
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 14(A)(1)

TO: Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz DATE:  

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: 

County Attorney 

June 15, 2021

Resolution authorizing the County Mayor 

to execute amendment #A1 to a Letter of 

Agreement on behalf of the Miami-Dade 

Board of County Commissioners 

(“Board”) related to the Miami-Dade 

County Sterile Needle and Syringe 

Exchange Program (“Program”) with the 

State of Florida Department of Health, 

which shall remain in effect for a term of 

three years, with options to renew for three 

additional three-year terms unless 

terminated or no longer authorized by state 

or local law; approving the University of 

Miami as the operator of the program; 

authorizing the County Mayor to execute 

an agreement, on behalf of the Board, with 

the University of Miami for the operation 

of the program, for a one-year term, which 

shall automatically renew, for eleven 

additional one-year terms, unless 

terminated or no longer authorized by state 

or local law; and authorizing the County 

Mayor to execute amendments and other 

agreements and documents necessary for 

the program and to exercise the 

termination and renewal provisions set 

forth therein, provided that such other 

agreements and documents and any 

amendments thereto do not extend the 

term of the program and are consistent 

with the purpose described herein 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Fire Rescue Department and placed on the 

agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Sally A. Heyman and Co-sponsors 
Commissioner Rebeca Sosa and Senator Javier D. Souto.

_______________________________ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan       

County Attorney 

GBK/uw 
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Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney

June 15, 2021
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 14(A)(1)
6-15-21Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 
COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE A LETTER OF 
AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE MIAMI-DADE BOARD 
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS (“BOARD”) RELATED TO 
THE MIAMI-DADE COUNTY STERILE NEEDLE AND 
SYRINGE EXCHANGE PROGRAM (“PROGRAM”) WITH THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, WHICH 
SHALL REMAIN IN EFFECT FOR A TERM OF TEN YEARS, 
WITH OPTIONS TO RENEW FOR THREE ADDITIONAL TEN-
YEAR TERMS UNLESS TERMINATED OR NO LONGER 
AUTHORIZED BY STATE OR LOCAL LAW; APPROVING 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI AS THE OPERATOR OF THE 
PROGRAM; AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 
COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE AN 
AGREEMENT, ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD, WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI FOR THE OPERATION OF THE 
PROGRAM, FOR A ONE-YEAR TERM, WHICH SHALL 
AUTOMATICALLY RENEW, FOR ONE-YEAR TERMS, 
UNLESS TERMINATED OR NO LONGER AUTHORIZED BY 
STATE OR LOCAL LAW; AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY 
MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE 
AMENDMENTS AND OTHER AGREEMENTS AND 
DOCUMENTS NECESSARY FOR THE PROGRAM AND TO 
EXERCISE THE MODIFICATION AND EXTENSION 
PROVISIONS SET FORTH THEREIN, PROVIDED THAT SUCH 
OTHER AGREEMENTS AND DOCUMENTS AND ANY 
AMENDMENTS THERETO DO NOT EXTEND THE TERM OF 
THE PROGRAM AND ARE CONSISTENT WITH THE 
PURPOSE DESCRIBED HEREIN 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 
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            Section 1.   Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute a 

Letter of Agreement, in substantially the form attached hereto as Attachment A and made a part 

hereof, on behalf of the Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners (“Board”) related to the 

Miami-Dade County Sterile Needle and Syringe Program (“Program”) with the State of Florida 

Department of Health, which shall remain in effect for a term of 3 years, with options to renew for 

three additional 3-year terms unless terminated by either party or if the Program is no longer 

authorized by section 381.0038, Florida Statutes or article IX of the Code of Miami-Dade County, 

as either may be amended. 

Section 2.   Approves the University of Miami as the operator of the Program. 

Section 3. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute an 

operating agreement, in substantially the form attached hereto as Attachment B and made a part 

hereof, on behalf of the Board, with the University of Miami for the operation of the Program, for 

a one-year term, which shall automatically renew for 11 one-year terms unless terminated by either 

party or if the Program is no longer authorized by section 381.0038, Florida Statutes or article IX 

of the Code of Miami-Dade County, as either may be amended. The University of Miami will 

operate the Program under the name of the Infectious Disease Elimination Act (IDEA) Syringe 

Service Program.  The primary purpose of the Program is to provide intravenous drug users with 

sterile needles and syringes in exchange for used needles and hypodermic syringes to prevent the 

transmission of the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), acquired immunodeficiency syndrome 

(AIDS), viral hepatitis, or other blood-borne diseases.   

          Section 4.  Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute 

amendments, and other agreements and documents necessary for the Program and to exercise the 

modification and extension provisions set forth therein, provided that such other agreements and 
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documents and any amendments thereto do not extend the term of the Program and are consistent 

with the purposes described herein. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Chairman 
Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Vice-Chairman 

Sen. René García Keon Hardemon 
Sally A. Heyman Danielle Cohen Higgins 
Eileen Higgins Joe A. Martinez 
Kionne L. McGhee Jean Monestime 
Raquel A. Regalado Rebeca Sosa 
Sen. Javier D. Souto 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 15th day 

of June, 2021.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the 

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective 

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and 

the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Shanika A. Graves 
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Sally A. Heyman

Rebeca Sosa

aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 

aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 

aye 
aye 

Melissa Adames 
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