
MEMORANDUM

Agenda Item No. 11(A)(2)

TO: Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz  DATE: April 20, 2021

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution waiving, by a two- 

County Attorney thirds vote of the full  

membership of the Board, the  

residency requirement of sections 

2-11.38 and 2-222 of the Code

for Pastor Donald Clarke, Jr., to

serve as a member of the Miami-

Dade County Interfaith Advisory

Board; and appointing Pastor

Donald Clarke, Jr., to the Miami-

Dade County Interfaith Advisory

Board

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor 

Vice-Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III. 

_______________________________ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan      

County Attorney 

GBK/uw 
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Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney 

April 20, 2021
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 11(A)(2)
4-20-21Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION WAIVING, BY A TWO-THIRDS VOTE OF THE 

FULL MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD, THE RESIDENCY 

REQUIREMENT OF SECTIONS 2-11.38 AND 2-222 OF THE 

CODE OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA FOR PASTOR 

DONALD CLARKE, JR., TO SERVE AS A MEMBER OF THE 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY INTERFAITH ADVISORY BOARD; 

AND APPOINTING PASTOR DONALD CLARKE, JR., TO THE 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY INTERFAITH ADVISORY BOARD  

WHEREAS, on May 5, 2020, the Miami-Dade County Board of County Commissioners 

(the “Board”) adopted Ordinance No. 20-33, establishing the Miami-Dade County Interfaith 

Advisory Board (“Interfaith Advisory Board”), which is codified in article XXIVA of chapter 2 

the Code of Miami-Dade County, Florida (the “Code”); and 

WHEREAS, among other responsibilities, the Interfaith Advisory Board is charged with 

advising the Board on issues and policy matters relevant to the faith-based, religious, and spiritual 

communities and serving as a liaison between the Board and said communities; and 

WHEREAS, section 2-222 of the Code provides for each member of the Board to appoint 

two members and the Mayor to appoint one member to the Interfaith Advisory Board; and 

WHEREAS, sections 2-222 and 2-11.38 of the Code, respectively, require that members 

of the Interfaith Advisory Board and all members of County boards be permanent residents of 

Miami-Dade County; and 

WHEREAS, Pastor Donald Clarke, Jr., is the Senior Pastor/Teacher at Harvest Fire 

Church in Miami Gardens, Florida; and 

WHEREAS, he has held this position since August 2016; and 
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WHEREAS, prior to that time, Pastor Clarke served the ministry in a different capacity as 

the Vice President of Harvest International Outreach Center where he was responsible for 

corporate relations, which included developing and maintaining corporate partnerships and 

funding; and 

WHEREAS, Pastor Clarke has been affiliated with the church for over 40 years; and 

WHEREAS, a copy of Pastor Clarke’s resume is attached hereto as Exhibit A; and  

WHEREAS, as the Senior Pastor/Teacher of a large and diverse congregation, Pastor 

Clarke will be able to provide the board with insight and perspective gained therefrom; and 

WHEREAS, Pastor Clarke is a resident of Broward County, Florida; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 2-11.38, this Board is authorized to waive the residency 

requirement for individuals to serve on County advisory boards; and 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to waive the applicable residency requirement and appoint 

Pastor Donald Clarke, Jr., to serve as a member of the Interfaith Advisory Board, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board:  

Section 1.  Approves the foregoing recitals, which are incorporated herein by 

reference. 

Section 2.  By a two-thirds vote of its full membership, waives the residency 

requirements of sections 2-11.38 and 2-222 of the Code of Miami-Dade County, Florida, for Pastor 

Donald Clarke, Jr., to serve as a member of the Interfaith Advisory Board.  

Section 3. Appoints Pastor Donald Clarke, Jr., to serve as a member of the Interfaith 

Advisory Board for a four-year term commencing March, 2021 and ending March, 2025. 

4



Agenda Item No. 11(A)(2)
Page No. 3 

The Prime Sponsor of the foregoing resolution is Commissioner Vice-Chairman Oliver G. 

Gilbert, III.  It was offered by Commissioner   , who moved its adoption.  

The motion was seconded by Commissioner  and upon being put to a 

vote, the vote was as follows: 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Chairman 

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Vice-Chairman 

Sen. René García Keon Hardemon 

Sally A. Heyman Danielle Cohen Higgins 

Eileen Higgins Joe A. Martinez 

Kionne L. McGhee Jean Monestime 

Raquel A. Regalado Rebeca Sosa 

Sen. Javier D. Souto 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 20th day 

of April, 2021.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Shanika A. Graves 
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Sally A. Heyman

Rebeca Sosa

absent

absent
aye

aye 
aye 

aye 
aye 

aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 

Melissa Adames 



EXHIBIT "A"
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