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2026 Out-of-Cycle Application CDMP20260011 

APPLICATION SUMMARY 
Applicant/Representative: Miami-Dade County  

Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources   

Location: Countywide 

Requested Text Changes: 1) Amend the Introduction of the Water,  Sewer, and
Solid Waste Element of the Comprehensive
Development Master Plan pertaining to the Water
and Sewer Subelement.

2) Amend the Water and Sewer Subelement, including
the Monitoring Program, of the Comprehensive
Development Master Plan primarily to reflect the
May 2026 update of the Miami-Dade County Water
Supply Facilities Work Plan.

Amendment Type: Standard Text Amendment 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Staff Initial Recommendation: TRANSMIT WITH CHANGE AND ADOPT 
(September 2026)

Community Councils: Not applicable 

Planning Advisory Board (PAB) acting 
as the Local Planning Agency: 

TO BE DETERMINED (September 14, 2026) 

Transmittal Action by Board of County 
Commissioners: 

TO BE DETERMINED (September 24, 2026) 

Final Action of Board of County 
Commissioners: 

TO BE DETERMINED (November 19, 2026) 

Initial Recommendations Report 
Application No. CDMP20260011 

Countywide 
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Staff’s initial recommendation is to TRANSMIT WITH CHANGE AND ADOPT, the proposed 
amendment to the Water, Sewer, and Solid Waste Element introduction and the Water and Sewer 
Subelement of the County’s Comprehensive Development Master Plan (CDMP) for the following 
reasons.   

Principal Reasons for Recommendation: 

1. The application, if approved, would satisfy the statutory requirement for the County to
adopt the May 2026 update of the Miami-Dade County Water Supply Facilities Work Plan
into the CDMP. Section 163.3177(6)(c) of the Florida Statutes requires local governments
to prepare and adopt a water supply work plan into their comprehensive plans at least
every 5 years, within 18 months after the applicable water management district adopts a
regional water supply plan. The water supply work plan must identify alternative water
supply projects, traditional water supply projects and conservation and reuse measures
necessary to meet projected water demand for at least a 10-year planning period. The last
update of the CDMP to incorporate the Miami-Dade County Water Supply Facilities Work
Plan was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners in January 2023 through
Ordinance No. 23-6. Subsequently, the South Florida Water Management District
(SFWMD) approved the most recent Lower East Coast (LEC) Water Supply Plan on
September 23, 2024 that was utilized in developing Miami-Dade County’s current Water
Supply Facilities Work Plan Update, dated May 2026 (see Appendix B on Appendices
Page 11 herein). The proposed amendment, if approved, would adopt the May 2026 Water
Supply Facilities Work Plan into the CDMP by reference and satisfy the statutory
requirement.

The SFWMD previously issued the County’s most recent Water Use Permit modification
on March 8, 2022. The Water Use Permit has an expiration date of December 27, 2065,
an annual aquifer withdrawal allocation of 148,018 million gallons, and a maximum
monthly allocation of 12,951.61 million gallons, for the 20-year period beginning 2022
through to year 2042. The County’s May 2026 Water Supply Facilities Work Plan update
is consistent with the County’s Water Use Permit and the SFWMD’s Lower East Coast
Regional Water Supply Plan and the required CDMP revisions are presented primarily in
the proposed amendment to Objective WS-7 and its associated policies.

2. The recommended change to the application is the addition of a footnote to ‘Table 1:
Alternative Water Supply Projects 2022-2042’, on page 4 below, that clarifies the listed
Phase 1 and Phase 2 projects for the ‘South Miami Heights WTP Back-Up’ are designated
backup facilities for the C-51 Reservoir alternative water facility should, for any reason, it
becomes inoperable.

The application proposes updates to the Introduction of the Water, Sewer and Solid Waste
Element of the CDMP pertaining to the required updates of the Water and Sewer
Subelement, updates the Subelement’s Introductory text, and clarifies and/or updates
several objectives and policies of the Subelement.
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REQUESTED TEXT AMENDMENTS 

The following presents the proposed text changes to the CDMP. Single underlined words 
represent the proposed additions and words stricken through are proposed deletions. All other 
words are adopted text that are in effect and remain unchanged.   

