
Executive Summary 
On March 7, 2023, the Board of County Commissioners (Board) adopted Resolution No. R-181-23 
approving a non-exclusive Professional Services Agreement (PSA) for Rickenbacker Causeway Bond 
Engineering Services. The services to be provided through the PSA correspond to those required in 
Bond Ordinance No. 13-110, Sections 208, 405, 510, 702, 704, and 712. It was noted, however, at the 
time that the resolution was brought before the Board, the contract document contained an error within 
pages 10 and 11 of the PSA. This error pertains to the consultant’s compensation rate and requires 
correction to obtain the requisite professional services. The attached contract establishes the maximum 
rate of compensation for the consultant, inclusive of multipliers of direct salary, as $280 per hour. The 
previously listed maximum rate of compensation, also inclusive of multipliers, was $98 per hour. 
Additionally, the updated contract specifies that rates for technical experts and specialty consultant 
services shall be negotiated by the Director of the Department of Transportation and Public Works 
(DTPW) or the Director’s designee. This change does not change the total contract amount that was 
previously approved by the Board. 

Therefore, it recommended that the Board rescind Resolution No. 181-23 and approve the enclosed 
contract, which is the final and fully negotiated PSA executed by the consultant. This item, upon 
approval, will allow for the execution of a contract with HNTB Corporation in an amount of 
$2,200,000, establishing one non-exclusive PSA for Rickenbacker Causeway Bond Engineering 
Services for a five-year term.  The services of a bond engineer are required as part of each bond 
agreement and associated financing documents. These services are to include performing annual 
inspections of the physical conditions of the Rickenbacker Causeway and related facilities and prepare 
separate reports of the physical condition of the roadway, bridges and toll facilities, including a detailed 
mile-by-mile visual inspection of the roadway, bridges, and sidewalks. Following a competitive 
procurement, HNTB was the highest-rated respondent. 

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board rescind Resolution No. 181-23 and approve the attached PSA for 
Rickenbacker Causeway Bond Engineering Services, Contract No. E20-PROS-03, between HNTB 
Corporation and the County for $2,200,000 for a five-year term.  The change is required as a result of 
the prior contract incorporating the consultant’s maximum raw hourly rate in place of the fully loaded 
rate within the document. This item has been prepared by the Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces 
Department (PROS) on behalf of DTPW.  

Date: 

To: 

From: Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Contract Award Recommendation for Department of Transportation and Public 
Works (DTPW) Professional Services Agreement, Project No. E20-PROS-03, for 
Rickenbacker Causeway Bond Engineering Services 

November 7, 2023

Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
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Delegation of Authority  
The authority of the County Mayor or County Mayor's designee to execute and implement this contract 
is consistent with those authorities granted under the Code of Miami-Dade County, including the 
authority to exercise termination provisions.  

 Scope 
PROJECT 
NAME: Rickenbacker Causeway Bond Engineering Services   

PROJECT NO: E20-PROS-03 

CONTRACT NO: E20-PROS-03 

PROJECT 
DESCRIPTION: DTPW has the need to establish one non-exclusive PSA to provide professional 

bond engineering services from one qualified consultant to fulfill and perform 
the services of a bond engineer as set forth in Bond Ordinance No. 13-110, 
Sections 208, 405, 510, 702, 704, and 712. The services of a bond engineer are 
required as part of each bond agreement and associated financing documents. 
The independent Consulting Engineer is required to act on behalf of the 
bondholders to execute a scope of service that consists of the following: 

• Perform traffic engineering consulting services and review of the
Rickenbacker Causeway’s toll revenue transactions and capabilities,
engineering decisions, and future plans.

• Review annual facility inspection reports (2019) of all the Rickenbacker
Causeway and related facilities.

• The Consulting Engineer shall prepare, when requested by the department,
the certificate required in Section 208(a)(ii) of Bond Ordinance No. 13-110 in
accordance with the requirements of such subsection (a); and the report
described in Section 501 of said Bond Ordinance.

• Make recommendations for remedial action, if warranted, after each
inspection of the Rickenbacker Causeway facilities.

