management 
and Chief Procurement Officer 

June 28, 2023 

Mutual Termination of Elliott Building Ground Lease between Miami-Dade County and the 
University of Miami 

Recommendation 
Staff recommends that the Public Health Trust Board of Trustees (Board) authorize the Chief Executive Officer to 
seek Miami-Dade County Board of County Commissioner approval for the mutual termination of the Ground Lease 
Agreement between Miami-Dade County and the University of Miami (University) for the Elliott Building property 
located at 1800 NW 10th Avenue, Miami, Florida (Ground Lease). 

Scope 
The proposed mutual termination of the Ground Lease allows the Trust to incorporate the Elliott Building Property 
into the new Emergency Department at Jackson Memorial Hospital Project (Project) as planned. 

Fiscal Impact 
There is no fiscal impact associated with this item. 

Track Record/Monitor 
Dan Chatlos, Director, Real Estate Services, would track and monitor the transaction. 

Background 
Miami-Dade County and the University of Miami entered into the Ground Lease on December 20, 1968 to allow the 
University to occupy the former Elliott Blood Bank Building for a term of 80 years. The Ground Lease is currently 
scheduled to expire on December 20, 2048. 

The Trust is commencing construction of the Project in August of2023 and has requested that the University vacate 
the Elliott Building and terminate the Ground Lease to allow the Trust' s use of the Elliott Building Property as part of 
the Project. 

Board of County Commissioner approval is required to mutually terminate the Ground Lease. Accordingly, staff 
recommends that the Board authorize the Chief Executive Officer to seek Board of County Commissioner approval 
for the above referenced action and to take all action necessary to effectuate the same. 
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