
MEMORANDUM

Agenda Item No. 8(L)(5)

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III DATE: November 7, 2023
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution accepting six 

County Attorney Environmentally Endangered 

Lands covenants in Miami-Dade 

County, Florida 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Regulatory and Economic Resources Department 

and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Danielle Cohen Higgins. 

_______________________________ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan      

County Attorney 
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Executive Summary 
The purpose of this item is to seek authorization from the Board of County Commissioners (Board) 
for the acceptance of six covenants running with the land for the preservation and maintenance of 
environmentally endangered lands listed below and shown as attachments to the resolution.  

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board authorize the acceptance of six covenants running with the land for 
the preservation and maintenance of the environmentally endangered lands listed below and shown as 
attachments to the resolution. 

Scope 
These covenants are for properties located in Commission Districts 7 and 8, which are represented by 
Commissioner Raquel Regalado and Commissioner Danielle Cohen Higgins, respectively. 

Delegation of Authority 
The resolution authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to record the covenants 
accepted herein and applicable joinders by mortgagees in the Public Records of Miami-Dade County, 
Florida. Additionally, this resolution authorizes the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee to 
provide recorded copies of the covenants and applicable joinders to the Clerk of the Board within 30 
days of the effective date of this resolution and to forward certified copies of same to the Property 
Appraiser.  

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
Under section 193.501(3)(a), Florida Statutes, and chapter 25B of the Code of Miami-Dade County 
(Code), these properties will receive preferential tax treatment through reductions in their assessed 
property values from the Miami-Dade County Property Appraiser upon execution of the covenants 
and approval by the Board.  

Track Record / Monitor 
The Manager of the Tree and Forest Resources Section in the Department of Regulatory and 
Economic Resources, Division of Environmental Resources Management, Lazaro Quintino, will 
monitor these covenants.  

Background 
On December 4, 1979, chapter 25B (Article II) of the Code was approved by the Board under 
Ordinance No. 79-105. This chapter allows qualifying property owners to voluntarily enter into a 10-
year covenant running with the land and in favor of Miami-Dade County with the Board, stipulating 
that their property will be preserved and maintained in its natural state subject to one (1) or more 
conservation restrictions. Additionally, this chapter provides an economic incentive for owners of 
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environmentally endangered lands, such as hammocks and pinelands, who choose to manage their 
land in a natural state and preserve the natural resource values. Renewals of existing covenants for 
additional 10-year periods are also available to willing property owners.  

There are currently 84 properties with environmentally endangered lands covenants in Miami-Dade 
County, comprising a total of 371.85 acres. Many of the existing covenanted properties include pine 
rocklands that once covered 185,000 acres in Miami-Dade County but are now officially designated 
as globally imperiled habitat. Over 225 native plants inhabit pine rocklands with more than 20% of 
those species being endemic and 10 species being federally listed as threatened or endangered and at 
least two other species locally extinct.  

Under chapter 25B of the Code, the Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources, Division of 
Environmental Resources Management (RER-DERM) shall review proposed covenants and make 
recommendations to the Board as to whether the land qualifies as environmentally endangered. To 
qualify, lands must have: (a) unique ecological characteristics, (b) features of a rare or limited nature 
constituting wildlife habitat, (c) coastal protection elements, or (d) scientific, geologic, or 
archaeological significance. Examples of lands qualifying under chapter 25B are mangrove forests, 
hammock and tree islands, pinelands, wetlands, and native cypress forests.  

Once a site has been determined to qualify as environmentally endangered, the application and 
covenant are submitted to the Board for approval. Upon approval by the Board and execution of the 
attached covenants, the assessed property values will be reduced by the Property Appraiser’s Office, 
resulting in tax savings to the property owners. If any portion of the covenant is breached, the 
property owner is then liable for all deferred tax liability (i.e., taxes that would have been required 
had the endangered land designation not been granted) plus any required interest and penalties on the 
deferred tax liability. 

