
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 11(A)(3)

TO: Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz DATE:  2022
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution, by a two-thirds vote 
County Attorney of the Board’s membership, 

waiving residency requirement of 
section 2-11.38 of the Code for 
appointment of Donata Williams 
Beasley to the Board of Rules
and Appeals for a three-year term

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor 
Vice-Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III.

_______________________________
Geri Bonzon-Keenan 
County Attorney
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 11(A)(3)
4-5-22Veto __________

Override __________

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________

RESOLUTION, BY A TWO-THIRDS VOTE OF THE BOARD’S 
MEMBERSHIP, WAIVING RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT OF 
SECTION 2-11.38 OF THE CODE OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA FOR APPOINTMENT OF DONATA WILLIAMS 
BEASLEY TO THE BOARD OF RULES AND APPEALS FOR A 
THREE-YEAR TERM

WHEREAS, the Board of Rules and Appeals is the Miami-Dade County construction 

regulation board entrusted with overseeing the uniform enforcement of the Building Code and 

maintaining the proper standard of construction; and

WHEREAS, the members of the Board of Rules and Appeals are to be nominated and 

appointed by the Board of County Commissioners with each district commissioner to select one 

member to occupy positions in the Board of Rules and Appeals; and

WHEREAS, the Commission District 1 appointment to the Board of Rules of Appeals, 

previously occupied by a structural engineer, is currently vacant; and

WHEREAS, Donata Williams Beasley is a professional engineer with 18 years of 

leadership in structural engineering in various sectors of construction; and

WHEREAS, Donata Williams Beasley currently serves on the Board of Directors of the 

Florida Structural Engineers Association; and

WHEREAS, Donata Williams Beasley resides in Broward County but has managed 

projects all over South Florida including in Miami-Dade County such as the construction of the 

Overtown Youth Center, a project that is being built in conjunction with Miami-Dade County 

Public Schools; and
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WHEREAS, section 2-11.38 of the Code of Miami-Dade County, Florida (the “Code”) 

requires that “[a]ll members of County boards shall be permanent residents and electors of 

Miami-Dade County unless the Board of County Commissioners by two-thirds vote of its 

membership, waives the requirement”; and

WHEREAS, notwithstanding her residency in Broward County, Donata Williams 

Beasley would be an asset to the Board of Rules of Appeals and would advance the policy set 

forth in section 8-4(b)(2) of the Code that membership in the Board of Rules and Appeals “should 

be representative of the community at large and should reflect the racial, gender, and ethnic 

make-up of the community.”; and

WHEREAS, the Board desires to waive the residency requirement of section 2-11.38 to 

allow the District 1 Commissioner to appoint Donata Williams Beasley to a three-year term as a 

member of the Board of Rules and Appeals; and

WHEREAS, a copy of Donata Williams Beasley’s resume is attached,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that the Board, by a two-thirds 

vote of its membership, waives the residency requirement of section 2-11.38 of the Code to allow 

for the appointment of Donata Williams Beasley to a three-year term as a member of the Board of 

Rules and Appeals.

The Prime Sponsor of the foregoing resolution is Vice-Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III.  It 

was offered by Commissioner                                          , who moved its adoption.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner                                          and upon being put to a vote, the vote 

was as follows: 

4

Oliver G. Gilbert, III 

Danielle Cohen Higgins 



Agenda Item No. 11(A)(3)
Page No. 3

Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Chairman
Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Vice-Chairman

Sen. René García Keon Hardemon
Sally A. Heyman Danielle Cohen Higgins
Eileen Higgins Joe A. Martinez
Kionne L. McGhee Jean Monestime
Raquel A. Regalado Rebeca Sosa
Sen. Javier D. Souto

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 5th day of 

April, 2022.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board.

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY ITS BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK

By:________________________
Deputy Clerk

Approved by County Attorney as
to form and legal sufficiency. _______

Eduardo W. Gonzalez

______________________________
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Basia Pruna 
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