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Report to Develop an "Occupant with Autism" Program, Provide Decals to 
Residents, and Create a Website Where Residents Can Voluntarily 
Provide Information to the Police Department About Individuals with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder - Directive 230873 

Executive Summary 
The following information is provided in response to Resolution No. R-555-23, sponsored 
by Commissioner Raquel A. Regalado and adopted by the Board of County 
Commissioners (Board) on June 21, 2023, directing the County Mayor or County Mayor's 
designee to develop an "Occupant with Autism" program, through which Miami-Dade 
Police Department (MDPD) can provide decals to residents and create a website for 
residents to voluntarily provide information to the MDPD about individuals in their 
household with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). The decal will alert emergency 
responders that there is a person with ASD in the home or vehicle which enables 
responders to draw on their ASD training. This training informs law enforcement that there 
is someone in the home or vehicle that may not speak, respond to, or comply with verbal 
commands and may not have an awareness of danger. Additionally, the resolution further 
directed the County Mayor or County Mayor's designee to identify legally available funds 
from the Fiscal Year (FY) 2022-2023 County Budget that independently or combined may 
be used to fund the "Occupant with Autism" decal program, and to include funding for the 
same in the County Mayor's Proposed Budget for subsequent fiscal years. 

Background 
The University of Miami-Nova Southeastern University Center for Autism and Related 
Disabilities estimates that there may be as many as 50,000 individuals with ASD in Miami­
Dade County (MDC). On January 20, 2021, MDC entered into an agreement with the 
Center for Autism and Related Disabilities to provide training to enable MDC to provide 
training to enable MDC staff, including police officers and firefighters, to better 
understand, communicate with, and serve the neurodivergent community. Additionally, 
providing training to MDC first responders and public safety personnel on best practices 
for on-scene crisis intervention and de-escalation techniques when interacting with 
persons with ASD. 

On June 21, 2023, Resolution No. R-555-23 was adopted by the Board approving the 
development of an "Occupant with Autism" program. On Monday, July 17, 2023, the 
MDPD's Community Affairs Bureau met with the Communications Department to develop 
an "Occupant with Autism" decal (see attached) and the website model. 
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The MDPD will be informing residents of the "Occupant with Autism" program through 
multiple platforms, to include but not limited to, community engagement and social media. 
The decals will be provided free of charge to anyone in MDC. They will be distributed to 
those who register via the MDPD's ASD website. It is recommended to place them near 
the front door of a home, or in the rear window of a vehicle to ensure that law enforcement 
officers are aware an occupant has ASD. 

The MDPD's Fiscal Administration Bureau has identified funds for FY 2022-2023 to fund 
the "Occupant with Autism" program. Program funding for subsequent fiscal years will 
be budgeted accordingly. 

Should you require additional information, please contact Director Stephanie V. 
Daniels, Miami-Dade Police Department, at 305-471-3272. 

Per Ordinance No. 14-65, this memorandum will be placed on the next available Board 
meeting agenda. 

Attachments (3) 
1. Website Content for "Occupant with Autism" Program
2. Registration Form
3. Autism Decal Design
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