1) Amend the Introductory Text, Objectives and Policies of the Water and Sewer 
Subelement in the County’s adopted Comprehensive Development Master Plan as 
follows:  

 
WATER, SEWER, AND SOLID WASTE ELEMENT 

 
Introduction 

 
The Water, Sewer and Solid Waste Element is composed of two subelements. The Water and 
Sewer Subelement contains a goal, objectives, policies, and monitoring measures for the 
County’s water services. The Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department (WASD) is the largest 
public water and sewer utility in the southeastern United States. The Department’s water system 
serves over 451,000464,000 retail customers and 15 Municipal wholesale customers in Miami-
Dade County, and the wastewater system serves over 367,000379,000 retail customers and 13 
wholesale customers consisting of 12 municipal customers and the Homestead Air Reserve Base. 
In November 2007, WASD received a historic 20-year Water-Use Permit (WUP) from the South 
Florida Water Management District (SFWMD). Since the 2007 WUP, WASD has requested 
several modifications to the permit with the most recent WUP modification issued on March 8, 
2022, withhaving an expiration date of December 27, 20452065, with an annual allocation of 
148,018 million gallons (405.53 MGD) and maximum monthly allocation of 12,951.61 million 
gallons to year 2042. The permit is a plan for meeting the present and future water needs of the 
County while protecting natural resources such as the Everglades. The permit requires WASD to 
develop alternative water supply sources including use of the Floridan Aquifer as an alternative 
water supply, and the C-51 Reservoir, and continue with its Water-Use Efficiency Program and 
water loss reduction program. It ensures water will be available for Miami-Dade County’s needs 
and lays the groundwork for capital improvements programmed or planned for the next decade.  

 
* * * 

 
2) Amend the Water and Sewer Subelement including its Monitoring Program as 

follows: 
 

WATER AND SEWER SUBELEMENT 
 
GOAL  
PROVIDE FOR POTABLE WATER, AND SANITARY SEWER FACILITIES WHICH MEET THE 
COUNTY’S NEEDS IN A MANNER THAT PROMOTES THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, OPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY, CDMP-PLANNED LAND 
USE, AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY.  
 

* * * 
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Objective WS-4. Miami-Dade County shall protect the health of its residents and preserve 
its environmental integrity by reducing the proportion of residences and commercial 
establishments within the Urban Development Boundary using wastewater treatment 
facilities (onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems and interim sewage treatment 
plants) that are not connected to the central system. Miami-Dade County shall discourage 
the new or continued use of such facilities through the strict application of the CDMP and 
land development regulations. 
 

* * * 
 
Objective WS-5. Develop and Continue to implement a the comprehensive water 
conservation program to ensure that a sufficient, economical supply of Biscayne Aquifer 
water is available to meet current and future water demand without degrading the 
environment. 
 

* * * 
WS-6F. It is the policy of Miami-Dade County that the distribution of potable water from the 
proposed Hialeah reverse osmosis water treatment plant,  which uses the Floridan Aquifer as its 
source and is located at 4250 NW 114 Terrace in proximity to the area encompassing Application 
No. 5 in the April 2005-2006 CDMP Cycle [area bounded by NW 154 Street on the south, NW 97 
Avenue on the east, and the Homestead Extension of the Florida Turnpike (HEFT) on the 
northwest], using the Floridan Aquifer as its source, shall be dedicated first to satisfying the total 
potable water demand from development of the site of Application No. 5 in the area bounded by 
NW 154 Street on the south, NW 97 Avenue on the east, and the Homestead Extension of the 
Florida Turnpike (HEFT) on the northwest (that was subject to Application No. 5 of the April 2005 
CDMP amendment Cycle). In no event shall a Certificate of Occupancy (CO) for development in 
the area encompassed by Application No. 5 be issued until it is served by the proposed Hialeah 
reverse osmosis water treatment plant or by another water supply source authorized under the 
County’s Consumptive Use Permit from the South Florida Water Management District or as 
otherwise agreed upon with the District and incorporated into the County’s CIE Schedules of 
Improvements. 
 

* * * 
 

Objective WS-7. Miami-Dade County shall create a continue to implement and timely 
update its Water Supply Facilities Work Plan that identifies and develops those water 
supply projects necessary to meet the County’s projected water demands for a minimum 
10-year period. 

Policies 

WS-7A. The Miami-Dade County Water Supply Facilities Work Plan (Work Plan), dated April 2022 
May 2026, is adopted and incorporated by reference into the CDMP. This document is designed 
to: assess current and projected potable water demands; evaluate the sources and capacities of 
available water supplies; and identify those water supply projects, using all available technologies, 
necessary to meet the County’s water demands.  
 
WS-7B. The County shall consider the most recent approved version of South Florida Water 
Management District’s Lower East Coast Regional Water Supply Plan Update (approved 
September 23, 2024) in developing and updating its Water Supply Facilities Work Plan. The Work 
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Plan will be updated, at a minimum, every 5-years and within 18 months after the South Florida 
Water Management District’s approval of an updated Lower East Coast Regional Water Supply 
Plan. Updates to the water supply facilities necessary to satisfy projected water demands shall 
be provided to the South Florida Water Management District in the Annual Lower East Coast 
Progress Report. The Work Plan shall address climate change and sea level rise that may impact 
the potable water infrastructure and sources. The potable water supply facilities necessary to 
satisfy projected water demands during the 2022 - 20302042 period are shown in Table 1, below. 

