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ORDINANCE No,  2I-18

ORDINANCE RELATING TO UNDERWATER POOL
LIGHTING; AMENDING SECTION 8-31 OF THE CODE OF
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA; ENACTING LOCAL
TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS .9 THE 2020 FLORIDA
BUILDING CODE; RE-ENACTING MAXIMUM VOLTAGE
LIMITATIONS FOR UNDERWATER POOL LIGHTING FOR
PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SWIMMING POOLS AND BATHING
PLACES; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, INCLUSION IN THE
CODE, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE
WHEREAS, this Board desires to maximize the health and safety of County residents and
visitors, and to minimize the potential for electrocution in swimming pools both public and private;
and
WHEREAS, the 2010 Florida Building Code did not require low voltage lighting in
private swimming pools; and
Wi \S, the 2010 Florida Building Code was still in effect in 2014, and that year there
were three serious injuries and one fatality in Miami-Dade County as a result of electrical shock
and electrocution caused by underwater swimming pool lighting, as reported by local news media;
and
WHEREAS, to lessen the potential for lethal electrocution and electrical shock injuries,
this Board adopted Ordinance No. 14-95 on October 7, 2014, which enacted local technical
amendments to the 2010 Florida Building Code, to require low voltage lighting (1) in newly built
private swimming or recreational bathing pools that have underwater lighting installed, and (2) in

existing private pools with underwater lighting when permitted construction work is done after the

initial pool construction; and
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WHLEAS, chapter 553, Florida Statutes, provides that all local technical amendments
to the building code expire with each new edition of the Florida Building Code, unless readopted;
and

WHEREAS, the . .orida Building Code is revised, amended, and updated with new
editions every three to four years; and

WHEREAS, anew Florida Building Code was adopted in 2014, and like the 2010 edition,
the 2014 Florida Building Code did not require low voltage lighting in private swimming pools;
and

WHI AS, to continue to protect the public from serious injuries and deaths from
electrocutions and electrical shocks in private swimming pools, this Board re-enacted local
technical amendments to the 2014 Florida Building Code by adopting Ordinance No. 15-27 on
May 5, 2015 reimposing the underwater pool lighting voltage limitations; and

W....REAS, the 2017 Florida Building Code eliminated the requirement for low voltage
underwater lights in public pools, thereby removing provisions which mitigated the potential for
lethal electrocution and electric shock in public settings; and

WHEREAS, on October 2, 2018, this Board adopted Ordinance No. 18-121 which
extended the Hunty’s local technical amendments from private swimming pools to both public
and private swimming pools to continue to mitigate the potential for lethal electrocution and
electric shocl 1 private and public swimming pools; and

WHEREAS, the recently published 2020 Florida Building Code does not contain the low
voltage limitations imposed by this Board’s prior local technical amendments adopted in

Ordinance N¢  18-121; and
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WH EAS, the absence of the low voltage limitations in the 2020 Florida Building Code
now necessitates enactment of a new ordinance to maintain the local technical amendments to
mitigate the potential for lethal electrocution and electric shock; and

W EAS, the absence of any lethal electrocution and electric shock in sw___1ing pools
in Miami-Da  County since 2014, when this Board first enacted its local technical amendments
imposing low voltage limitations for pool lighting, demonstrates the effectiveness of this Board’s
local technical amendments to the Florida Building Code; and

WHEREAS, this Board wishes to maintain the heightened public safety resulting from the
local technical amendments that impose low voltage limitations for underwater lighting systems
in both private and public pools,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
I"MI-DAI COUNTY, . ..ORIDA:

< stion 1. Incorporates and adopts the foregoing recitals as fully set forth herein.

Sectic 2. Section 8-31 of the Code of Miami-Dade County, Florida, is hereby
amended to r« 1 as follows:!

Sec. 8-31. - Local te:* " al amendments to Florida Building Code.
(A) The County hereby adopts the following local technical

amendments to Chapter 6 (Plumbing) of the Florida Building
Code.

© [[Fhe-Copnt—berebradasisthe—fotlowan technical
I oy 12 (Residential)-ofthe Elorid
Buitdinstade:])

__ ..o and/or [[double bracketed]] shall be deleted. Words underscored
and/or >>dou : arrowed<< constitute the amendment proposed. Remaining provisions are now
in effect and . nain unchanged.















