
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 3(A)(1)

TO: Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz  DATE: October 19, 2021 

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution approving the City of 

County Attorney Miami’s codesignation of that 

portion of Southwest 16th Street 

from Southwest 22nd Avenue to 

Southwest 27th Avenue as 

“Johnny Ventura Way” 

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor 

Commissioner Eileen Higgins. 

_______________________________ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan      

County Attorney 

GBK/uw 
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Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney

October 19, 2021
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 3(A)(1)
10-19-21Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CITY OF MIAMI’S 

CODESIGNATION OF THAT PORTION OF SOUTHWEST 

16TH STREET FROM SOUTHWEST 22ND AVENUE TO 

SOUTHWEST 27TH AVENUE AS “JOHNNY VENTURA WAY” 

WHEREAS, the City of Miami passed Resolution No. R-21-0339 on September 13, 2021, 

which codesignated that portion of Southwest 16th Street from Southwest 22nd Avenue to 

Southwest 27th Avenue in Miami, Florida as “Johnny Ventura Way”; and 

WHEREAS, a copy of Resolution No. R-21-0339 is attached hereto and incorporated 

herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, Juan de Dios Ventura Soriano, better known as Johnny Ventura (“Ventura”), 

was born on March 8, 1940, and died on July 28, 2021, in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic; 

and 

WHEREAS, Ventura was widely known as a respected musician and politician; and 

WHEREAS, in his career as a musician, Ventura was a renowned Dominican singer, band 

leader, and innovator of merengue music; and 

WHEREAS, admired by many in the Latin community worldwide, Ventura was crowned 

in Miami-Dade County as the King of Carnaval in 1987; and 

WHEREAS, Ventura became an esteemed politician in the Dominican Republic, serving 

as Vice Mayor of Santo Domingo from 1994 until 1998, and Mayor from 1998 until 2002; and  

WHEREAS, Ventura was inducted into the International Latin Music Hall of Fame in 

1999 and won several Latin Grammy Awards, including a 2006 Lifetime Achievement Award; 

and 
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WHEREAS, the City of Miami would like the County to install signage indicating this 

codesignation on County street signs and traffic signal masts arms; and 

WHEREAS, Southwest 16th Street from Southwest 22nd Avenue to Southwest 27th 

Avenue is a city-maintained road located in the City of Miami; and 

WHEREAS, this codesignation is located in County Commission District 5; and 

WHEREAS, this Board would also like to honor Ventura by approving the City of 

Miami’s codesignation of Southwest 16th Street from Southwest 22nd Avenue to Southwest 27th 

Avenue as “Johnny Ventura Way”,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

Section 1. Approves the City of Miami’s codesignation of that portion of Southwest 

16th Street from Southwest 22nd Avenue to Southwest 27th as “Johnny Ventura Way”. 

Section 2. Directs the Clerk of the Board to transmit a certified copy of this resolution 

to the Mayor and City Commission of the City of Miami, the United States Postal Service, the 

Traffic Signals and Signs Division of the Department of Transportation and Public Works, the 

Development Services Division of the Regulatory and Economic Resources Department, the City 

of Miami Fire Rescue Department, and the City of Miami Police Department. 

The Prime Sponsor of the foregoing resolution is Commissioner Eileen Higgins.  It was 

offered by Commissioner                                          , who moved its adoption.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner                                          and upon being put to a vote, the vote was 

as follows:  
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Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Chairman 

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Vice-Chairman 

Sen. René García Keon Hardemon 

Sally A. Heyman Danielle Cohen Higgins 

Eileen Higgins Joe A. Martinez 

Kionne L. McGhee Jean Monestime 

Raquel A. Regalado Rebeca Sosa 

Sen. Javier D. Souto 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 19th day 

of October, 2021.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the 

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Christian J. Fernandez-Andes 

Michael J. Mastrucci 
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Melissa Adames 
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