
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 14(A)(2) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III  DATE: October 16, 2024
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution accepting eight 
County Attorney environmentally endangered 

lands covenants in Miami-Dade 
County, Florida 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Regulatory and Economic Resources 
Department and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Danielle 
Cohen Higgins. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/ks 
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Executive Summary 
The purpose of this item is to seek authorization from the Miami-Dade County Board of County 
Commissioners (Board) for the acceptance of eight covenants running with the land for the 
preservation and maintenance of the environmentally endangered lands listed below and shown as 
Attachments A-H to the resolution.  

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board authorize the acceptance of eight covenants running with the land 
for the preservation and maintenance of the environmentally endangered lands listed below and 
shown as Attachments A-H to the resolution. 

Scope 
These covenants are for properties located in Commission Districts 7, 8, and 9, which are represented 
by Commissioner Raquel A. Regalado, Commissioner Danielle Cohen Higgins, and Commissioner 
Kionne L. McGhee respectively. 

Delegation of Authority 
The resolution authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to record the covenants 
accepted herein and applicable joinders by mortgagees in the Public Records of Miami-Dade County, 
Florida. Additionally, this resolution authorizes the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee to 
provide recorded copies of the covenants and applicable joinders to the Clerk of the Board within 30 
days of the effective date of this resolution and to forward certified copies of same to the Property 
Appraiser.  

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
Under section 193.501(3)(a), Florida Statutes, and chapter 25B of the Code of Miami-Dade County 
(Code), these properties will receive preferential tax treatment through reductions in their assessed 
property values from the Miami-Dade County Property Appraiser upon execution of the covenants 
and approval by the Board.  

Track Record / Monitor 
The Manager of the Tree and Forest Resources Section in the Department of Regulatory and 
Economic Resources, Division of Environmental Resources Management, Lazaro Quintino, will 
monitor these covenants.  

Background 
On December 4, 1979, chapter 25B (Article II) of the Code was approved by the Board under 
Ordinance No. 79-105. This chapter allows qualifying property owners to voluntarily enter into a 10-
year covenant running with the land and in favor of Miami-Dade County with the Board, stipulating 
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that their property will be preserved and maintained in its natural state subject to one or more 
conservation restrictions. Additionally, this chapter provides an economic incentive for owners of 
environmentally endangered lands, such as hammocks and pinelands, who choose to manage their 
land in a natural state and preserve the natural resource values. Renewals of existing covenants for 
additional 10-year periods are also available to willing property owners.  

There are currently 82 properties with environmentally endangered lands covenants in Miami-Dade 
County, comprising a total of 364.75 acres. Many of the existing covenanted properties include pine 
rocklands that once covered 185,000 acres in Miami-Dade County but are now officially designated 
as globally imperiled habitat. Over 225 native plants inhabit pine rocklands with more than 20% of 
those species being endemic and 10 species being federally listed as threatened or endangered and at 
least two other species locally extinct.  

Under chapter 25B of the Code, the Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources, Division of 
Environmental Resources Management (RER-DERM) shall review proposed covenants and make 
recommendations to the Board as to whether the land qualifies as environmentally endangered. To 
qualify, lands must have: (a) unique ecological characteristics, (b) features of a rare or limited nature 
constituting wildlife habitat, (c) coastal protection elements, or (d) scientific, geologic, or 
archaeological significance. Examples of lands qualifying under chapter 25B are mangrove forests, 
hammock and tree islands, pinelands, wetlands, and native cypress forests.  

Once a site has been determined to qualify as environmentally endangered, the application and 
covenant are submitted to the Board for approval. Upon approval by the Board and execution of the 
attached covenants, the assessed property values will be reduced by the Property Appraiser’s Office, 
resulting in tax savings for the property owners. If any portion of the covenant is breached, the 
property owner is then liable for all deferred tax liability (i.e., taxes that would have been required 
had the endangered land designation not been granted) plus any required interest and penalties on the 
deferred tax liability. 

The sites listed below meet the criteria for environmentally endangered lands. Therefore, the 
resolution is recommended for approval of the attached eight environmentally endangered lands 
covenants for the following properties in Miami-Dade County.  

New Covenants 

Attachment A: James B. Strong (0.838 acres of Tropical Hardwood Hammock) Folio 30-
7827-000-0181 at 20460 SW 344th Street, Miami-Dade County 

Attachment B: Ignacio Pakciarz & Susana Hernandez (0.724 acres of Rockland Hammock) 
Folio: 03-5106-013-0080 at 9000 Arvida Drive, Miami-Dade County 

Attachment C: Gary P. Wilkins (2.41 acres of Rockland Hammock) Folio: 30-6916-001-0580 
at 21905 SW 157 Avenue, Miami-Dade County 

Attachment D: Gary P. Wilkins (1.31 acres of Rockland Hammock) Folio: 30-6916-001-0571 
at 21955 SW 157 Avenue, Miami-Dade County 
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Renewal Covenants 

Attachment E: Raul & Adele M. Moas (0.849 acres of Pine Rockland and Hardwood 
Hammock with wetland feature) Folio 20-5012-004-0580 at 6200 SW 106 
Street, Miami-Dade County  

Attachment F: Jason C. Putnam LE, Kristina A. Putnam LE, REM Jason Colby Putnam TRS, 
REM The Putnam Family Living TR, REM Kristina Arve Putnam TRS (3.35 
acres of Tropical Hardwood Hammock/Pine Rockland) Folio 30-6932-000-
0011 at 15825 SW 268 Street, Miami-Dade County 