 
Table 1 

Alternative Water Supply Projects 2022-2030 

Completion 
Date 

 

 
Annual Average Finished Water Quantity 

in MGD and Source 
 

 

  

Completed 7.50 Hialeah Floridan Aquifer RO WTP-Phase 1-a, 
10 MGD & 6 Floridan Aquifer supply wells AWS 

12/31/23 
Completed 2.50 Hialeah Floridan Aquifer RO WTP-Phase 1-b, 4 

Floridan Aquifer supply wells AWS 

7/31/23 
Completed 15.00 C-51 Reservoir AWS 

12/31/2026 12.45 
South Miami Heights WTP Back-Up Phase 1 
(RO portion)* AWS 

12/31/2033 5.00 
South Miami Heights WTP Back-Up Phase 2 
(RO portion)* AWS 

Total 42.45   
Notes: RO means reverse osmosis; WTP means water treatment plant; AWS means Alternative Water Supply 

* Backup in the event C-51 becomes inoperable 

 
Monitoring Program 

This section of the Element outlines the substantive components of Miami-Dade County’s 
monitoring program pertinent to the objectives, policies and parameters referenced elsewhere in 
this Element.  
 
Water and Sewer Monitoring and Evaluation Program In practice, the use of quantitative 
measures of objective implementation is preferred to individual policy evaluation. The following 
measures are recommended for use in monitoring the objectives proposed in this report for the 
Water and Sewer Subelement. These measures were selected based on their ability to represent 
overall achievement of an objective and on their ease and economy in collection, recording, and 
evaluation. At least one measure is recommended for each objective, and one alternative 
measure is recommended for several objectives. The alternative measure is recommended for 
those objectives where none of the primary measurements recommended are available from 
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existing data sources in Countywide circulation at the time of the report. The alternative 
measurement, if suggested, will always be based on an existing data source. 
 
Objective WS-1. Planning and provision of water and sewer services in concert and conformity 
with the County’s Land Use Element of the CDMP.  
 
Recommended measurement for potable water and sanitary sewer service: geographic area 
outside of the Urban Development Boundary (UDB) served by water and sewer each year.  
 
Alternative measure for potable water: miles of water mains greater than 6 inches in diameter 
which exist outside of the UDB. Alternative measure for sanitary sewer: miles of sewer force mains 
which exist outside of the UDB. Source of alternative measure: Miami-Dade Water and Sewer 
Department Water and Sewer Atlases. It should be noted that the alternative measurements will 
overestimate system development outside of the UDB, as they will count water and sewer mains 
located outside the UDB, but not used for local service. The use of the alternative measurements 
will have to correct be adjusted for this bias. 
 
Objective WS-2. Implementation of procedures to ensure adequate facilities and correct system 
deficiencies, including Level of Service (LOS) standards for Water and Sewer services.  
 
The achievement of the LOS standards is their own monitoring measures. For the entire objective, 
the following measures are recommended: treatment plant capacity for the system (water and 
sewer); reserve capacity of raw and treated water (water); amount of areas of inadequate fire flow 
(water). Treatment plant capacity is monitored and published by WASD regularly, and does not 
require an alternative. Other alternative measures include percent water unaccounted for, ratio of 
peak demand to average demand, treatment plant capacity for individual treatment plants. 
 

* * * 
 

Objective WS-4. Reduction in the use of septic tanks and other private wastewater treatment 
facilities (onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems and interim sewage treatment plants).  
 

* * * 
  
Objective WS-5. Initiation and maintenance Implementation of the county’s Water Use Efficiency 
Plan objectives including water conservation programs, non-revenue water loss reduction efforts 
and legislative initiatives.  
 
Recommended measurements include: average systemwide water use per capita; and percent 
water unaccounted for; peak day to average day water demand ratio; amount of water and 
wastewater that is reused or reclaimed within Miami-Dade County on an annual basis. This data 
is published annually by WASD so no alternative measure is recommended.  
 
Objective WS-6. Expansion of traditional and innovative sources of raw water.  
 
Recommended measurements include: reserve capacity of raw water and capacity of the aquifer 
storage and recovery system, and other future innovative projects once implemented as specified 
in the County’s Water Use Permit. No alternative measurements are recommended. 
 
Objective WS-7. Development and maintenance of a Water Supply Facilities Plan.  
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Recommended measurements include: Consistency between the water supply projects identified 
in the Water Supply Facilities Work Plan Update and those listed in Miami-Dade County’s Water 
Use Permit(s), the Lower East Coast Regional Water Supply Plan, and the Capital Improvements 
Element of the CDMP. A second measure would be a comparison of the projected minimum 10 
year water demands with the projected water supply projects identified in the Work Plan. 
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BACKGROUND 

The application is filed toward compliance with Section 163.3177(6)(c) of the Florida Statutes that 
requires local governments to prepare and adopt a water supply work plan into their 
comprehensive plans at least every 5 years, within 18 months after the applicable water 
management district adopts a regional water supply plan. The water supply work plan is required 
to identify alternative water supply projects, traditional water supply projects and conservation 
and reuse measures necessary to meet projected water demand for at least a 10-year planning 
period. 
 