• Perform annual inspections of the physical conditions of the Rickenbacker
Causeway and related facilities and prepare separate reports of the physical
condition of the roadway, bridges and toll facilities to include the following:

 Conduct a detailed mile-by-mile visual inspection of the roadway,
bridges, sidewalks, shoreline and public access beaches, drainage

MDC002



Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

  Page 3 
 

 

structures and all appurtenances thereto such as lighting, signage, 
pavement striping, and marking, entry and exit gates, toll plaza 
structures, buildings, public restrooms, and toll equipment. As a 
part of this inspection, photographs will be taken of problem areas 
that the Consulting Engineer recommends need continuous 
monitoring and/or corrective action. 

 
 Conduct, at minimum, a yearly structural inspection of bridges and 

submit the completed Consulting Engineer’s inspection forms to 
DTPW along with the annual report that will summarize the 
Consulting Engineer’s opinions concerning the conditions of the 
facilities. 

 
 Inspect structures located within the Rickenbacker Causeway 

inventory (Exhibit A) in compliance with applicable federal 
regulations such as the National Bridge Inspection Standards, 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 23, Part 650, Subpart C; 
Title XXVI, Section 335.074, Florida Statutes; State of Florida 
Department of Transportation Rules Chapter 14-48.0011, F.A.C., 
Inspection Bridges; and OSHA 29 CFR, Part 1926, Subpart C. 

 
• Review the latest available bridge inspection reports prepared by the Florida 
Department of Transportation (FDOT) and any other agency. 
 
• Generate recommendations, approvals, and/or certifications as required in the 
Bond Ordinance. 
 
• Conduct annual Traffic and Revenue Study of Rickenbacker Causeway. 
 
• Review and analyze, on a regular basis, DTPW’s monthly traffic revenue and 
expense statements for the Rickenbacker Causeway toll facility, as well as 
other traffic reports, information and data furnished by DTPW. 
 
• Prepare and submit to DTPW bi-yearly reports of the traffic, operation and 
revenue aspects of the Rickenbacker Causeway toll facility; the reports shall 
compare the results of the current year’s operation with the previous year’s 
operation, as well as the forecasts contained in the Official Statement of Series 
2013 Bonds or successors for the toll facility. 
 
• Conduct an annual inspection of beach erosion on the improved beaches 
within the public rights of way on Hobie Island and Virginia Key and provide 
recommendations for corrective actions. 
 
• Provide expert testimony in judicial or quasi-judicial proceedings regarding 
toll revenues and existing or proposed revenue producing facilities. 
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• Make recommendations for advisable revisions or modifications of the 
amount that should be deposited on an annual basis into the Renewal, 
Replacement, and Improvement Fund in accordance with Section 704 of the 
Bond Ordinance for inclusion in the Annual Budget for the bridge and toll 
facilities. 
 
• Make recommendations on the amount of insurance that DTPW should carry 
to cover replacement costs arising from damage to or destruction of part or all 
of the transportation facilities as defined by the Resolution in accordance with 
Section 706 of the Bond Ordinance and subsequent supplemental resolutions. 
 
• Prepare a Consulting Engineer’s Report setting forth the findings by review 
of reports and site observations whether the Rickenbacker Causeway has been 
maintained in good repair and working order, as well as provide advice on 
proper maintenance and operation. 
 
• Attend meetings with DTPW staff, the Miami Dade County Bridge Engineer, 
consulting engineers, officials of the Bond Finance Committee or any other 
person(s) as deemed necessary by DTPW upon request. 
 
• Provide general engineering support for the Rickenbacker Causeway as 
needed, including, but not limited to, future bond feasibility report services, 
origin and destination studies, traffic surveys, financial feasibility study, and 
toll rate structure study. 
 
• The consultant will report to the DTPW Project Manager along with the 
Miami-Dade County Bridge Engineer. 
 

 

PROJECT 
LOCATION:  

 
 

Rickenbacker Causeway 

 

PROJECT SITES:  

 

SITE #  LOCATION 1  DIST  ESTIMATE      T-S-R  

N/A  Rickenbacker 
Causeway 

   7       $2,200,000                  -- 

 

 

PRIMARY 
COMMISSION 
DISTRICT:  

 
 
District 7  
 

 
 
 

 

 

APPROVAL 
PATH:  

 Board of County 
Commissioners    

 

 

USING 
DEPARTMENT:  

 
 

Transportation and Public Works 
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MANAGING 
DEPARTMENT:  

 
 

Transportation and Public Works 
 
 Fiscal Impact / Funding Source  
   

 