The sites listed below meet the criteria for environmentally endangered lands. Therefore, the 
resolution is recommended for approval of the attached six environmentally endangered lands 
covenants for the following properties in Miami-Dade County.  

New Covenants 

Attachment A: Chaitram Autar TRS, The Autar Family REV TR, Nirvala S. Autar TRS (0.11 
acres of pine rockland) Folio 30-6928-000-0100 at 14940 SW 250 Street, 
Miami-Dade County  

Renewal Covenants 

Attachment B: Alejandro J. Aguirre (0.38 acres of tropical hardwood hammock) Folio 20-
5013-023-0380 at 6540 SW 134 Drive, Miami-Dade County  

Attachment C: Keith E. Fleri (0.76 acres of tropical hardwood hammock/pine rockland) Folio 
30-6835-000-0092 at 26955 SW 192 Avenue, Miami-Dade County

Attachment D: Terry & Barbara Glancy (14.00 acres of pine rockland) Folio 30-7809-000-
0110 at 21100 SW 300 Street, Miami-Dade County  
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Attachment E: Todd P. & Diane E. Lary (4.50 acres of tropical hardwood hammock/pine 
rockland) Folio 30-6921-000-0110 at 14870 SW 238 Street, Miami-Dade 
County 

Attachment F: Arlene M. & L.L. Samalion (4.34 acres of pine rockland) Folio 30-6929-000-
0371 at 26251 SW 162 Avenue, Miami-Dade County 

_______________________________  
Jimmy Morales 
Chief Operations Officer 
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(L)(5)
11-7-23Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING SIX ENVIRONMENTALLY 
ENDANGERED LANDS COVENANTS IN MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, the attached six covenants have been submitted pursuant to chapter 25B of 

the Code of Miami-Dade County, and section 193.501, Florida Statutes, which both provide for 

beneficial ad valorem tax classifications for outdoor recreational or parkland and environmentally 

endangered lands, covering properties identified as: 

1. Folio: 30-6928-000-0100 at 14940 SW 250 Street, 0.11 acres of pine rockland (Attachment A);

2. Folio: 20-5013-023-0380 at 6540 SW 134 Drive, 0.38 acres of tropical hardwood hammock

      (Attachment B);

3. Folio: 30-6835-000-0092 at 26955 SW 192 Avenue, 0.76 acres of tropical hardwood 
      hammock/ pine rockland (Attachment C);

4. Folio: 30-7809-000-0110 at 21100 SW 300 Street, 14.00 acres of pine rockland (Attachment

      D);

5. Folio: 30-6921-000-0110 at 14870 SW 238 Street, 4.50 acres of tropical hardwood

      hammock/pine rockland (Attachment E);

6. Folio: 30-6929-000-0371 at 26251 SW 162 Avenue, 4.34 acres of pine rockland (Attachment

      F); and

WHEREAS, the attached covenants have been executed and are being proffered to this 

Board for acceptance, as indicated in the Mayor’s memorandum, a copy of which is attached hereto 

and incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, this Board finds that the attached covenants meet the criteria for County 

acceptance as set forth in chapter 25B of the Code of Miami-Dade County, 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Section 1.   This Board hereby accepts the attached covenants and, pursuant to Resolution 

No. R-974-09, hereby directs the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to record the 

aforementioned covenants accepted herein and applicable joinders by mortgagees in the Public 

Records of Miami-Dade County, Florida. 

