
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 11(A)(7)

TO: Honorable Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson DATE: July 21, 2020 

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Abigail Price-Williams SUBJECT: Resolution directing the County 

County Attorney Mayor to develop a plan for the  

installation of water rescue  

stations at County-owned  

facilities near the water,  

including identifying available  

funds, providing for a penalty for  

tampering with such water rescue 

stations and to provide a report 

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor 

Commissioner Joe A. Martinez and Co-Sponsors Commissioner Daniella Levine Cava, 

Commissioner Jose "Pepe" Diaz, Commissioner Sally A. Heyman and Vice Chairwoman Rebeca 

Sosa.  

_______________________________ 

Abigail Price-Williams      

County Attorney 

APW/uw 
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 11(A)(7)
7-21-20Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE COUNTY MAYOR TO 

DEVELOP A PLAN FOR THE INSTALLATION OF WATER 

RESCUE STATIONS AT COUNTY-OWNED FACILITIES 

NEAR THE WATER, INCLUDING IDENTIFYING 

AVAILABLE FUNDS, PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY FOR 

TAMPERING WITH SUCH WATER RESCUE STATIONS AND 

TO PROVIDE A REPORT 

WHEREAS, in 2018, there were approximately 400 deaths due to drowning in Florida; 

and 

WHEREAS, according to the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

most drownings occur in unguarded locations; and 

WHEREAS, water rescue stations include life preserver rings and sometimes reaching 

poles; and 

WHEREAS, water rescue stations can be installed as to limit tampering or vandalism; and 

WHEREAS, the installation of water rescue stations at unguarded County water locations 

may decrease the number of drownings by allowing bystanders to assist in the rescue of swimmers 

experiencing distress; and 

WHEREAS, under Florida’s “Good Samaritan Law” any person, including those licensed 

to practice medicine, who gratuitously and in good faith provides emergency care or treatment to 

another in an emergency situation is not liable for any civil damages as a result of such aid or 

treatment; and 

WHEREAS, a penalty for tampering with the water rescue stations would assist in 

ensuring that the water stations are not vandalized; and 
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WHEREAS, this Board desires to provide additional safety features at County-owned 

facilities near the water, including beaches and fishing piers, in order to prevent drownings during 

those times when the water locations are unguarded, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that the County Mayor is 

directed, within 60 days, to provide this Board with a written report detailing suggested locations 

for the installation of water rescue stations at County-owned facilities near the water. The report 

shall also include the fiscal impact of the installation of and ongoing maintenance for water rescue 

stations, and legally available identified funding sources, or detail why funding for this initiative 

is not available. The report shall also include proposed penalties for tampering with the water 

rescue stations. The report shall be placed on an agenda of the Board pursuant to Ordinance No. 

14-65.

The Prime Sponsor of the foregoing resolution is Commissioner Joe A. Martinez and the 

Co-Sponsors are Commissioner Daniella Levine Cava, Commissioner Jose "Pepe" Diaz, 

Commissioner Sally A. Heyman and Vice Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa.  It was offered by 

Commissioner          , who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Audrey M. Edmonson, Chairwoman 

Rebeca Sosa, Vice Chairwoman 

Esteban L. Bovo, Jr. Daniella Levine Cava 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz Sally A. Heyman 

Eileen Higgins Barbara J. Jordan 

Joe A. Martinez Jean Monestime 

Dennis C. Moss Sen. Javier D. Souto 

Xavier L. Suarez 
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Jean Monestime

Dennis C. Moss

absent

aye
aye

aye
aye
aye
aye
ayeaye

aye
aye
aye
aye
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The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and adopted this 21st day 

of July, 2020.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this Resolution and the filing 

of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Melanie J. Spencer 
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Melissa Adames 




