
MEMORANDUM 
SHC
Agenda Item No. 3(B) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez  DATE: September 8, 2026
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution retroactively approving 
County Attorney and authorizing the County Mayor’s 

application, receipt, and expenditure of 
grant funds of up to $7,736,674.00 upon 
award from the United States Department 
of War’s Office of Local Defense 
Community Cooperation through its 
Defense Community Infrastructure 
Program (DCIP) to Miami-Dade County, 
through the Miami-Dade Fire Rescue 
Department, for the construction of 
Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Station 77 in 
close proximity to the Homestead Air 
Reserve Base; authorizing the County 
Mayor to apply for, receive, and expend 
additional funds if such funding becomes 
available through the grant program, for 
the purposes described herein; authorizing, 
subject to available funding, the use of up 
to $5,018,217.00 in Fire District Funds to 
satisfy the County’s local cash match 
funding requirements for the purposes 
described herein; and authorizing the 
County Mayor to execute all necessary 
documents and amendments and to 
exercise the provisions contained therein 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Miami-Dade Fire and Rescue Department and 
placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Vice Chairman Kionne L. McGhee. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/ks 
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October 6, 2026
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Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
Page No. 2 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
The DCIP is funded and administered by the United States Department of War's Office of Local Defense 
Community Cooperation. Awarded agencies must provide a local match of at least 30% of the total 
project cost. The County's local share of$5,018,217.00 will come from the Fire District Fund. 

Track Record/Monitor 
The grant award will be monitored by the MDFR Grants Management Bureau. 

Background 
Miami-Dade Fire Rescue (MDFR) is seeking Defense Community Infrastructure Program (DCIP) 
funding to construct a new fire station in close proximity to the Homestead Air Reserve Base (HARB) on 
land that was previously owned by the base but is now owned by Miami-Dade County. 

The DCIP addresses deficiencies in community infrastructure supportive of a military installation. The 

rapid growth of residential and commercial development surrounding the HARB, combined with the 
operational needs of the installation, has created a need for enhanced emergency response capabilities in 
the area. The benefits of Fire Station 77 extend to both the Homestead community and the military. 

The surrounding civilian community will benefit from this project. Approximately 54,000 residents live 
within a five-mile radius of the installation, and thousands more work or attend school in the area each 
day. These neighborhoods will experience shorter response times, improved access to advanced life 
support and fire suppression services and strengthened resilience during hurricanes and other disasters. As 
the region continues to grow, the additional capacity provided by Fire Station 77 becomes increasingly 
vital to ensuring that emergency services remain responsive and accessible. Establishing a dedicated, 
strategically located fire station will ensure rapid response to aircraft emergencies, structural fires, 
hazardous materials incidents, and medical calls affecting both the neighboring communities and the 
military. 

All personnel assigned to or supporting operations at the Homestead Air Reserve Base will also benefit 
from the project, including approximately 1,200 Reserve members, more than 250 Active Guard and 
Reserve staff, roughly 800 civilian and contractor personnel on site daily, and the estimated 2,000 to 
3,000 military family members residing in nearby neighborhoods. These groups represent the installation 
population, all of whom will benefit from reduced emergency response times, increased operational 
safety, and improved survivability during high-risk incidents. 

Arnold Palmer 
Chief of Public Safety 

MDC003



MEMORANDUM 
(Revised) 

TO: DATE: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

: SUBJECT:  Agenda Item No. 

Please note any items checked. 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised 

6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing 

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public 

hearing 

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget 

Budget required 

Statement of fiscal impact required 

Statement of social equity required 

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Mayor’s 

report for public hearing 

No committee review 

Requires more than a majority vote (i.e., 2/3’s present ____, 2/3 
membership ____, 3/5’s ____, unanimous ____, majority plus one ____, 
CDMP 7 votes (majority of membership) ____, CDMP 2/3 members 
present but not less than 7 votes (majority of membership) ____, CDMP 
9 votes (2/3 membership) _____) to approve

Current information regarding funding source, index code and available 

balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required 

FROM: 

_______ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan
County Attorney 

October 6, 2026
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Approved                                                    Mayor Agenda Item No. 
Veto __________   
Override __________ 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 
 

RESOLUTION RETROACTIVELY APPROVING AND 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY 
MAYOR DESIGNEE’S APPLICATION, RECEIPT, AND 
EXPENDITURE OF GRANT FUNDS OF UP TO $7,736,674.00 
UPON AWARD FROM THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 
OF WAR’S OFFICE OF LOCAL DEFENSE COMMUNITY 
COOPERATION THROUGH ITS DEFENSE COMMUNITY 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM (DCIP) TO MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY, THROUGH THE MIAMI-DADE FIRE RESCUE 
DEPARTMENT, FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF MIAMI-
DADE FIRE RESCUE STATION 77 IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO 
THE HOMESTEAD AIR RESERVE BASE; AUTHORIZING 
THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE 
TO APPLY FOR, RECEIVE, AND EXPEND ADDITIONAL 
FUNDS IF SUCH FUNDING BECOMES AVAILABLE 
THROUGH THE GRANT PROGRAM, FOR THE PURPOSES 
DESCRIBED HEREIN; AUTHORIZING, SUBJECT TO 
AVAILABLE FUNDING, THE USE OF UP TO $5,018,217.00 IN 
FIRE DISTRICT FUNDS TO SATISFY THE COUNTY’S LOCAL 
CASH MATCH FUNDING REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 
PURPOSES DESCRIBED HEREIN; AND AUTHORIZING THE 
COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO 
EXECUTE ALL NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND 
AMENDMENTS AND TO EXERCISE THE PROVISIONS 
CONTAINED THEREIN 
 
 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

County Mayor’s memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

Section 1. Incorporates and approves the foregoing recital, as if fully set forth herein. 

Section 2. Retroactively approves and authorizes the County Mayor or County 

Mayor’s designee’s application for, receipt, and expenditure of grant funds of up to $7,736,674.00 
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  Agenda Item No. 
  Page No. 2 
 
from the United States Department of War’s Office of Local Defense Community Cooperation through its 

Defense Community Infrastructure Program (DCIP) grant. Miami-Dade County, through the Miami-Dade 

Fire Rescue Department (MDFR), is seeking funds to help with the construction of MDFR Station 77 

in close proximity to the Homestead Air Reserve Base (HARB). The application for said funds is 

attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit A. 

Section 3. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to apply for, 

receive, and expend additional grant funding if such funding becomes available through the DCIP 

for the purposes described herein. Subject to available funding, this Board further authorizes the 

County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to utilize up to $5,018,217.00 from the Fire District 

Fund to satisfy the County’s local cost share/cash matching obligations identified in Exhibit A. 

Section 4. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute all 

necessary documents and amendments to effectuate the purposes described in sections 2 and 3 and 

to exercise all provisions contained therein, provided that any amendments do not alter the purpose 

of the grant and are approved by the County Attorney’s Office for form and legal sufficiency. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                            , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner                                   

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

 Anthony Rodriguez, Chairman 
Kionne L. McGhee, Vice Chairman 

 

 Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez  
 Sen. René García Oliver G. Gilbert, III  
 Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon  
 Danielle Cohen Higgins Vicki L. Lopez  
 Natalie Milian Orbis Raquel A. Regalado  
 Micky Steinberg   
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Agenda Item No. 
Page No. 3 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 6th day of 

October, 2026.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF COUNTY  
COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Javier Zapata 
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