
MEMORANDUM 
IITC   
Agenda Item No. 3(K)

TO: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez  DATE: November 12, 2026 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution granting petition to 
County Attorney vacate a portion of County Right-

of-Way along the south side of 
the Rickenbacker Causeway for 
approximately 1,474 feet along 
the frontage of the County-
owned Miami Seaquarium 
property (Vacation of Right-of-
Way Petition No. P-1056) filed 
by the Miami-Dade County 
Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Open Spaces (PROS) and 
waiving the signature 
requirements of Resolution No. 
R-7606 as to adjacent property
owners

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Transportation and Public Works Department and 
placed on the agenda at the request of Commissioner Raquel A. Regalado. 

GBK/ks 
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Executive Summary 
The purpose of this item is for the Board of County Commissioners (Board) to 
grant a petition filed by the Miami-Dade County (County) Department of Parks, 
Recreation, and Open Spaces (PROS) to vacate the subject portion of County 
right-of-way. If this petition is granted, the underlying land will become 
incorporated into the abutting County-owned Miami Seaquarium property. The 
$8,500.00 fee for this vacation of right-of-way petition has been paid.  

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board grant Vacation of Right-of-Way Petition P-1056, 
attached to this Memorandum as Exhibit 2, following a public hearing. The County 
Departments of Regulatory and Economic Resources (RER), Transportation and 
Public Works (DTPW), Water and Sewer (WASD), Fire Rescue, and 
Environmental Resources Management (DERM) have no objection to this portion 
of right-of-way being vacated. This request conforms with County regulations 
governing the procedures for the vacation of County right-of-way as set forth in 
Resolution No. R-7606. The subject land includes a portion of the paved parking 
lot for the Miami Seaquarium. Location maps are attached as Exhibit 1. 

Scope 
The subject portion of County right-of-way is located within District 7, which is 
represented by Commissioner Raquel A. Regalado. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
The Property Appraiser’s Office has assessed the property adjacent to the subject 
right-of-way at an average rate of $1.00 per square foot. Therefore, the estimated 
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value of the subject land is approximately $88,439. However, the abutting property 
to which the land will revert is County-owned and tax-exempt. Therefore, the 
granting of this petition will not result in an increase in revenue from property 
taxes. The fee for this vacation of right-of-way petition is $8,500.00. 

Track Record/Monitor 
DTPW is the entity overseeing this project and the person responsible for 
monitoring is Javier Bustamante, Assistant Director of the Right-of-Way, Utilities, 
and Property Management Division. 

Delegated Authority 
There is no delegation of authority associated with this item. 

Background 
In conjunction with a lease agreement with a private developer, PROS requests 
that the County vacate the subject portion of right-of-way so that the land can be 
included in the re-development of the Miami Seaquarium project on the abutting 
County-owned property. The subject area includes a portion of the paved parking 
lot for the Miami Seaquarium but does not include any part of the paved travel 
lanes, walkway, or bike path for the Rickenbacker Causeway. 

Regarding the negotiation of the lease on the Miami Seaquarium site, Resolution 
No. R-1177-25 “authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee as 
landlord to take any and all actions necessary for the submittal of land use, zoning, 
and permitting applications required to permit the construction of the development 
contemplated by the attached term sheet, including but not limited to all 
applications or requests, joinders, agreements, instruments and/or releases 
associated with the development contemplated by the term sheet, provided that 
such delegation does not result in a fiscal impact to the County. The County shall 
retain all sovereign rights as related to the review of and acceptance of any 
applications." Therefore, by that delegation of authority, the Director of PROS has 
signed the subject vacation of right-of-way petition. However, the adjacent property 
which is owned by the University of Miami and located to the southeast of the 
subject portion of right-of-way, and which will not receive any reversion of the 
subject land if this petition is granted, did not sign the petition. Therefore, the 
signature requirements of Resolution No. R-7606 are being waived by the 
resolution. 

