
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 8(J)(1)

TO: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez  DATE: May 20, 2025 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution authorizing the 
County Attorney County Mayor to issue a new 

stevedore license to Robert Van 
Leeuwen, Francois Du 
Boucheron, Gerardus Van Den 
Heuvel, Fred Castonguay and 
Michelle Porter in accordance 
with chapter 28A, section 28A-6 
of the Code  

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Port of Miami and placed on the agenda at the 
request of Prime Sponsor Port and Resiliency Committee.

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/jp 
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Executive Summary 

The purpose of this item is to gain authorization by the Board of County Commissioners (Board) 
to issue new Miami-Dade County stevedoring licenses to Robert Van Leeuwen, Francois Du 
Boucheron, Gerardus Van Den Heuvel, Fred Castonguay and Michelle Porter. 

PortMiami, among America’s busiest ports, is recognized throughout the world as the Cruise 
Capital of the World and the Cargo Gateway of the Americas. PortMiami contributes more than 
$61 billion annually to Miami-Dade County and generates 340,078 direct, indirect, and induced 
jobs. To service the stevedoring needs of the Port’s cruise and cargo line partners, PortMiami 
issues a limited number of stevedoring permits each year, based on an annual assessment of 
needs. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) approve the accompanying 
resolution authorizing the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee to issue a new Miami-
Dade County stevedoring license to Robert Van Leeuwen, Francois Du Boucheron, Gerardus 
Van Den Heuvel, Fred Castonguay and Michelle Porter pursuant to Chapter 28A, Section 28A-
6 of the Code of Miami-Dade County. 

Delegated Authority 

In accordance with Section 2-8.3 of the Code of Miami-Dade County requiring disclosure of 
delegations of Board authority contained in the body of contracts recommended for competitive 
award, this item contains no such delegations.  

Scope 

PortMiami is located within District 5, which is represented by Commissioner Eileen Higgins. 
The impact of this agenda item is countywide as PortMiami (Port) is a regional asset and 
generates employment for residents throughout Miami-Dade County.  

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 

This proposed resolution will have no fiscal impact on PortMiami.

Date:       

To: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez   
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

From: Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Resolution Authorizing the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s Designee to 
Issue New County Stevedore Licenses to Robert Van Leeuwen, Francois Du 
Boucheron, Gerardus Van Den Heuvel, Fred Castonguay and Michelle Porter 

May 20, 2025
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Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez     
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
Page No. 2 

Track Record/Monitor 

The Port staff members responsible for monitoring compliance with terms of license are Hydi 
Webb, Port Director, and Frederick P. Wong Jr., Deputy Port Director. 

Background 

Chapter 28-A, Section 28A-6, of the Miami-Dade County Code, mandates that applications for 
new County stevedore licenses be presented to the Board by the Mayor, after examination of the 
qualifications of the applicants by the Seaport Director, and after completion of a background 
investigation by the Miami-Dade Sheriff's Office. Staff has reviewed the qualifications of the
applicants for issuance of a new County stevedore license and determined that Robert Van 
Leeuwen, Francois Du Boucheron, Gerardus Van Den Heuvel, Fred Castonguay and 
Michelle Porter are qualified in accordance with Code licensure requirements of Chapter 
28A, Section 28A-6 of the Code. An investigation of the applicants by the Miami-Dade 
Sheriff Department has revealed no record of criminal activity as outlined in Chapter 28-
A of the Code. The applicants have also provided the mandatory bond (attached).  

As staff has determined that applicable licensure requirements have been met, it is recommended 
that the Board approve the issuance of a new County stevedore license to applicants Robert Van 
Leeuwen, Francois Du Boucheron, Gerardus Van Den Heuvel, Fred Castonguay and Michelle 
Porter. 

Jimmy Morales 
Chief Operating Officer 
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MEMORANDUM 
(Revised) 

TO: DATE: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

: SUBJECT:  Agenda Item No. 8(J)(1) 

Please note any items checked. 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised 

6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing 

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public 

hearing 

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget 

Budget required 

Statement of fiscal impact required 

Statement of social equity required 

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Mayor’s 

report for public hearing 

No committee review 

Applicable legislation requires more than a majority vote (i.e., 2/3’s 

present ____, 2/3 membership ____, 3/5’s ____, unanimous ____, 

majority plus one ____, CDMP 7 vote requirement per 2-116.1(3)(h) or

(4)(c) ____, CDMP 2/3 vote requirement per 2-116.1(3) (h) or (4)(c) 

____, CDMP 9 vote requirement per 2-116.1(4)(c) (2) _____) to approve

Current information regarding funding source, index code and available 

balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required 

FROM: 

_______ 

May 20, 2025
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Agenda Item No. 8(J)(1)
5-20-25  

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 
COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO ISSUE A NEW 
STEVEDORE LICENSE TO ROBERT VAN LEEUWEN, 
FRANCOIS DU BOUCHERON, GERARDUS VAN DEN 
HEUVEL, FRED CASTONGUAY AND MICHELLE PORTER IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 28A, SECTION 28A-6 OF 
THE CODE OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that the Board hereby 

authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to issue a stevedore license to Robert 

Van Leeuwen, Francois Du Boucheron, Gerardus Van Den Heuve, Fred Castonguay and 

Michelle Porter in accordance with the provisions of chapter 28A, section 6 of the Code of 

Miami-Dade County, Florida. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  
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      Mayor Approved 
Veto __________ 
Override __________ 

Anthony Rodriguez, Chairman 

Kionne L. McGhee, Vice Chairman 

Juan Carlos Bermudez 

Oliver G. Gilbert, III 

Keon Hardemon 

Eileen Higgins 

Raquel A. Regalado 

Marleine Bastien 

Sen. René García 

Roberto J. Gonzalez 

Danielle Cohen Higgins 

Natalie Milian Orbis 

Micky Steinberg 



Agenda Item No. 8(J)(1) 
Page No. 2 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 20th 

day of May, 2025.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days 

after the date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become 

effective only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this 

resolution and the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

        MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
        BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

        By: ________________________ 
      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  

Laura A. Figueroa
Miguel A. Gonzalez 

_______ 
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., 

METRO CRUISE SERVICES Vendor 

Voucher Number 

012661 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 

Invoice Number Invoice Date 

2024 APP FEE LIC r. 11/15/2024 

TOTALS: 

Vendor ID 

17POROF _MIO0 

Payment Number 

009245 

Description 

APP FEE LICENSE RENEWAL 

Date 

11/22/2024 

Check Number 

Net Check Amt 

$50.00 

$50.00 

� DOCUMENT HAS A MULTI-COLORED BACKGROUND. SECURITY FEATURES LISTED ON BACK. � 

Pay· Fifty Dollars And 00 Cents 

, to the Order of: 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 

1001 NORTH AMERICA WAY, SUITE 115 
:MIAMI, FL 33132 

$50.00 
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