
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 9(A)(2) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III  DATE: December 12, 2023 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution approving the terms 
County Attorney of and authorizing the County 

Mayor to execute a 
Memorandum of Agreement 
(“MOA”) between Miami-Dade 
County, through its Department 
of Emergency Management, and 
the Florida Division of 
Emergency Management, for 
eight WeatherSTEM stations, for 
10-year term, in a total amount
that shall not exceed
$127,680.00, subject to legally
available funding; and
authorizing the County Mayor to
execute amendments to the MOA
and other necessary agreements
related to maintenance of the
WeatherSTEM stations as well as
exercise the provisions contained
in the MOA and other necessary
agreements, provided that such
amendments do not alter the
purpose of the MOA

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Department of Emergency Management and 
placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Juan Carlos Bermudez. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/gh 
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Date: 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Memorandum s.1:imD 

Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

Daniella Levine Cava I) � : )A_ ,j) _
Mayor A/� (Ji.U,t«t.-
Resolution Approving the Miami-Dade Department of Emergency Management 
(DEM) to the installation of eight (8) WeatherSTEM stations throughout the 
County 

Executive Summary 

This item seeks approval of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the Florida Division of 
Emergency Management (FDEM) that establishes the terms and conditions for the installation and 
maintenance of WeatherSTEM stations (Weather Stations). The FDEM utilized funds appropriated 
by the Florida Legislature, to establish a hyper-local, real-time weather station network that can be 
utilized by local communities, emergency management depaiiments, and the National Weather 
Service, to provide critical information to assist in the deployment of resources to impacted areas 
during times of severe weather. These hyper-local systems contain all the necessary weather 
instruments, have live cloud cams, are solar-powered, and have cellular connections. Several 
jurisdictions and agencies across the state have already installed hundreds of these units. 
Currently, there are 11 Weather Stations installed across Miami-Dade County by Miami-Dade 
College (5), University of Miami (4), Rockway Middle School (1), and Sunny Isles Beach (1). 
Due to increased threats of heat emergencies, severe weather events like flooding that occurred 
this past April in Broward County, and the destructive effects of Hurricanes Ian and Idalia, 
the Depaiiment of Emergency Management (DEM) determined the installation of eight (8) 
additional Weather Stations throughout Miami-Dade County would be beneficial for the 
community. In consultation with the National Weather Service Miami and Miami-Dade 
County Heat Officer, DEM determined that installation of the units in and or around the 
following general areas is most appropriate: Miami International Airport (MIA), Zoo Miami, 
Hard Rock Stadium, Haulover Beach, the Integrated Command and Communications Center 
(ICC) at Lightspeed, Homestead Area (TBD), and two (2) MDC Libraries in Urban Heat Island 
Areas (TBD). DEM will also consult with the Division of Environmental Resources 
Management (DERM) on any environmental impact and make adjustments to site locations. 

The FDEM is funding the purchase and installation of the Weather Stations and will also pay all 
maintenance costs for the first three years of the 10-year MOA. Thereafter, from year four 
through the duration of the MOA, the County will be responsible for maintenance of the Weather 
Stations, which shall be in an annual amount of $18,240.00 ($2,280.00 per station), for a total 
amount of $127,680.00, subject to legally available funding. However, Weather Station 
maintenance costs are eligible for recovery under two emergency management grant programs. 
This MOA shall be for a term of 10 years. 

December 12, 2023
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Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney

December 12, 2023
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 9(A)(2)
12-12-23 Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE TERMS OF AND 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY 
MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE A MEMORANDUM OF 
AGREEMENT (“MOA”) BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, 
THROUGH ITS DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT, AND THE FLORIDA DIVISION OF 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, FOR EIGHT WEATHERSTEM 
STATIONS, FOR 10-YEAR TERM, IN A TOTAL AMOUNT 
THAT SHALL NOT EXCEED $127,680.00, SUBJECT TO 
LEGALLY AVAILABLE FUNDING; AND AUTHORIZING 
THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE 
TO EXECUTE AMENDMENTS TO THE MOA AND OTHER 
NECESSARY AGREEMENTS RELATED TO MAINTENANCE 
OF THE WEATHERSTEM STATIONS AS WELL AS 
EXERCISE THE PROVISIONS CONTAINED IN THE MOA 
AND OTHER NECESSARY AGREEMENTS, PROVIDED THAT 
SUCH AMENDMENTS DO NOT ALTER THE PURPOSE OF 
THE MOA 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

            Section 1.   Approves the terms of and authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s 

designee to execute a Memorandum of Agreement (“MOA”), in substantially the form attached 

hereto as Exhibit A and made a part hereof, for eight WeatherSTEM Stations (“Weather Stations”), 

between Miami-Dade County, through the Miami-Dade Department of Emergency Management 

(“DEM”) and the Florida Division of Emergency Management (“FDEM”). The purpose of the 

MOA is to establish the terms and conditions under which DEM shall be authorized to install eight 

Weather Stations, hyper-local, real-time weather monitoring systems, in strategic locations across 
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the County that will provide critical information during times of severe weather and assist in the 

deployment of resources to impacted areas. The Weather Stations will be installed in the following 

vicinities: Miami International Airport, Zoo Miami, Hard Rock Stadium, Haulover Beach, and the 

Integrated Command and Communications Center at Lightspeed. In addition, Weather Stations 

will be installed at an undetermined location in the Homestead Area and two Miami-Dade County 

Libraries located in an Urban Heat Island Area, as defined by the Miami-Dade County Chief Heat 

Officer. The MOA is for a 10 year-term.  The DEM shall not pay any costs, including installation 

and maintenance, for the Weather Stations during the first three years of the MOA.  However, 

beginning in year four and continuing through the duration of the MOA, the annual cost of the 

Weather Stations will be $18,240.00 ($2,280.00 per station), for a total cost of $127,680.00, 

subject to legally available funding.  

 Section 2.  Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute 

amendments to the MOA and other necessary agreements related to maintenance of the Weather 

Stations as well as exercise the provisions contained in the MOA and any other necessary 

agreements, provided that such amendments do not alter the purpose of the MOA and upon 

approval by the County Attorney’s Office for form and legal sufficiency. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      ,  

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner    

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  
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Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 
Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 
Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 
Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 
Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 
Micky Steinberg 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 12th day 

of December, 2023.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after 

the date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective 

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and 

the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Shanika A. Graves 
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