
MEMORANDUM

Agenda Item No. 8(L)(5)

TO: Honorable Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson DATE: 

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Abigail Price-Williams SUBJECT: 

County Attorney 

July 8, 2020

Resolution accepting “Assignment of  

Option to Purchase” approximately  

23.4 acres within the Environmentally  

Endangered Lands Program South Dade  

Wetlands Project with The Nature  

Conservancy as assignor, Miami-Dade  

County as assignee, and Scott Akam and  

Sau Chun Akam as seller, for a purchase  

price of $155,000.00 to be funded from  

Building Better  Communities General  

Obligation Bond Program funds or,  

alternatively, from the Environmentally  

Endangered Lands Acquisition Trust Fund,  

which are hereby authorized; authorizing the 

County Mayor to execute the Assignment  

of Option to Purchase, to exercise all  

provisions contained therein, to perform all  

acts necessary to effectuate this transaction,  

and to accept conveyance of property by  

general warranty deed; and directing the  

County Mayor to record such deed in the  

public records as required by Resolution  

No. R-974-09 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Regulatory and Economic Resources Department 

and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Dennis C. Moss and Co-Sponsor 
Commissioner Daniella Levine Cava.

_______________________________ 

Abigail Price-Williams      

County Attorney 

APW/smm 
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Resolution No. R-648-20



Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) accept the attached Assignment of 
Option to Purchase as negotiated by The Nature Conservancy for the Environmentally Endangered 
Lands (EEL) Program and authorize the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute the 
Assignment of Option to Purchase and to exercise the provisions contained therein. 

Scope 
The EEL Program is Countywide in nature. This acquisition is in Commission District 9, which is 
represented by Commissioner Dennis C. Moss. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
The appraised value of the property comprised of approximately 23.4 acres is $175,500.00 and the 
negotiated purchase price is $155,000.00. Building Better Communities General Obligation Bond 
(“Bond”) Program funding under Project No. 2 – “Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Program,” 
Site #70230, will be used for this purchase. As of March 31, 2020, the remaining balance under the 
Bond Program for allocations towards EEL acquisitions is $3,897,392.00. 

In the unlikely event that Bond Program funds are not available, the EEL Acquisition Trust Fund may 
be used to close on the property. As of March 31, 2020, the balance of the EEL Trust Fund GF 080 is 
$27,034,749.00 of which $16,302,662.00 is reserved for acquisition and $10,732,087.00 is reserved for 
management. 

Track Record / Monitor 
The EEL Program Manager within the Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources, Division of 
Environmental Resources Management, Janet Gil, will monitor this contract. 

Background 
In May 1990, with the knowledge that remaining wetland and forest communities were endangered, the 
electorate of Miami-Dade County authorized the County to levy an ad valorem tax for two years to 
create the EEL Program and Trust Fund. The purpose of the EEL Program is to acquire, preserve, 
enhance, restore, conserve and maintain environmentally-endangered lands for the benefit of present 
and future generations. The County, in partnership with the South Florida Water Management District, 
the State of Florida, and other funding partners, has acquired approximately 23,054 acres of land in 
Miami-Dade County since inception of the EEL Program through March 31, 2020. 

The property proposed for acquisition is located within the South Dade Wetlands Project, an important 
wetland system in the southern part of the County. The Board first placed the South Dade Wetlands on 
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the EEL Priority A Acquisition List in 1993.  Land in this area is critical for acquisition because of its 
strategic location between two national parks (Everglades National Park and Biscayne National Park) 
and within the watersheds of Florida Bay, Biscayne Bay, and Card and Barnes Sounds. Preserving and 
maintaining these wetlands is important to protect against saltwater intrusion of the Biscayne Aquifer. 
Acquiring this property is consistent with the Sea Level Rise Task Force Recommendations for the 
continued strategic implementation of the EEL Program. 

The attached Option Agreement for Sale and Purchase (Agreement) has been revised from the usual 
such agreement between the seller and The Nature Conservancy. The seller requested several changes 
that the Nature Conservancy agreed to, and the substantive changes include: (1) Paragraph II.2. Seller 
joins the buyer in setting the date, time, and place of closing. (2) Paragraph II.4. Seller shall not be 
required to spend any money or to cure any title defects that it reasonably believes cannot be timely 
cured. (3) Paragraph II.8. Seller warrants no leases or parties in possession of the premises to the best 
of its knowledge. (4) Paragraph II.15.B. Buyer will not perform a Phase II audit without the seller’s 
prior written consent. Seller will cause its contractor to provide a liability insurance policy of 
$1,000,000.00 prior to entry and naming seller as an additional insured. Buyer will return the property 
to the condition that it was in prior to its entry. (5) Paragraph II.15.C. “Should the buyer and seller elect 
not to terminate this Agreement…” now reads, “Should the buyer and/or seller elect not to terminate 
this Agreement …”. (6) Paragraph II.16. Buyer’s right to enter shall be subject to all of the provisions 
of Paragraph II.15.B.   