The last update of the CDMP to incorporate the Miami-Dade County Water Supply Facilities Work 
Plan was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners in January 2023 through Ordinance 
No. 23-6. Subsequently, the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) approved the 
most recent Lower East Coast (LEC) Water Supply Plan on September 23, 2024 that was utilized 
in developing Miami-Dade County’s current Water Supply Facilities Work Plan Update, dated May 
2026 (see Appendix 1). The proposed amendment, if approved, would adopt the May 2026 Water 
Supply Facilities Work Plan into the CDMP by reference and satisfy the statutory requirement.  
 
The first 20-Year Water Use Permit (WUP) for Miami-Dade County was approved by the South 
Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) Governing Board on November 15, 2007. 
Subsequent modifications have been submitted by WASD and approved by SFWMD, with the 
latest permit issued on March 8, 2022.The SFWMD previously issued the County’s most recent 
Water Use Permit modification on March 8, 2022. The Water Use Permit has an expiration date 
of December 27, 2065, an annual aquifer withdrawal allocation of 148,018 million gallons, and a 
maximum monthly allocation of 12,951.61 million gallons, for the 20-year period beginning 2022 
through to year 2042. The County’s May 2026 Water Supply Facilities Work Plan update is 
consistent with the County’s Water Use Permit and the SFWMD’s Lower East Coast Regional 
Water Supply Plan and is presented in the proposed revisions to Objective WS-7 and associated 
policies. 
 
The Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department (WASD) water service area contains 
interconnected systems and thus, for the most part, functions as a regional system. The service 
area includes the Hialeah-Preston/Hialeah-reverse osmosis area serving the northern part of 
Miami-Dade County, the Alexander Orr, Jr., area serving the central and portions of the southern 
part of Miami-Dade County and the South Dade area (formerly known as the Rex Utility District) 
serving the southern part of Miami-Dade County. The Biscayne Aquifer is the major source of 
drinking water, supplying ±97% of the County’s potable water needs. Groundwater from the 
brackish Floridan Aquifer is the drinking water source for the Hialeah Reverse Osmosis Water 
Treatment Plant. The South Florida Water Management District’s September 2024 Lower East 
Coast Regional Water Supply Plan Update was utilized, as required, in developing and updating 
Miami-Dade County’s Water Supply Facilities Work Plan Update. Detailed information on the 
WASD water service area, water facilities and water supplies, and conservation efforts is provided 
in the May 2026 Miami-Dade County Water Supply Facilities Work Plan Update, for which the 
Executive Summary is attached hereto as Appendix B, Appendices Page 11 herein.  (The 
complete Water Supply Facilities Work Plan may be accessed on the Department of Regulatory and 
Economic Resources website through the weblink:     
https://energov.miamidade.gov/EnerGov_Prod/SelfService#/plan/f9a74514-dd84-47cc-ab4a-
c06852f8da91?tab=attachments). 
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WASD operates three regional wastewater treatment facilities that serve over 2.7 million 
customers, identified as the North District, South District, and Central District Wastewater 
Treatment Plants. The North and Central District Wastewater Treatment Plants currently utilize 
ocean outfall to dispose of the treated effluent while the South District Wastewater Treatment Plant 
utilizes injection wells as its primary disposal method for treated effluent. 
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APPENDICES 
  Appendices 

Page 

Appendix A: Amendment Application*-------------------------------------------------- 3 

Appendix B: Executive Summary: Miami-Dade Water and Sewer 
Department, 10-Year Water Supply Facilities Work Plan, May 
2026** ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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* Excerpted pages are enclosed herein. The complete application and all related documents are accessible 
on the Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources website indicated by the link below.  
** The complete May 2026 Water Supply Facilities Work Plan may also be accessed from the below 
weblink. 
 

https://energov.miamidade.gov/EnerGov_Prod/SelfService#/plan/f9a74514-dd84-47cc-ab4a-
c06852f8da91?tab=attachments 
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APPENDIX A 

Amendment Application 
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APPENDIX B   

Executive Summary 
Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department 

10-Year Water Supply Facilities Work Plan, May 2026 
 
 
 
 

(NOTE: The complete May 2026 Water Supply Facilities Work Plan may be accessed through the 
weblink: https://energov.miamidade.gov/EnerGov_Prod/SelfService#/plan/f9a74514-dd84-47cc-

ab4a-c06852f8da91?tab=attachments) 
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