Section 2.   This Board directs the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to  provide 

recorded copies of the covenants accepted herein and applicable joinders to the Clerk of the Board 

within 30 days of the effective date of this resolution; directs the Clerk of the Board to attach and 

permanently store recorded copies of the covenants and applicable joinders together with this 

resolution; and directs the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee to forward certified 

copies of same to the Property Appraiser. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 

Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 

Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 

Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 

Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 

Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 

Micky Steinberg 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 7th day of 

November, 2023.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the 

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Cristina M. Rabionet 
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THIS INSTRUMENT PREPARED BY: 
Chaitrarn Autar TRS 
The Autar Family REV TR 
Nirvala S Autar TRS 
Mailing address: 
14940 SW 250 Street 
Homestead, Florida 33032 

COVENANT RUNNING WITH THE 
LAND IN FAVOR OF MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, CONCERNING 
ENVIRONMENTALLY ENDANGERED 
LAND LOCATED AT 14940 SW 250 
STREET, MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, CURRENTLY FOLIO # 30-
6928-000-0100. 

WHEREAS, the undersigned Owner, Chaitram Autar TRS, The Autar Family REV TR, 

and Nirvala S. Autar TRS, hold the fee simple title to the land in Miami-Dade County, 

Florida, described in Exhibit A, attached hereto, and hereinafter called the "Property," and 

IN ORDER TO ASSURE the County that the representations made by the Owner in the 

application, pursuant to Chapter 25B of the Code of Miami-Dade County and Section 193.501 of 

the Florida Statutes, will be abided by the Owners freely, voluntarily, and without duress, the 

Owner makes the following Covenant covering and running with the property: 

1. The EEL Preservation Area on the Property, as shown on the map attached hereto as

Exhibit B and incorporated herein by reference, shall be maintained in its present natural

state.

2. The EEL Preservation Area on the Property shall be and the same is hereby subject to the

conservation restrictions set forth in Exhibit C, which is attached hereto and incorporated

herein by reference, including, but not limited to, the requirement that the Owner, shall

maintain the EEL Preservation Area free of vegetation which is not native to Miami-Dade

ATTACHMENT A 
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EXHIBIT A 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Folio Number: 20-5013-023-0380

Property Address: 6540 SW 134 DRIVE, PINECREST, FLORIDA 33156 

Legal description: LOT 2, BLOCK 5 OF DEVONWOOD, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 
75, AT PAGE 50 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA.    
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Exhibit C 
Rockland Hammock Management Plan 

for Alejandro J. Aguirre 

Location: 6540 SW 134th Drive, Miami-Dade County, Florida.      

Size: 0.58 acre parcel 
0.38 acres qualify for an Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Covenant 

Folio #:   20-5013-023-0380 

Forest Type: Rockland hammock 

Location 

The property is located east of SW 66th Avenue along the south side of SW 134th Drive.  The site 
is a developed residential lot located inside the urban development boundary (UDB) and is 
surrounded on all sides by single family homes. It is located in Section 13 of Township 55, Range 
40.  

Distance from nearest County-owned NFC site: approximately 0.75 miles from Ludlam Pineland 
Preserve (folio #: 33-5023-000-0585). 

Distance from nearest county-designated NFC site: approximately 1,088 feet from the USDA Pine 
Rockland (folio #: 33-5024-000-0010). 

Distance from nearest EEL Covenanted site: approximately 350 feet from Elinor B. Wolff TRS 
(folio #:20-5013-023-0510) 

Property Information 

The property is located within the City of Pinecrest, in the Devonwood subdivision. Devonwood 
is a developed neighborhood that occupies an area formerly known as Warwick Hammock. The 
subject property’s front and back yard areas are essentially remnants of this rockland hammock.    

Rockland hammocks contain primarily broadleaf and mostly hardwood evergreen trees growing 
on outcrops of limestone. The closed canopy conditions typically found in rockland hammocks 
creates a humid forest interior with low light levels. Under natural conditions this community is 
rarely subject to fire, allowing native vegetation to grow densely.  Hammocks are floristically rich 
and harbor some of Florida’s rarest plants while also serving as habitat for a wide array of animal 
species. Several rare fern species are harbored in the rockland hammock habitat, typically in 
geologically rare solution holes. A very rare fern, Asplenium x biscayneanum, has been 
documented on other properties within Devonwood. The subject property is potential habitat for 
this plant species.   