The subject portion of land is included in the lands acquired by the County 
between 1940 and 1948 by the deeds recorded in Deed Book 2065, at Page 454, 
Deed Book 3069, at Page 248, Deed Book 2190, at Page 359, Deed Book 2220, 
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at Page 545, and Deed Book 3081, at Page 4, all of the Public Records of Miami-
Dade County, Florida. The Rickenbacker Causeway was constructed by Miami-
Dade County and designated by Chapter 25131, Laws of Florida (1949). The 
causeway centerline is shown on the REVISED PLAT OF SHEETS 8 & 9 
METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA BULKHEAD LINE PART FOUR, as 
recorded in Plat Book 74, at Page 6, of the Public Records of Miami-Dade County, 
Florida. Therefore, given that the subject portion of land has historically been 
considered as part of the public right-of-way for the Rickenbacker Causeway, it 
would need to be officially vacated in order to then be included with the land that 
will be leased to the private entity who will be undertaking the proposed re-
development of the Miami Seaquarium site. The re-development proposes to 
include parking and drive aisles for vehicular and pedestrian access on the subject 
portion of land. 

Attachments:   
Exhibit 1 – Location & Aerial Maps 
Exhibit 2 – Vacation of Right-of-Way Petition P-1056 
Exhibit A – Sketch & Legal Description 

_________________________ 
Roy Coley 
Deputy Mayor 
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MEMORANDUM 
(Revised) 

TO: DATE: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

: SUBJECT:  Agenda Item No. 

Please note any items checked. 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised 

6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing 

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public 

hearing 

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget 

Budget required 

Statement of fiscal impact required 

Statement of social equity required 

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Mayor’s 

report for public hearing 

No committee review 

Requires more than a majority vote (i.e., 2/3’s present ____, 2/3 
membership ____, 3/5’s ____, unanimous ____, majority plus one ____, 
CDMP 7 votes (majority of membership) ____, CDMP 2/3 members 
present but not less than 7 votes (majority of membership) ____, CDMP 
9 votes (2/3 membership) _____) to approve

Current information regarding funding source, index code and available 

balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required 

FROM: 

_______ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan
County Attorney 

January 20, 2027
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 

Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION GRANTING PETITION TO VACATE A 

PORTION OF COUNTY RIGHT-OF-WAY ALONG THE SOUTH 

SIDE OF THE RICKENBACKER CAUSEWAY FOR 

APPROXIMATELY 1,474 FEET ALONG THE FRONTAGE OF 

THE COUNTY-OWNED MIAMI SEAQUARIUM PROPERTY 

(VACATION OF RIGHT-OF-WAY PETITION NO. P-1056) 

FILED BY THE MIAMI-DADE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 

PARKS, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES (PROS) AND 

WAIVING THE SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS OF 

RESOLUTION NO. R-7606 AS TO ADJACENT PROPERTY 

OWNERS 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

County Mayor's memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference; and

WHEREAS, Vacation of Right-of-Way Petition No. P-1056, by the delegation of 

authority provided under Resolution No. R-1177-25, was signed by the Director of the Miami-

Dade County Department of Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces, the user department of the 

Miami Seaquarium property that abuts on the portion of right-of-way sought to be vacated; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Miami, the owner of an unaffected property lying 

southeasterly of and adjacent to the subject portion of right-of-way, did not sign the petition; and  

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held in compliance with Resolution No. R-7606, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Section 1. The foregoing recitals are approved and incorporated by reference. 

Section 2. Resolution No. R-7606 is waived to the extent that it requires the signatures 

of all adjacent property owners on the petition to close a road. 
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Section 3. Vacation of Right-of-Way Petition No. P-1056 is hereby granted and the 

alley, avenue, street, highway, or other place used for travel as described in the petition attached 

as Exhibit 2 to the County Mayor’s memorandum is hereby vacated, abandoned, and closed.

Section 4. All rights of the public in and to the same are hereby renounced and 

disclaimed. 

Section 5. It is found that the action will serve a public purpose and benefit the public 

without violating private property rights. 

Section 6. The procedure utilized in the adoption of this resolution is expressly ratified 

and approved. 

Section 7. Pursuant to Resolution No. R-7606, the Clerk is hereby directed to publish 

notice of the adoption of this resolution one time within 30 days hereafter in a newspaper of general 

circulation of Miami-Dade County and the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee shall record 

the proof of publication of the notice of public hearing of this resolution as adopted and the proof 

of publication of the notice of the adoption of this hearing in the public records of Miami-Dade 

County. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Anthony Rodriguez, Chairman 

Kionne L. McGhee, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 

Sen. René García Oliver G. Gilbert, III 

Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 

Danielle Cohen Higgins Vicki L. Lopez 

Natalie Milian Orbis 

Micky Steinberg 

Raquel A. Regalado 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 20th day

of January, 2027.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective 

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution 

and the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Lauren E. M. Alvarez 
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