The final accepted Agreement is included in Attachment 1 to the resolution. 
The attached Assignment of Option to Purchase is for the following property: 

SELLER: Scott Akam and Sau Chun Akam 

SIZE: Approximately 23.4 acres 

FOLIOS: 30-7926-001-1250, 30-7926-001-1260, 30-7926-001-1270

LOCATION: The property is located south of SW 344 Street, north of SW 360 Street, east of 
SW 137 Avenue, and west of SW 127 Avenue. The property is outside of the 
Urban Development Boundary (see Attachment A). 

PURCHASE PRICE: $155,000.00 

APPRAISAL DATA: $175,500.00 (appraised July 25, 2019) 

SALES HISTORY: Aug. 1983:  Special Warranty Deed from City National Bank of Miami to Scott 
Akam and Sau Chun Akam. Amount of $150,000 calculated from Documentary 
Stamp Tax. (OR 11898, pg. 2555-2559) 
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_ 
Jack Osterholt 
Deputy Mayor 
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SOUTH DADE WETLANDS PROJECT
Akam Property

ATTACHMENT A

Environmentally Endangered 
Lands Program

Property Information:
Folio # 30-7926-001-1250

30-7926-001-1260
30-7926-001-1270

P:/Environmentally Endangered Lands/EEL GIS PROJECTS/BCC MAPS/SDW/Akam-1250-1260-1270.mxd
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(L)(5)
7-8-20Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING “ASSIGNMENT OF OPTION TO 

PURCHASE” APPROXIMATELY 23.4 ACRES WITHIN THE 

ENVIRONMENTALLY ENDANGERED LANDS PROGRAM 

SOUTH DADE WETLANDS PROJECT WITH THE NATURE 

CONSERVANCY AS ASSIGNOR, MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AS 

ASSIGNEE, AND SCOTT AKAM AND SAU CHUN AKAM AS 

SELLER, FOR A PURCHASE PRICE OF $155,000.00 TO BE 

FUNDED FROM BUILDING BETTER COMMUNITIES 

GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND PROGRAM FUNDS OR, 

ALTERNATIVELY, FROM THE ENVIRONMENTALLY 

ENDANGERED LANDS ACQUISITION TRUST FUND, 

WHICH ARE HEREBY AUTHORIZED; AUTHORIZING THE 

COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO 

EXECUTE THE ASSIGNMENT OF OPTION TO PURCHASE, 

TO EXERCISE ALL PROVISIONS CONTAINED THEREIN, TO 

PERFORM ALL ACTS NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THIS 

TRANSACTION, AND TO ACCEPT CONVEYANCE OF 

PROPERTY BY GENERAL WARRANTY DEED; AND 

DIRECTING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S 

DESIGNEE TO RECORD SUCH DEED IN THE PUBLIC 

RECORDS AS REQUIRED BY RESOLUTION NO. R-974-09 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes of Division 3 of Chapter 24 of 

the Code of Miami-Dade County, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that:

Section 1.  The foregoing recitals are incorporated in this resolution and are approved. 

Section 2. This Board hereby accepts the Assignment of Option to Purchase, in 

substantially the form attached hereto as Attachment 1 and made part hereof, for purchase of 

7

R-648-20



Agenda Item No. 8(L)(5)
Page No. 2 

approximately 23.4 acres of land from The Nature Conservancy, as Assignor, Miami-Dade 

County, as Assignee, and Scott Akam and Sau Chun Akam Seller, for a purchase price of 

$155,000.00 to be funded from Building Better Communities General Obligation Bond Program 

Project No. 2 – “Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Program,” Site #70230, or 

alternatively, to be funded from the Environmentally Endangered Lands Acquisition Trust Fund 

in the event that Building Better Communities General Obligation Bond Program Project No. 2, 

Site #70230, funds are not available. The Board hereby authorizes the use of the Building Better 

Communities General Obligation Bond Program funds and the Environmentally Endangered 

Lands Acquisition Trust Fund for this purchase. 

Section 3. This Board authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to 

execute the Assignment of Option to Purchase for and on behalf of Miami-Dade County, to 

exercise the provisions contained therein, to perform all acts necessary to effectuate this 

transaction, and to accept conveyance of said property by general warranty deed.  

Section 4. This Board, pursuant to Resolution No. R-974-09, (a) directs the County 

Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to record the instrument of conveyance accepted herein in the 

Public Records of Miami-Dade County, Florida, and to provide a recorded copy of the instrument 

to the Clerk of the Board within thirty (30) days of execution of said instrument; and (b) directs 

the Clerk of the Board to attach and permanently store a recorded copy of said instrument together 

with this resolution. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 
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Audrey M. Edmonson, Chairwoman 

Rebeca Sosa, Vice Chairwoman 

Esteban L. Bovo, Jr. Daniella Levine Cava 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz Sally A. Heyman 

Eileen Higgins Barbara J. Jordan 

Joe A. Martinez Jean Monestime 

Dennis C. Moss Sen. Javier D. Souto 

Xavier L. Suarez 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 8th day of 

July, 2020.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date of 

its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Alisha Moriceau
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