Present Condition 

The property changed ownership during the term of the previous covenant. During the transition, 
management activities occurred less frequently than normal and therefore the coverage of exotic 
species increased. However, the current owner acted quickly to start up regular maintenance and 
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therefore the current biological condition of the site can be classified as “good”. The main threat 
to the quality of the site is the invasion of exotic plants. Exotic palms, aroid vines (particularly 
Epipremnum sp.), and air potato (Dioscorea bulbifera) are the biggest threats towards the back of 
the property while Inchplant vines (Tradescantia zebrina), wart fern (Phymatosorus grossus), and 
umbrella tree (Schefflera actinophyllum) are most frequent towards the front. The property owner 
has made significant progress in the removal of these exotics and others, however more removal 
work is needed. Overall, the exotic cover of the property is estimated to be approximately 30%. 
The state-endangered toothed spleenwort (Asplenium dentatum) has maintained healthy 
populations on the property, particularly on the excellent quality limestone outcroppings and 
solution holes in the front. The greatest threat to this rare fern species is the exotic vines, 
particularly Inchplant. Elimination of herbaceous exotics is essential to maintain the toothed 
spleenwort population. Except for the developed area and the minimal walking paths in the 
hammock, the substrate is overall relatively undisturbed and is in very good condition.  
 
Overall, the native plant cover is good but would benefit from further control of exotics. Halting 
maintenance work would likely result in the proliferation of pothos and air potato vines, especially 
in the back of the property. The property would also benefit from the planting of native hammock 
species, augmenting the canopy and diversity.  
 
Wildlife that has been reported in the property include raccoons and a variety of resident and 
migratory birds.  
 
Conclusion 
 

The inclusion of this property into the EEL covenant program represents a unique opportunity to 
preserve a remnant piece of the Warwick hammock. Along with the other EEL covenanted 
properties in the area, and the possibility of other properties in the area being included in the 
program in the future, this is a step towards maintaining a rare and unique plant habitat in an urban 
environment. 
     
The county will benefit from the active management of the site through the inherent values that 
natural areas provide and by gaining improved and increased wildlife habitat and biodiversity. It 
is important to note that the preservation of this site, as well as other natural areas in the EEL 
Covenant Program, provides other environmental benefits such as carbon sequestration, ground 
water recharging, and storm water runoff reduction.        
 
Ecological Goals 
 

1. Maintain the present extent of the rockland hammock.  
2. Encourage and maintain a diverse understory and preserve rare hammock species. 
3. Promote regeneration and growth of native hardwoods and rare plants.  
4. Provide suitable habitat for native wildlife. 
5. Eliminate invasive exotic species. 
6. Maintain solution holes and rare fern populations. 

 
 

Management Goals 
 

1. Eliminate and control exotic plant species from interior of hammock to achieve less than 
3% or less exotic plant species cover. 

2. Allow for natural regeneration of hammock native plants. 
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3. Augment canopy cover and native diversity through planting appropriate hammock 
species. 

4. The property owner shall submit annual reports to RER-DERM listing all the 
management practices and treatments that were conducted within the covenanted area. 
This report is due by February 1st for the previous year's activities.  

 
 
Management Techniques and Schedule for Rockland Hammock 
 

(No heavy machinery is allowed within the site. All work must be done by hand (i.e. 
chainsaw, hand tools) 

 

Year 1-3: Initial hand removal and herbicide treatment of exotic plant species (trees, vines, 
palms and ornamentals) is required by DERM to achieve 3% or less exotic cover 
by the end of year 3. Interior exotics should be treated first and work extended out 
to the perimeters. All exotic seedlings should be hand pulled if possible.  Multiple 
herbicide treatments may be needed. Heavy machinery is not to be used within any 
portion of the property that is covered under this covenant. The eradication of large 
exotic trees may be achieved by complete manual removal or by appropriate 
treatment with herbicide and leaving in place. The light gaps created by the removal 
of exotics shall be monitored to ensure that native regeneration is outcompeting 
exotic regeneration. Exotic removal in certain areas should be conducted with 
extreme care to prevent direct and indirect (through sudden increases of light levels) 
damage to the rare ferns onsite. Extreme care must also be taken to maintain intact 
substrate and solution holes. Monitor site for rare ferns. 

