
Date:
To:

From: Daniella Levine Cava
Mayor 

Subject: Resolution Retroactively Authorizing the Submission of a USDOT
Grant Application for $996,300 to Provide Financial Advisory 
Services for Analysis of Project Delivery Methods for Development, 
Maintenance and Operation of the Rickenbacker Causeway and 
Approving a Cooperative Agreement  

Executive Summary 
The purpose of this item is to seek: (1) retroactive approval from the Board of 
County Commissioners (Board) relating to the County Mayor or County Mayor’s 
designee’s actions in applying for grant funds from the United States Department 
of Transportation’s (USDOT) Build America Bureau (BAB) of up to $996,300 under 
the Innovative Finance and Asset Concession Grant Program (IFACGP) to obtain 
financial advisory services for analysis as further described below; and (2) 
authorization to execute the grant agreement with the USDOT in substantially the 
form attached as Exhibit A to this County Mayor’s memorandum and administer the 
grant funds in accordance with the agreement, exercising all provisions contained 
therein.   

The grant will allow the Department of Transportation and Public Works (DTPW) to 
contract for financial analysis to assist in determining the most effective project 
delivery method to ensure successful development, maintenance, and operation of 
the Rickenbacker Causeway, and to provide enhanced safety, additional amenities, 
and new uses, while prioritizing a holistic redevelopment.  The grant provides 
$996,300 in federal funds with no required local match. The period of performance 
is November 16, 2026 through November 15, 2029. 

These financial advisory services will include economic assessments, cost-benefit 
and funding opportunity analysis, exploring funding and financing options, 
conducting value-for-money (VFM) evaluations as required to secure future federal 
funds, and reviewing pro-forma forecasts, among other activities. The goal is to 
assess the viability of alternative delivery models for these crucial infrastructure 
projects, specifically for restoring and maintaining them.  

October 6, 2026

Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez 
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Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board retroactively approve the actions of the 
Administration in submitting the grant application to USDOT. Additionally, it is 
recommended that the Board approve the acceptance of the Cooperative 
Agreement between the USDOT and Miami-Dade County and authorize the 
Administration to administer the grant funds in accordance with the cooperative 
agreement under the IFACGP for up to $996,300 in federal funds.  

Scope  
The Rickenbacker Causeway is located within Commission District 7, represented 
by Commissioner Raquel A. Regalado.  

Delegation of Authority 
This item ratifies prior actions and authorizes the County Mayor or the County 
Mayor's designee to execute all necessary agreements, amendments, or other 
documents the grant requires and to receive and expend funds in accordance with 
the grant. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source  
The grant provides $996,300 in federal funds with no required local match. 

Track Record/Monitor  
This grant will be monitored by Mia Marin, DTPW Grants Manager. 

Background 
The Rickenbacker Causeway, including its four bridges (West Bridge North, West 
Bridge South, William M. Powell Bridge, and Bear Cut Bridge), is a critical County 
transportation asset that is well positioned for analysis to develop a strategy for its 
long-term repair, rehabilitation, replacement, operation, maintenance, safety, and 
capital needs as well as consideration for amenities and concessions to enhance 
the Causeway.  

The IFACGP, established by the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) in 
2021, authorizes funding that is intended to provide resources to engage with 
businesses that can provide innovative financing solutions on local projects. The 
County applied for the grant on October 1, 2025, and was notified on June 16, 2026, 
that the application was selected for grant award. The goal is to assess the viability 
of alternative delivery models for this crucial infrastructure project.  
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The financial analysis will proceed in coordination with technical project 
development activities, including the associated Project Development and 
Environment (PD&E) study and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
processes. The work under the grant is to be completed within the 36-month grant 
period and will culminate in a final report for consideration by the appropriate 
County and transportation authorities. Any subsequent procurement related to a 
capital project would be subject to separate Board approval, as applicable.  

_____________________ 
Roy Coley  
Deputy Mayor   
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MEMORANDUM 
(Revised) 

TO: DATE: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

: SUBJECT:  Agenda Item No. 3(B)(2) 

Please note any items checked. 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised 

6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing 

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public 

hearing 

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget 

Budget required 

Statement of fiscal impact required 

Statement of social equity required 

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Mayor’s 

report for public hearing 

No committee review 

Requires more than a majority vote (i.e., 2/3’s present ____, 2/3 
membership ____, 3/5’s ____, unanimous ____, majority plus one ____, 
CDMP 7 votes (majority of membership) ____, CDMP 2/3 members 
present but not less than 7 votes (majority of membership) ____, CDMP 
9 votes (2/3 membership) _____) to approve

Current information regarding funding source, index code and available 

balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required 

FROM: 

_______ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan
County Attorney 

October 6, 2026
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 3(B)(2)
10-6-26 Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION RETROACTIVELY APPROVING THE 

SUBMISSION OF A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE U.S. 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION’S BUILD 

AMERICA BUREAU UNDER THE INNOVATIVE FINANCE 

AND ASSET CONCESSION GRANT PROGRAM; 

APPROVING THE TERMS OF AND AUTHORIZING THE 

COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO 

EXECUTE A COOPERATIVE GRANT AGREEMENT, AND 

ANY AMENDMENTS THERETO AND OTHER 

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY THE GRANT WITH THE U.S. 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO PROVIDE 

INNOVATIVE FINANCE AND ASSET CONCESSION 

GRANT PROGRAM FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$996,300.00 AND AUTHORIZING THE RECEIPT AND 

EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS AS SPECIFIED IN THE 

AGREEMENT 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

Section 1.  Retroactively approves the submission of the grant application to the U.S. 

Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) Build America Bureau (Bureau) for funding under the 

Innovative Finance and Asset Concession Grant Program (IFACGP).  

Section 2. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute 

cooperative grant agreements, amendments, and other documents as required by the grant 

following approval by the County Attorney’s Office.  
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Section 3. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to exercise all 

provisions of the cooperative grant agreement and to receive and expend funds in an amount not 

to exceed $996,300.00. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      ,  

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:   

Anthony Rodriguez, Chairman 

Kionne L. McGhee, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 

Sen. René García Oliver G. Gilbert, III 

Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 

Danielle Cohen Higgins Vicki L. Lopez  

Natalie Milian Orbis Raquel A. Regalado 

Micky Steinberg 
 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 6th day of 

October, 2026.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

   BY ITS BOARD OF 

   COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Bruce Libhaber 
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