
Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) approve the rejection of all proposals 
received in response to Request for Proposals No. RFP-01501, Battery-Electric Articulated Buses and 
Charging System, for the Department of Transportation and Public Works for the South Dade Bus Rapid 
Transit Corridor. The solicitation would have established a contract for the purchase of battery-electric 
buses and charging system; however, the proposers were both deemed non-responsive as detailed 
below.  

A replacement RFP will be advertised in July, and will include language indicating a recommendation has 
been submitted to the Board to reject all proposals received in response to this solicitation.  As such, 
award of a contract as a result of the new RFP may only be made if the Board rejects the proposals 
received in response to RFP-01501. All interested proposers are eligible to submit a proposal for the new 
solicitation, which will contain Federal Transit Administration provisions to enable the County to seek 
federal funds. The approval of this rejection will not delay the progress of the construction of the South 
Dade Bus Rapid Transit Corridor or the delivery of buses for this corridor. 

On February 7, 2020, the County issued a competitive Request for Proposals (RFP) under full and open 
competition seeking proposals from firms capable of manufacturing up to one hundred, 60ft battery-
electric, heavy duty, articulated transit buses, spare parts, installation/construction of charging system, 
and provide training. The RFP provided that the contract would be awarded to the responsive, 
responsible Proposer whose offer represented the best value to the County.   

On September 25, 2020, the County received two proposals, from New Flyer of America, Inc. (New Flyer); 
and BYD Coach and Bus LLC, (BYD). Following review of the proposals submitted, the County Attorney’s 
Office (CAO) opined that New Flyer included in its proposal a document that purports to be a Certificate 
of Assurance, but was not signed by New Flyer, and BYD’s proposal deviated from the RFP requirements. 
As such, both proposals were deemed non-responsive and thus ineligible for award.  Full details 
regarding the proposers’ non-responsiveness are included in the attached CAO Opinions.  

It should be noted that this technology is in line with the County Mayor’s priorities reflected in the April 
22, 2021, Miami-Dade County’s Climate Action Strategy. This strategy provides the framework for County 
government and the community to reduce vehicle and mobile equipment usage, expand effective low-
carbon mobility options, accelerate the electrification of vehicles and equipment and prioritize those 
powered by renewable energy and curb overall related transportation emissions.  

Scope 
The scope of this item would have been countywide in nature. 

Delegated Authority 
There is no delegated authority required or requested for this rejection. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
There is no fiscal impact to the County with the rejection of all bids. 
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Track Record/Monitor 
Vanessa Stroman of the Internal Services Department is the Procurement Contracting Manager. 

Vendor Recommended for Award 
None. 

Vendors Not Recommended for Award 
Vendor Reason for Not Recommending 

BYD Coach and Bus, LLC Deemed non-responsive by the County Attorney’s 
Office (opinions attached)  

New Flyer of America, Inc. 

Applicable Ordinances and Contract Measures 

• The two percent User Access Program provision would have applied on all purchases.

• The Small Business Enterprise Selection Factor would have applied.

• The Local Preference would have applied.

• The Living Wage would not have applied.

Attachments 

__________________________ 
Jimmy Morales 
Chief Operations Officer 
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7-20-21Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION REJECTING ALL PROPOSALS RECEIVED IN 

RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NO. RFP-01501 
FOR THE PURCHASE OF BATTERY-ELECTRIC 
ARTICULATED BUSES AND CHARGING SYSTEM FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC 

WORKS 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board rejects  all 

proposals received in response to Request for Proposal No. RFP-01501 for the purchase of batter-

electric articulated buses and charging system for the Department of Transportation and Public 

Works.  A copy of the solicitation document and the proposals received in response are on  file 

with and available upon request from the Internal Services Department, Strategic Procurement 

Division. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner  , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Chairman 

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Vice-Chairman 
Sen. René García Keon Hardemon 
Sally A. Heyman Danielle Cohen Higgins 
Eileen Higgins Joe A. Martinez 

Kionne L. McGhee Jean Monestime 
Raquel A. Regalado Rebeca Sosa 
Sen. Javier D. Souto 
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Eileen Higgins

Danielle Cohen Higgins 

nay
nay

absent
aye

aye 
aye 
aye 

aye 
aye 

aye 
aye 

aye 
aye 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 20th day of 

July, 2021.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
 Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency. 
Bruce Libhaber 

_______ 

13

Melissa Adames 




