
Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) approve the attached Grant 
Agreement No. 58-6032-0-001 (Agreement) with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
whereby Miami-Dade County will provide up to $548,625.00 to the USDA for a biological 
control project for Brazilian pepper trees in Miami-Dade County, and authorizing execution of the 
Agreement. The Agreement is Attachment 1 to the resolution. 

Scope 
The biocontrol of the invasive Brazilian pepper tree will have countywide benefits. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
Under the proposed Agreement, Miami-Dade County will provide the USDA with up to 
$109,725.00 per year for five years for a total of up to $548,625.00 from the Miami-Dade County 
Wetlands Trust Fund. The available balance of the Wetlands Trust Fund as of December 31, 2019 
is $6,438,338.95. 

Track Record/Monitor 
The Senior Manager of Natural Resources in the Department of Regulatory and Economic 
Resources, Division of Environmental Resources Management (DERM), Michael Spinelli, will 
monitor the Agreement. 

Background 
First introduced in the late 1800s, the Brazilian pepper tree (Schinus terebinthifolia) has become a 
serious threat to the Everglades wetland ecosystem as one of the most aggressive and widespread 
of the exotic pest plants in the State of Florida. The Brazilian pepper tree creates a dense canopy 
that shades out other plants and provides poor habitat for native species.  

Under the proposed Agreement, Miami-Dade County will provide the USDA Agricultural 
Research Service with up to $109,725.00 per year for five years to release two biocontrol insects 
that feed on the stems and leaves of Brazilian pepper tree, slowing the trees’ expansion and 
promoting the re-establishment of native wetland vegetation. The two biocontrol insects were 
imported from Brazil and extensively tested at the USDA’s quarantine facility in Fort Lauderdale 
to determine that they would not harm other plants in the South Florida landscape. Funds from the 
Miami-Dade County Wetlands Trust Fund will be used by the USDA to grow and release the 
insects in multiple wetland sites throughout Miami-Dade County and the Everglades wetland 
ecosystem throughout South Florida. The release of these insects will be a cost-effective way to 
manage the Brazilian pepper tree and restore and enhance extensive acreages of wetlands 
managed by the Miami-Dade County Environmentally Endangered Lands Program. 

Date: 

To: 

From: Carlos A. Gimenez 
Mayor 

Subject: Resolution Approving a Grant Agreement with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to 
fund up to $548,625.00 for a Brazilian Pepper Tree Biological Control Project and 
Authorizing Execution of the Grant Agreement 

 July 8, 2020

Honorable Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson   
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
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Delegation 
The Board authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute amendments for 
extensions of time to the Agreement, if needed, provided that no additional funds are required. 

Jack Osterholt 
Deputy Mayor 
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(L)(9)
7-8-20Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A GRANT AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND THE UNITED 

STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE WHEREBY 

THE COUNTY WILL PAY UP TO  $548,625.00 FOR A 

BIOLOGICAL CONTROL PROJECT FOR BRAZILIAN 

PEPPER TREES; AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR 

OR THE COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE 

THE AGREEMENT; AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY 

MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO 

EXECUTE AMENDMENTS FOR EXTENSIONS OF TIME, 

PROVIDED THAT NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS ARE 

REQUIRED; AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY 

MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO 

EXERCISE ALL RIGHTS CONTAINED THEREIN 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Section 1. This Board hereby approves a Grant Agreement between Miami-Dade 

County and the United States Department of Agriculture, in substantially the form attached hereto 

and made part hereof as Attachment 1, whereby Miami-Dade County will contribute up to 

$548,625.00 from the Miami-Dade County Wetlands Trust Fund, over the five-year term of the 

Grant Agreement, to be used in accordance with Section 24-37 of the Code of Miami-Dade County 

to fund a portion of a biological control project for Brazilian pepper trees (Schinus terebinthifolia) 

being conducted by the United States Department of Agriculture. 
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Section 2. This Board authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to 

execute the Grant Agreement for and on behalf of Miami-Dade County and to exercise the 

provisions contained herein. 

Section 3. This Board authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to 

execute amendments for extensions of time for the Grant Agreement up to a maximum of five 

additional years, provided that no additional funds are required. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Audrey M. Edmonson, Chairwoman 

Rebeca Sosa, Vice Chairwoman 

Esteban L. Bovo, Jr. Daniella Levine Cava 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz Sally A. Heyman 

Eileen Higgins Barbara J. Jordan 

Joe A. Martinez Jean Monestime 

Dennis C. Moss Sen. Javier D. Souto 

Xavier L. Suarez 
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Rebeca Sosa

Joe A. Martinez 

aye
aye

aye
aye
aye
aye
aye

aye
aye
aye
aye
aye
aye
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 8th day 

of July, 2020.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the 

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective 

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and 

the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Abbie Schwaderer-Raurell 

6

Melissa Adames 



7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22


	312377- USDA Brazilian Pepper biocontrol MEMO 2-19-2020 FINAL.pdf
	Recommendation
	Background




