
Executive Summary 
The purpose of this item is to seek approval of the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between Miami-Dade County (County), the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD), 
the City of Miami, the City of West Miami, and the City of Sweetwater (collectively, the Local 
Governments) regarding the C-4 Basin Operating Plan (Operating Plan). 

The purpose of the MOU is to define the responsibilities of the parties in coordinating the operation 
of stormwater pump stations in order to reduce potential flooding and adverse water quantity impacts 
within the geographic areas of the Local Governments, the C-4 Basin, and downstream areas. The 
MOU applies during the period preceding, during, and immediately following major storm events 
when excessive rainfall is expected. 

The Operating Plan, which was adopted by SFWMD, establishes operational guidelines for 
stormwater pump stations discharging into the C-4 Canal. Because the conveyance capacity of the C-
4 Canal is limited, it may not be able to accommodate the combined discharge from all stormwater 
pump stations during periods of heavy rainfall. Accordingly, the participating governments agree to 
coordinate the operation of their stormwater pump stations and implement the Operating Plan to the 
greatest extent practicable. 

The City of Miami adopted Resolution No. 25-0464 (attached as Exhibit 2 to the MOU), the City of 
West Miami adopted Resolution No. 2026-01 (attached as Exhibit 3 to the MOU), and the City of 
Sweetwater adopted Resolution No. 5231 (attached as Exhibit 4 to the MOU), authorizing their 
respective city managers to execute the MOU. 

The agreement will remain in effect for an initial term of 10 years beginning on the date of final 
execution by all parties and may be renewed for one additional 10-year term upon the mutual written 
consent of all parties. The agreement may not be extended beyond the expected and/or actual life of 
the system and its critical components. 

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) approve the attached resolution 
authorizing the execution of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Miami-Dade County, 
the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD), the City of Miami, the City of West Miami, 
and the City of Sweetwater to define the responsibilities of the parties under the C-4 Basin Operating 
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Plan for stormwater pump stations discharging into the C-4 Canal. The resolution also authorizes the 
County Mayor or the County Mayor's designee to execute the MOU and exercise all provisions 
contained therein, including renewal and termination.  

Scope 
The areas affected by this MOU are located within multiple commission districts; therefore, the scope 
of this item is countywide in nature. The affected areas within the City of Miami are located within 
District 2, represented by Commissioner Marleine Bastien; District 3, represented by Commissioner 
Keon Hardemon; District 5, represented by Commissioner Vicki L. Lopez; District 6, represented by 
Commissioner Natalie Milian Orbis; and District 7, represented by Commissioner Raquel A. 
Regalado. The affected area within the City of West Miami is located within District 6, represented 
by Commissioner Natalie Milian Orbis. The affected area within the City of Sweetwater is located 
within District 12, represented by Commissioner Juan Carlos "JC" Bermudez. 

Delegation of Authority 
This item authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute the MOU and exercise 
all provisions contained therein, including the authority to renew or terminate the agreement.    

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
Execution of this MOU will not have a negative fiscal impact on the County. Maintenance and 
operating costs associated with the stormwater pump stations within the Department of 
Transportation and Public Works' inventory are funded through the County's Stormwater Utility fees. 

Track Record/Monitor 
DTPW is the department responsible for administering this agreement.  The individual responsible 
for monitoring the MOU is Maria D. Molina, P.E., Chief, Right-of-Way and Stormwater Planning 
and Design Division.  

Background 
On January 23, 2013, the Board adopted Resolution No. R-31-13, approving the C-4 Basin Operating 
Plan. The resolution also authorized the County Mayor or the County Mayor's designee to execute 
the original Memorandum of Understanding governing implementation of the plan. The 2013 MOU 
remained in effect for 10 years and expired on January 22, 2023. 

The C-4 Basin has historically experienced flooding during significant rainfall events. Widespread 
flooding associated with Hurricane Irene in 1999 and a major storm event in October 2000 led to the 
development of a series of flood mitigation projects, including the installation of forward pumps at 
tidal outlets and back-pumping capabilities to divert excess runoff into the C-4 Emergency Detention 
Basin. 

