
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 14(A)(5)

TO: Honorable Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson DATE: July 21, 2020

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Abigail Price-Williams SUBJECT: Resolution approving restrictive 

County Attorney covenant in favor of the State of  

Florida, Department of State, 

Division of Cultural Affairs, for  

a term of ten years in exchange  

for grant in the amount of  

$412,000.00 to be used by Zoo  

Miami Foundation in support  

of Zoo Miami’s Conservation  

Action Center at the Miami-Dade 

County-owned park known as  

Zoo Miami, located at 12400 SW 

152 Street, Miami, FL 33177- 

1499; and further authorizing  

the County Mayor to execute  

restrictive covenant for and on  

behalf of Miami-Dade County  

and authorizing its recordation 

in the public records of Miami- 

Dade County 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Department 

and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Dennis C. Moss. 

_______________________________ 

Abigail Price-Williams      

County Attorney 

APW/smm 
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Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) approve the Restrictive 

Covenant for a ten-year term in favor of the State of Florida to be placed on the land underlying 

the Conservation Action Center (Center) at the Miami-Dade County-owned Zoo Miami (Zoo 

Miami), located at 12400 SW 152 Street, Miami, which Center is to be renovated and operated 

by Zoo Miami, in exchange for a $412,000 grant to Zoo Miami Foundation (Foundation) for 

the interior renovations to create permanent, interpretive educational exhibits of the Center.  

Scope 

The Conservation Action Center is located at 12400 SW 152 Street, Miami in County 

Commission District 9, which is represented by Commissioner Dennis C. Moss. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 

The State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs (the State) awarded a 

$412,000 Cultural Facilities Grant to be used by for renovation and installation of the Center. 

The County will provide $825,250 in matching funds through the Zoo Miami Improvement 

Trust Fund, index code PRE600945085. The Zoo Miami Improvement Trust Fund was 

established to be used for extraordinary maintenance, repairs and improvements at Zoo Miami. 

Track Record/Monitor 

The Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Department’s (PROS) Assistant Director of Planning, 

Design, and Construction Excellence, Joe Cornely, will manage the restrictive covenant.  

Background 

The amended and restated Miami-Dade Zoological Park and Gardens Operating Agreement 

states that the design and construction of capital improvements shall be carried out jointly by 

the Foundation and the County. Further, either party may contract for design and construction 

services and perform related contract management functions, subject to applicable legal 

requirements. 

The Foundation submitted and received a $412,000 Cultural Facilities Grant from the Florida 

Department of State. The grant funds will be used for interior renovations of an existing 

building to create permanent, interpretive educational exhibits. The new Conservation Action 

Center will be an immersive, interactive exhibit experience that introduces guests to wildlife 
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and nature conservation issues in Florida and from around the world, through compelling 

storytelling. The displays in the center will provide fun, engaging, meaningful visitor 

experiences that help people to connect with, care for, and conserve our wildlife and the 

environment.  

A requirement of the State’s Cultural Facilities Grant Program is that a restrictive covenant 

(Attachment A) be executed by the Owner (Miami-Dade) and the Grant Recipient (the 

Foundation) as well as be recorded with the Clerk of Circuit Court of Miami-Dade County. 

The restrictive covenant specifically requires both parties to maintain the Center as a cultural 

facility for at least ten years following the recordation date of the covenant. If the covenant is 

violated, the Foundation must return the entire grant amount or a defined percentage to the 

State.  

________________________ 

Michael Spring 

Senior Advisor 
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 14(A)(5)
7-21-20Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION APPROVING RESTRICTIVE COVENANT IN 

FAVOR OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, DEPARTMENT OF 

STATE, DIVISION OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS, FOR A TERM 

OF TEN YEARS IN EXCHANGE FOR GRANT IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $412,000.00 TO BE USED BY ZOO MIAMI 

FOUNDATION IN SUPPORT OF ZOO MIAMI’S 

CONSERVATION ACTION CENTER AT THE MIAMI-DADE 

COUNTY-OWNED PARK KNOWN AS ZOO MIAMI, 

LOCATED AT 12400 SW 152 STREET, MIAMI, FL 33177-1499; 

AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 

MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE RESTRICTIVE 

COVENANT FOR AND ON BEHALF OF MIAMI-DADE 

COUNTY AND AUTHORIZING ITS RECORDATION IN THE 

PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Section 1. This Board approves the restrictive covenant between the County, the Zoo 

Miami Foundation, and in favor of the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural 

Affairs in substantially the form attached to the Mayor’s Memorandum as Attachment “A” to be 

placed upon the County-owned land underlying the Conservation Action Center and that is 

depicted in Exhibit A to Attachment A, in exchange for $412,000.00 from a Cultural Facilities 

grant to the Foundation to be used in support of the production and installations of the Conservation 

Action Center. 
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Section 2. The Board authorizes the County Mayor or Mayor’s designee to execute the 

restrictive covenant on behalf of the County and to exercise all provisions contained therein. The 

County Mayor or Mayor’s designee shall be required to seek Board approval for any approvals, 

consents, actions, events or undertakings that would create a financial obligation, cost or expense 

to the County beyond those specifically identified and set forth in the Agreement. 

Section 3. This Board, pursuant to Resolution No. R-974-09, (a) directs the County 

Mayor or Mayor’s designee to record the instrument of conveyance accepted herein in the Public 

Records of Miami-Dade County, Florida, and to provide a recorded copy of the instrument to the 

Clerk of the Board within thirty (30) days of execution of said instrument; and (b) directs the Clerk 

of the Board to attach and permanently store a recorded copy of said instrument together with this 

resolution. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner        , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Audrey M. Edmonson, Chairwoman 

Rebeca Sosa, Vice Chairwoman 

Esteban L. Bovo, Jr. Daniella Levine Cava 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz Sally A. Heyman 

Eileen Higgins Barbara J. Jordan 

Joe A. Martinez Jean Monestime 

Dennis C. Moss Sen. Javier D. Souto 

Xavier L. Suarez 
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Sally A. Heyman

Dennis C. Moss

absent

absent

absent

absent

aye

aye
aye
aye
aye
ayeaye

aye
aye
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 21st day of 

July, 2020.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and 

the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

    Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Melanie J. Spencer 
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