Attachment G: Bruce A. Schaffer & Pamela A. Moon (3.20 acres of Pine Rockland) Folio 30-
6835-000-0185 at 19040 SW 264 Street, Miami-Dade County 

Attachment H: Jeffrey K. & Cynthia S. Stone (1.51 acres of Tropical Hardwood 
Hammock/Pine Rockland) Folio 30-6931-000-0110 at 17200 SW 264 Street, 
Miami-Dade County 

_______________________________ 
Jimmy Morales 
Chief Operating Officer 
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MEMORANDUM 
(Revised) 

TO: DATE: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

: SUBJECT:  Agenda Item No. 14(A)(2) 

Please note any items checked. 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised 

6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing 

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public 

hearing 

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget 

Budget required 

Statement of fiscal impact required 

Statement of social equity required 

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Mayor’s 

report for public hearing 

No committee review 

Applicable legislation requires more than a majority vote (i.e., 2/3’s 

present ____, 2/3 membership ____, 3/5’s ____, unanimous ____, 

majority plus one ____, CDMP 7 vote requirement per 2-116.1(3)(h) or

(4)(c) ____, CDMP 2/3 vote requirement per 2-116.1(3) (h) or (4)(c) 

____, CDMP 9 vote requirement per 2-116.1(4)(c) (2) _____) to approve

Current information regarding funding source, index code and available 

balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required 

FROM: 

_______ 

October 16, 2024
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 14(A)(2)
10-16-24Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Section 1. This Board hereby finds that the attached eight  covenants meet the criteria 

for County acceptance as set forth in chapter 25B of the Code of Miami-Dade County.  

Section 2. This Board hereby accepts the attached covenants, which have been 

executed and submitted pursuant to chapter 25B of the Code of Miami-Dade County, and section 

193.501, Florida Statutes, which both provide for beneficial ad valorem tax classifications for 

outdoor recreational or parkland and environmentally endangered lands, covering properties 

identified as: 

1. Folio: 30-7827-000-0181 at 20460 SW 344th Street, 0.838 acres of tropical
hardwood hammock (Attachment A);

2. Folio: 03-5106-013-0080 at 9000 Arvida Drive, 0.724 acres of rockland hammock
(Attachment B);

3. Folio: 30-6916-001-0580 at 21905 SW 157th Avenue, 2.41 acres of rockland
hammock (Attachment C);

4. Folio: 30-6916-001-0571 at 21955 SW 157th Avenue, 1.31 acre of rockland
hammock (Attachment D);

5. Folio: 20-5012-004-0580 at 6200 SW 106th Street, 0.849 acres of pine rockland
and hardwood hammock with wetland feature (Attachment E);

6. Folio: 30-6932-000-0011 at 15825 SW 268 Street, 3.35 acres of tropical
hardwood hammock/pine rockland (Attachment F);

7. Folio: 30-6835-000-0185 at 19040 SW 264 Street, 3.20 acres of pine rockland
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(Attachment G); and 
8. Folio: 30-6931-000-0110 at 17200 SW 264 Street, 1.51 acres of tropical

hardwood hammock/pine rockland (Attachment H).

Section 3. This Board, pursuant to Resolution No. R-974-09, hereby directs the 

County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to record the covenants accepted herein and 

applicable joinders by mortgagees in the Public Records of Miami-Dade County, Florida. 

Section 4. This Board directs the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to 

provide recorded copies of the covenants accepted herein and applicable joinders to the Clerk of 

the Board within 30 days of the effective date of this resolution; directs the Clerk of the Board to 

attach and permanently store recorded copies of the covenants and applicable joinders together 

with this resolution; and directs the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee to forward 

certified copies of same to the Property Appraiser. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                     , 

who moved its adoption. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 
Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 
Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 
Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 
Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 
Micky Steinberg 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and adopted this 16th 

day of October , 2024.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days 

after the date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become 

effective only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this 

resolution and the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Cristina M. Rabionet 
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THIS INSTRUMENT PREPARED BY: 
Ignacio Pakciarz & Susana Hernandez 
Mailing address: 
9000 Arvida Drive 
Coral Gables, Florida 33156 

COVENANT RUNNING WITH THE 
LAND IN FAVOR OF MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, CONCERNING 
ENVIRONMENTALLY ENDANGERED 
LAND LOCATED AT 9000 ARVIDA 
DRIVE, MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, CURRENTLY FOLIO # 03-
5106-013-0080. 

WHEREAS, the undersigned Owner, Ignacio Pakciarz and Susana Hernandez, hold the fee 

simple title to the land in Miami-Dade County, Florida, described in Exhibit A, attached hereto, and 

hereinafter called the "Property," and 

IN ORDER TO ASSURE the County that the representations made by the Owner in the 

application, pursuant to Chapter 25B of the Code of Miami-Dade County and Section 193.501 of the 

Florida Statutes, will be abided by the Owners freely, voluntarily, and without duress, the Owner 

makes the following Covenant covering and running with the property: 

1. The EEL Preservation Area on the Property, as shown on the map attached hereto as Exhibit

B and incorporated herein by reference, shall be maintained in its present natural state.

2. The EEL Preservation Area on the Property shall be and the same is hereby subject to the

conservation restrictions set forth in Exhibit C, which is attached hereto and incorporated

herein by reference, including, but not limited to, the requirement that the Owner, shall

ATTACHMENT B
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MANAGEMENT PLAN AGREEMENT (must be signed by all owners) 

__,.__,,,.,,,,,,�____,.�"""""'----'---''--'=,_,____,,,__----lf-___ hereby certify that I have read and understood 
to follow its management recommendations. 

a,�,a� 
DATE 
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ATTACHMENT H
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