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Appointments and Re-appointments to 

the Community Action Agency Board 

M E M O R A N D U M
Agenda Item 15(C)1  

   TO: DATE: July 21, 2026

FROM:                    SUBJECT:   

        

The Board of County Commissioners (Board) is requested to appoint ten (10) individuals and reappoint two (2) members 

to fill twelve (12) vacancies on the Community Action Agency Board (CAAB), as recommended by its Nominating 

Committee.  

Pursuant to Ordinance 09-31, the CAAB was established to advise the County on the development, planning, 

implementation, and evaluation of Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) programs and other Community Action 

Agency initiatives such as identifying and reducing the causes of poverty, and providing oversight of the Head 

Start/Early Head Start program on behalf of the Board.  

As provided by the ordinance, the Nominating Committee has concluded its outreach and vetting process and have 

forwarded the following candidates and alternates; each possessing diverse skills, knowledge, and experience across 

multiple sectors; for consideration: 

Name Sector Appointment/Reappointment 

Brandon Cave Social Welfare Recommended Appointment 

Gabrielle Charles Business Recommended Appointment 

Alejandra Cortina Social Welfare Recommended Appointment 

Eunice D. Flowers Education Recommended Appointment 

Lauren Theresa Gomez Education Recommended Appointment 

Randy Grice Industry Recommended Appointment 

Regine Janvier Education Recommended Appointment 

David Piña, Esq. Legal Recommended Appointment 

Dennise Nicola Business Recommended Appointment 

Sandra Velez-Candelario Labor Recommended Appointment 

Dr. Santarvis Brown Religion Recommended Reappointment 

Regina M. Grace Social Services Recommended Reappointment 

Giancarlo Molero Eljuri Business Recommended Alternate 

Estefania Garcia Business Recommended Alternate 

Maria L. Ruiz Retired (formerly government) Recommended Alternate 

Attached for your consideration and review are the memorandum from Cathy Burgos, LCSW, Director of the 

Community Services Department, and the resume of each candidate.  

Attachment(s) 

Honorable Juan Fernandez-Barquin 

Clerk of the Court and Comptroller 

Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez 
and  Members, Board of County Commissioners    

Basia Pruna, Director 

Clerk of the Board  
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Date: 

To: 

From: 

Memorandum 

July 6, 2026 

Basia Pruna, Director 
Clerk of the Board and Procurem
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Cathy Burgos, LCSW, Director . /J 
Community Services Departme t,/ 

Subject: Community Action Agency Board - Appointments and Reappointments 

Greetings, 

Pursuant to Ordinance 09-31, the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) is authorized 
to make appointments to fill vacancies in the Community Interest and Organizations 
Sector of the Community Action Agency Board (CAAB). The CAAB Nominating 
Committee has concluded outreach and their vetting process, along with concurrent 
recommendations via the CAAB Joint Finance and Executive Committee, with 
ratification by the CAA Board at their last meeting on March 9th 

, 2026, and the CAAB 
respectfully submits the below twelve (12) names to the BCC for appointment/
reappointment to the CAAB. 

Name Sector Current Job Title Appointment/Re-
Appointment 

Regina M. Grace Social Retired - Assistant Director of Re-Appointment 
Services Community Action and Human 

Services Department 
Dr. Santarvis Brown Religion Pastor, Professor of Business Re-Appointment 

Education Associate Vice 
President of Academic Affairs -
Miami-Dade College 

Education Director at Beautiful Gates Appointment 
Eunice D. Flowers Production 

Lauren Theresa Education Currently Social Studies Subject Appointment 
Gomez Matter Expert at Discovery 

Education 
Industry Communications & Marketing at Appointment 

Randy Grice Greater Miami Expressway 
Agency 

Regine Janvier Education Managing Director of People Appointment 
Operations at City Year Miami; 
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Brandon Cave 
Social Social Service Manager with City Appointment 
Welfare of Opa-locka 

David Pina, Esq. 
Legal Legal Director at Steer Ahead Appointment 

Miami/EZRI 

Gabrielle Charles 
Business Owner of Gabrielle Charles & Appointment 

Company Public Relations 

Alejandra Cortina 
Social Case Manager at United Home Appointment 
Welfare Care 
Business Director of Business Appointment 

Dennise Nicola Development at FL PACE 
Centers 

Sandra Velez- Labor Independent business Owner Appointment 
Candelario 

The duties and responsibilities of the CAAB members include the oversight and 
governances of the Head Start/Early Head Start program and the department's 
Community Service Block Grant (CSBG) initiatives, adopting program policies, serving as 
a liaison with the BCC, reviewing and approving grants and budgets, engaging in 
advocacy, attending monthly and quarterly meetings, and providing guidance and support 
to the department. The recommended candidates possess diverse skills, knowledge and 
experience in various sectors that positions them to be a valuable member to the CAAB. 
Attached you will find the resumes of the recommended candidates. 

As required by the abovementioned ordinance, additional names are provided as 
alternatives to the names listed above 

Name Sector Current Job Title 

Estefania Garcia Business Senior Account Manager Marriot 
Vacations Worldwide 

Giancarlo Molero Business Founder & Chief Curator Officer YAF A. Life 
Eljuri 
Maria L. Ruiz Retired (formerly Grants Manager - City of Miami Beach 

government) 

If additional information is required, please feel free to contact Ursula Price, Division 
Director, Engagement and Outreach, Community Services Department, at (786) 469-
4818 or via email to Ursula.Price@miamidade.gov. 

Attachment: 
Resumes of candidates 

CC: Dr. Joyce M. Price, Chair 
Community Action Agency Board 

2 

MDC003



MDC004



MDC005



MDC006



MDC007



MDC008



MDC009



MDC010



MDC011



MDC012



MDC013



MDC014



MDC015



MDC016



MDC017



MDC018



MDC019



MDC020



MDC021



MDC022



MDC023



MDC024



MDC025



MDC026



MDC027



MDC028



MDC029



MDC030



MDC031



MDC032



MDC033



MDC034



MDC035



MDC036



MDC037



MDC038



MDC039



MDC040



MDC041



MDC042