FUNDING 
SOURCES:  

 

SOURCE  PROJECT 
NUM  

AMOUNT  

Rickenbacker CSWY Funds N/A   $2,200,000.00 

 

OPERATIONS 
COST IMPACT / 
FUNDING:  

 

 

 
Not Appliable  

 

MAINTENANCE 
COST IMPACT / 
FUNDING:  

 

 

 
Not Appliable 
 

 

LIFE 
EXPECTANCY OF 
ASSET:  

 
 

 

Not Appliable  

 

PTP FUNDING:  
 

No  

 

GOB FUNDING:  
 

No  

 

ARRA FUNDING:  
 

No  

 

CAPITAL 
BUDGET 
PROJECTS:  

CAPITAL BUDGET PROJECT # - DESCRIPTION  
       AWARD 

       ESTIMATE  
N/A   
Non-CAPITAL BUDGET PROJECTS TOTAL:    $2,200,000.00  
 

 

PROJECT 
TECHNICAL 
CERTIFICATION 
REQUIREMENTS:  

 

TYPE CODE DESCRIPTION 
PRIME 3.02 Highway Systems - Major Highway Design 
PRIME 3.03    Highway Systems - Bridge Design  
Sub       3.04    Highway Systems - Traffic Engineering Studies 
Sub       3.09    Highway Systems - Signing, Pavement Marking,  
                       and Channelization 
Sub       3.12    Highway Systems - Underwater Engineering  
                       Inspection 
Sub 16.00  General Civil Engineering 

 

NTPC 
DOWNLOADED:  

  
14 
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BIDS RECEIVED:  6  
 

 

CONTRACT 
PERIOD:  

1825 Days – Excludes Warranty Administration Period. 
This Agreement shall remain in full force and in effect for five years after its date 
of execution or until completion of all project phases, whichever occurs last, 
unless terminated by mutual consent of parties hereto. 

 

CONTINGENCY 
PERIOD:  

 
N/A 

 

 

IG FEE 
INCLUDED IN 
BASE 
CONTRACT:  

 
 
 
No  

 

 

ART IN PUBLIC 
PLACES:  

 
No  

 

 

BASE ESTIMATE:  $2,000,000.00   
 

 

BASE CONTRACT 
AMOUNT:  

 
$2,000,000.00   

 

 

 

CONTINGENCY 
ALLOWANCE 
(SECTION 2-8.1 
MIAMI DADE 
COUNTY CODE):  

 
TYPE   PERCENT  AMOUNT  COMMENT  

PSA   10%  $200,000.00   
 

 

TOTAL 
DEDICATED 
ALLOWANCE:  

 
 
$ 0.00  

   
 

  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT:  $2,200,000.00     
 

  
  
Track Record / Monitor  
  

  

 

SBD HISTORY OF 
VIOLATIONS:  

 
None  

 

  

 

 

EXPLANATION:  

 

 
The Request to Advertise (RTA) was filed with Clerk of the Board (COB) 
on April 16, 2021. A total of five proposals were received on August 2, 
2021. On September 10, 2021, the County Attorney’s Office deemed Jacobs 
Engineering Group, Inc.’s proposal non-responsive per Addendum No. 2. 
Jacobs took issue with a material portion of the solicitation by asserting that 
it will not provide a service required by the scope of work. Consequently, 
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Jacobs Engineering Group, Inc.’s proposal was not evaluated by the 
Competitive Selection Committee (CSC) (See Attachment, “County 
Attorney’s Responsiveness Determination”).  On September 22, 2021, the 
Internal Services Department’s Small Business Development Division 
(SBD) evaluated four firms that were deemed compliant.  
 
On October 29, 2021, at the First-Tier meeting, the CSC evaluated all 
responsive and responsible proposals and deemed the information sufficient 
to determine the qualifications of the teams. By majority vote, the CSC 
decided to forego Second-Tier proceedings and recommended the 
following firms, in order of preference, for negotiation of four PSAs: 

 
The Negotiation Committee was approved by the County Mayor’s designee 
on November 18, 2021. The Committee negotiated with the top ranked firm, 
HNTB Corporation, on December 8, 2021, and concluded on December 12, 
2021. The Negotiation Committee reached a consensus to finalize 
negotiations on December 22, 2021. 