 

Year 4-10: Continue to eradicate exotic plants and retreat any re-sprouting or re-colonizing  
exotic plants to maintain goal of 3% or less exotic plant cover. Monitor native plant 
recruitment and augment appropriate native diversity through planting. Continue 
monitoring the site for rare ferns.   

 

 
 

 
PLANT SPECIES LIST* 
 

Plant taxa are listed by habit and origin. Key to Origin/Status codes: 
N   native to South Florida 
R   ruderal 
FL endangered listed as an endangered species in the state of Florida 
FL threatened  listed as an endangered species in the state of Florida 
E   exotic to South Florida 
EPPC I   category I as per Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council (most invasive) 
EPPC II  category II as per Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council (invasive) 
          
Scientific Name    Common Name  Origin/Status 
Ardisia escallonioides    Marlberry    N 
Asplenium dentatum    Toothed spleenwort  N/FL-Endangered 
Bambusa spp.     Bamboo   E 
Bursera simaruba     Gumbo limbo    N 
Campyloneurum spp.    Strap fern   N 
Caylptranthes pallens    Spicewood   N/FL-Threatened 
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Chrysophyllum oliviforme                              Satinleaf                                  N/FL-Threatened 
Coccoloba diversifolia   Pigeon plum   N 
Cocos nucifera    Coconut palm   E 
Dioscorea bulbifera                                        Air potato                               E/EPPC I 
Epipremnum spp.    Pothos    E/EPPC II 
Eugenia axillaris     White stopper    N 
Eugenia uniflora    Surinam-cherry  E/ EPPC I 
Exothea paniculata    Inkwood   N   
Ficus aurea      Strangler fig    N 
Guaiacum sactum    Lignumvitae   N/ FL-Endangered 
Heliconia latispatha    Lobsterclaw heliconia  E 
Krugiodendron ferrum   Black ironwood  N 
Lasiacis divaricata    Wild bamboo   N 
Livistona chinensis    Chinese fan palm  E 
Lysiloma latisiliquum    False tamarind   N 
Monstera deliciosa    Swiss-cheese plant  E 
Ocotea coriacea     Lancewood    N 
Oplismenus hirtellus    Woodgrass   N 
Parthenocissus quinquefolia    Virginia creeper   N 
Passiflora suberosa     Corkystem passionflower  N 
Peperomia obtusifolia    Florida peperomia  N FL-Endangered 
Pisonia aculeata    Devil’s claws   N 
Pithecellobium dulce    Monkey pod   E 
Psychotria nervosa     Wild coffee    N 
Quercus virginiana     Live oak    N 
Schefflera actinophylla    Queensland umbrella tree E/EPPC I 
Schinus terebinthifolia    Brazilian pepper   E/EPPC I 
Senna liqustrina    Privet senna   N 
Sideroxylon foetidissimum   False mastic   N 
Sideroxylon salicifolium    Willow bustic    N 
Simarouba glauca     Paradise tree    N 
Smilax spp.      Greenbrier    N 
Syngonium podophyllum   American evergreen  E/EPPC I 
Tectaria fimbriata    Least halberd fern  N/FL-Endangered 
Tectaria incise     Halberd fern   E 
Thelypteris kunthii    Southern shield fern  N 
Thrinax radiata    Florida thatch palm  N/FL-Endangered  
Tillandsia spp.      Airplant    N 
Toxicodendron radicans   Poison ivy   N 
Tradescantia spathacea   Oyster plant   E/EPPC II 
Tradescantia zebrina                                      Inchplant                                 E 
Unknown exotic palms       E 
 
*Please note that this is not a complete plant species list.  
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