As additional flood mitigation infrastructure has been constructed, SFWMD has periodically updated 
the C-4 Basin Operating Plan to reflect changes to the system and establish operational guidelines 
intended to improve flood protection within the basin. 

The purpose of the MOU is to define responsibilities among SFWMD, Miami-Dade County, the City 
of Miami, the City of West Miami, and the City of Sweetwater in coordinating stormwater pump 
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operations to reduce potential flooding and adverse water quantity impacts within the geographic 
areas of the Local Governments, the C-4 Basin, and downstream areas. 

The Operating Plan identifies the conditions under which the operation of stormwater pump stations 
could increase the risk of flooding within the basin. The parties acknowledge that, under certain 
conditions, operation of the stormwater pumps may result in adverse flooding impacts to property 
owners within the basin. The parties also acknowledge that the conveyance capacity of the C-4 Canal 
is limited and may not be sufficient to accommodate the combined discharge from all stormwater 
pump stations during periods of heavy rainfall. Therefore, by executing the MOU, the Local 
Governments agree to coordinate the operation of their respective stormwater pump stations in 
accordance with the Operating Plan to the greatest extent practicable. 

In the event that SFWMD determines that an emergency exists within its geographic jurisdiction, the 
Executive Director may issue an emergency order describing the conditions causing the emergency 
and the corrective actions necessary to minimize or abate the emergency condition. Any actions taken 
pursuant to SFWMD's emergency authority will supersede the provisions of the MOU. 

SFWMD has adopted the Operating Plan, and the City of Miami, the City of West Miami, and the 
City of Sweetwater have each adopted resolutions authorizing their respective city managers to 
execute the MOU. 

_________________ 
Roy Coley 
Deputy Mayor  
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MEMORANDUM 
(Revised) 

TO: DATE: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

: SUBJECT:  Agenda Item No. 

Please note any items checked. 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised 

6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing 

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public 

hearing 

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget 

Budget required 

Statement of fiscal impact required 

Statement of social equity required 

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Mayor’s 

report for public hearing 

No committee review 

Requires more than a majority vote (i.e., 2/3’s present ____, 2/3 
membership ____, 3/5’s ____, unanimous ____, majority plus one ____, 
CDMP 7 votes (majority of membership) ____, CDMP 2/3 members 
present but not less than 7 votes (majority of membership) ____, CDMP 
9 votes (2/3 membership) _____) to approve

Current information regarding funding source, index code and available 

balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required 

FROM: 

_______ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan
County Attorney 

November 17, 2026
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 

Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, THE 

SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, THE 

CITY OF MIAMI, THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI, AND THE 

CITY OF SWEETWATER DEFINING THE C-4 BASIN 

OPERATING PLAN FOR DISCHARGES INTO THE C-4 

CANAL; AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 

COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE SUCH 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AND TO EXERCISE 

ALL PROVISIONS CONTAINED THEREIN, INCLUDING 

TERMINATION AND RENEWAL 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

Section 1. Approves and incorporates the foregoing recital as though fully set forth 

herein. 

Section 2. Approves the Memorandum of Understanding between Miami-Dade 

County, the South Florida Water Management District, the City of Miami, the City of West Miami, 

and the City of Sweetwater, defining the C-4 Basin Operating Plan for discharges into the C-4 

Canal, in substantially the form attached to the Mayor’s memorandum and incorporated herein.  

Section 3. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute the 

Memorandum of Understanding and to exercise all the provisions contained therein, including 

termination. 
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The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:   

Anthony Rodriguez, Chairman 

Kionne L. McGhee, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 

Sen. René García Oliver G. Gilbert, III 

Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 

Danielle Cohen Higgins Vicki L. Lopez  

Natalie Milian Orbis Raquel A. Regalado 

Micky Steinberg 
 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 17th day 

of November, 2026.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after 

the date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective 

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and 

the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:   ________________________ 

Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Bruce Libhaber 
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