 

 

SUBMITTAL 
DATE:  

 
 

 
08/02/2021  

  

 

ESTIMATED 
NOTICE TO 
PROCEED:  

 
 

 
07/20/2022 

  

 

PRIME 
CONSULTANT:  

 
HTNB Corporation    
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COMPANY 
PRINCIPAL:  

 
 

Leonard Becker, Senior Vice President   

 

COMPANY 
QUALIFIERS:  

 
 

Albert Hernandez   

 

COMPANY 
EMAIL ADDRESS:  

 
 

lebecker@HNTB.com   

 

COMPANY 
STREET 
ADDRESS:  

 
 

 

161 NW 6 Street, Suite 1000  
  

 

COMPANY CITY-
STATE-ZIP:  

 
 

Miami, FL 33136    

 

YEARS IN 
BUSINESS:  

 
 

26    

 

PREVIOUS 
CONTRACTS 
WITH COUNTY IN 
THE LAST FIVE 
YEARS:  

 
 
 
 

 

Two contracts with a total of $20,759,762.00  

  

 

SUB 
CONTRACTORS 
AND SUPPLIERS 
(SECTION 10-34 
MIAMI DADE 
COUNTY CODE):  

 
 
 
 
E-Science, Inc; Goal Associates, Inc; and Collins Engineering, Inc. 

 

  

 

MINIMUM 
QUALIFICATIONS 
EXCEED LEGAL 
REQUIREMENTS:  

  

 
 

N/A 

  

 

STANDARD 
PAYMENT AND 
PERFORMANCE 
BOND:  

   

 
 

Yes 
  

 

SBD REVIEW 
COMMITTEE:  

 
 MEETING DATE:  05/21/2021   SIGNOFF DATE:  06/15/2021      
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APPLICABLE 
WAGES: 
(RESOLUTION No. 
R-54-10)  
 

 
 

 
Yes    

 

REVIEW 
COMMITTEE 
ASSIGNED 
CONTRACT 
MEASURES:  

 

TYPE  GOAL     COMMENT  
CSBE  16%     See Attachment 5 

CWP  0.00%     Not Applicable  
  

 

MANDATORY 
CLEARING 
HOUSE:  

 
 
Yes  

 

  

 

CONTRACT 
MANAGER NAME 
/ PHONE / EMAIL:  

 
 

 

Ryan Fisher  305-469-5264  Ryan.Fisher@miamidade.gov  
  

 

PROJECT 
MANAGER NAME 
/ PHONE / EMAIL:  

 
 

 Lin Li   786-469-5266  Lin.Li@miamidade.gov  
  

 
Background  
   

  

 

BACKGROUND:  `  
 
The Rickenbacker Causeway consists of approximately 1.2 miles of bridge 
structures – the West Bridge, the William Powell Bridge, and the Bear Cut 
Bridge and approximately 2.4 miles of roadway built on dredged fill with 
a toll facility at the western terminus. It has been operated as a toll road 
since its original opening in 1947 and is currently a one-way tolling 
facility.  
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Jimmy Morales, Chief Operations Officer 
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(N)(3)
11-7-23 Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION RESCINDING RESOLUTION NO. R-181-23 
AND APPROVING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND 
HNTB CORPORATION TO PROVIDE RICKENBACKER 
CAUSEWAY BOND ENGINEERING SERVICES, 
CONTRACT NO. E-20-PROS-03, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO 
EXCEED $2,200,000.00 FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS; 
AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 
COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE THE 
AGREEMENT AND TO EXERCISE THE PROVISIONS 
CONTAINED THEREIN, INCLUDING TERMINATION 
PROVISIONS 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board rescinds 

Resolution No. R-181-23 and hereby approves the award of the Professional Services Agreement 

to HNTB Corporation for Rickenbacker Causeway Bond Engineering Services, Contract No. E-

20-PROS-03 (the “Agreement”), in an amount not to exceed $2,200,000.00 and for a term of five

years, in substantially the form attached hereto and made a part hereof; and further authorizes the 

County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute the Agreement and to exercise all 

provisions contained therein, including the termination provisions. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner    

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

MDC015



Agenda Item No. 8(N)(3) 
Page No. 2 

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 
Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 
Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 
Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 
Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 
Micky Steinberg 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 7th day of 

November, 2023.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the 

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 
Annery Pulgar Alfonso 
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