
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 8(H)(1) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III  DATE: December 12, 2023
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution authorizing the 
County Attorney granting of a deed of 

conservation easement to the 
South Florida Water 
Management District for the 
preservation and conservation of 
lands within the Grand Lakes 
Multipurpose Special Taxing 
District, owned by Miami-Dade 
County, Florida; approving and 
authorizing the County Mayor to 
execute and record the 
conservation easement; and 
authorizing the County Mayor to 
take all actions necessary to 
effectuate same  

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Department 
and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Roberto J. Gonzalez. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/gh 
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Executive Summary 
The purpose of this item is to gain approval by the Board of County Commissioners (Board) to 
authorize the granting of a deed of conservation easement to the South Florida Water Management 
District (SFWMD) at four (4) parcels located within the Grand Lakes Multipurpose Special Taxing 
District. An easement was executed by the previous owner but was not recorded prior to land 
conveyance to Miami-Dade County (County), as shown in Exhibit B to this memorandum. SFWMD 
has requested the County to execute and record an easement.  

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board approve the attached resolution authorizing the granting of a deed 
of conservation easement (Attachment A) to the South Florida Water Management District for four 
parcels within the Grand Lakes Multipurpose Special Assessment District in accordance with 
Environmental Resource Permit requested by Shoma Development Corp., which authorized the 
development of the Grand Lakes development in 2001. 

Scope 
The subject properties are four parcels generally located between SW 149th Place and SW 150th 
Avenue, north of SW 15th Street, and between SW 149th Avenue and SW 151st Place, south of SW 
18th Street, Folio Nos. 30-4909-002-2040 and 30-4909-007-2910, owned by Miami-Dade County. 
This property is located within County Commission District 11, represented by Commissioner 
Roberto J. Gonzalez.  

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
The easement will not create any financial impact to Miami-Dade County. 

Social Equity Statement     
If approved, property owners within the Grand Lakes Multipurpose Special Taxing District will 
continue to pay special assessments appropriately apportioned according to the special benefit they 
receive from the Special Taxing District’s service, regardless of their demographics, and that the total 
estimated amount of the special assessment to be levied would not be in excess of such special benefit. 

Track Record/Monitor 
Natalia Neira, Park Planner III and Janette Delgado, Special Assessment Manager of the Miami-Dade 
County Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Department (PROS) will process the deed of conservation 
easement. 

Date:                   

To: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

From: Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Grand Lakes Multipurpose Special Taxing District- Conservation Easement 

December 12, 2023
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Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
Page No. 2 

Delegated Authority 
The County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee shall have the authority to execute and record the 
conservation easement and exercise all rights therein. 

Background 
SFWMD has requested the county to execute and record a conservation easement for four subject 
parcels within the Grand Lakes Multipurpose Special Assessment District. A conservation easement 
was executed by the previous owner, Shoma Development Corporation, in 2001, as a requirement to 
the Grand Lakes residential development. As part of a compliance review, SFWMD found that the 
conservation easement had not been recorded. The conservation easement serves to preserve the tree 
islands and wetland areas and provide for their long-term management. Failure by the County to 
execute and record the conservation easement could result in non-compliance and enforcement action 
resulting in civil penalties, costs, and expenses due by the County until recorded.  

Three (3) out of the four (4) subject parcels are already encumbered with a nearly identical 
conservation easement in favor or Miami-Dade County DERM since 2004, in accordance with 
Official Records Book (ORB) 22953 Page 2646-2651. The land has been maintained under the 
conservation requirements by the Special Assessment District Division. Notices of non-compliance 
have been issued by SFWMD to the County related to the failure to record the conservation easement. 

Attachments 

Jimmy Morales 
Chief Operations Officer 
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Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney

December 12, 2023
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(H)(1)
12-12-23 Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE GRANTING OF A DEED 
OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT TO THE SOUTH FLORIDA 
WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT FOR THE 
PRESERVATION AND CONSERVATION OF LANDS WITHIN 
THE GRAND LAKES MULTIPURPOSE SPECIAL TAXING 
DISTRICT, OWNED BY MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA; 
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR 
OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE AND 
RECORD THE CONSERVATION EASEMENT; AND 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY 
MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO TAKE ALL ACTIONS NECESSARY 
TO EFFECTUATE SAME  

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that:  

Section 1. Incorporates and approves the foregoing recital as if fully set forth herein. 

Section 2. Approves and authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee 

to, in substantially the form attached hereto as Attachment A to the Mayor’s Memorandum, 

execute and record a deed of conservation easement to the South Florida Water Management 

District. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner    

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  
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Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 
Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 
Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 
Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 
Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 
Micky Steinberg 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 12th day 

of December, 2023.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after 

the date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective 

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and 

the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
         Deputy Clerk 

_______ 
Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  

Melanie J. Spencer
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