
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 8(G)(1) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz DATE: 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM:  Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: 
County Attorney 

July 19, 2022

Resolution retroactively  
authorizing the County Mayor’s 
execution of a non-binding Letter of 
Agreement with the Florida Agency 
for Health Care Administration for an 
intergovernmental transfer in an 
amount not to exceed $500,000.00 on 
behalf of Banyan Community Health 
Center, Inc., to support and expand 
designated receiving facility services; 
authorizing the County Mayor  to 
issue payment in an amount not to 
exceed $500,000.00 to the Florida 
Agency for Health Care 
Administration; authorizing the 
County Mayor to finalize and execute 
a Memorandum of Agreement with 
Banyan Community Health Center; 
authorizing the County Mayor to 
amend the existing agreement with 
South Florida Behavioral Health 
Network; authorizing the County 
Mayor to execute future letters of 
agreement, payments, amendments, or 
documents that may be necessary for 
these purposes, and to exercise 
termination and modification 
provisions contained therein; and 
waiving Resolution No. R-130-06 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Office of Management and Budget and placed on the agenda 
at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Rebeca Sosa. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/gh 
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Resolution No. R-688-22



Summary 

This item seeks approval by the Board of County Commissioners (Board) of the steps necessary to effectuate 

an intergovernmental transfer of funding, included in the current County budget, with the State of Florida 

Agency for Health Care Administration on behalf of Banyan Community Health Center, Inc. (Banyan) to 

obtain additional Medicaid matching funds thereby increasing support and allowing for expansion of existing 

designated receiving facility, mental health, and addiction services to Medicaid eligible residents.  Funding 

in an amount of up to $500,000.00, from the $1,000,000.00 previously allocated by the Board to South 

Florida Behavioral Health Network, Inc. (dba) Thriving Mind South Florida and sub-granted to Banyan for 

designated receiving facility services, will be passed through the Florida Agency for Health Care 

Administration which will then award these dollars along with additional Medicaid matching funds to 

Banyan for expansion of these same designated receiving facility services.   

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Board approve the attached resolution, which does the following: 

• Retroactively authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee’s action, executing a non-

binding letter of agreement with the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration (Attachment

A) for an intergovernmental transfer of an amount up to $500,000, from funding previously

allocated to South Florida Behavioral Health Network, Inc. (dba) Thriving Mind South Florida, for

the low-income pool on behalf of Banyan Community Health Center, Inc. (Banyan) so that Banyan

will receive additional federal Medicaid matching funds to support and expand designated receiving

facility, mental health, and addiction services to Medicaid eligible county residents.

• Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to issue payment in an amount up to

$500,000 to the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration on behalf of Banyan for this

purpose.

• Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to negotiate and execute a Memorandum

of Agreement with Banyan Community Health Center, Inc. to obligate the party to utilize State

Low-Income Pool funds (Medicaid and County funds) solely for the provision of designated

receiving facility, mental health, and addiction services to Medicaid eligible county residents,

including reporting and oversight requirements.

• Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to amend the existing agreement with

Thriving Mind South Florida for designated receiving facility services to reduce the annual

allocation by the amount required for the payment to the Florida Agency for Health Care

Administration and make necessary changes to reporting and oversight requirements.

• Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute future letters of agreement
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and make future payments, subject to annual appropriations for such services, on behalf of Banyan 

or duly authorized successor agency for these same purposes and to execute any memorandum of 

agreement, amendments, and documents necessary after the approval of the County Attorney’s 

Office, and to exercise the provisions of any such agreements and documents. 

• Waives Resolution No. R-130-06, which requires contracts with non-County parties to be fully

negotiated and executed, to provide the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee with

sufficient time to negotiate and execute the agreements described herein.

Scope 

The scope of this item is countywide in nature. 

Delegation of Authority 

The County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee is retroactively authorized to execute a non-binding letter 

of agreement with the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration.  In addition, the County Mayor or 

County Mayor’s designee is authorized to expend funds allocated for this purpose; execute any agreements, 

amendments, or documents necessary for the receipt and expenditure of such funds; and expend additional 

future funds allocated for this purpose, and execute such agreements, amendments, and documents necessary 

for the receipt and expenditure of such future funds for the purposes outlined herein, and exercise all 

provisions contained therein. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 

The County has committed to expend $1,000,000.00 annually in support of designated receiving facility 

services, as implemented through an agreement with Thriving Mind South Florida. The proposed 

intergovernmental transfer does not reduce nor increase the fiscal impact on the County. Instead, it redirects 

$500,000.00 from Thriving Mind South Florida to the State Medicaid Low-Income Pool of the Florida 

Agency for Health Care Administration which will result in a positive financial impact for the community 

in the form of additional federal Medicaid matching funds. 

Track Record/Monitor 

The Office of Management and Budget—Grants Coordination Division (OMB—GCD) has an extensive 

history of managing grant projects and contracts, including the existing agreement with Thriving Mind South 

Florida, and will implement and manage the agreements with the Florida Agency for Health Care 

Administration and Banyan.  In conjunction with the County’s Finance department. OMB-GCD will process 

the disbursement and expenditure of County funds and manage programmatic and fiscal reporting in 

accordance with the terms and conditions of any contracts and memoranda of agreement, County policies 

and procedures, and applicable State and Federal laws and regulations.  

Background 

Under Chapter 2016-241, Laws of Florida (Senate Bill 12, F.S.), the Florida Legislature required that 

counties develop and implement plans for designated receiving systems and transportation of individuals 

requiring substance abuse and/or mental health treatment, in compliance with the Baker Act and Marchman 

Act.  In fulfillment of this Florida Statute, the Board adopted Resolution No. R-782-17, creating the County’s 

designated receiving system and transportation plan and further authorizing a multiyear contract with 

Thriving Mind South Florida to serve as a managing entity in distributing $1 million in County funds 

annually to expand mental health and addiction services for uninsured persons residing within the county. 

Thriving Mind South Florida subsequently entered in to contract with Banyan to serve as the designated 

receiving facility for the county.  As such, Banyan under the supervision of Thriving Mind South Florida 

becomes the sole recipient of $1 million in County funds to serve as the designated receiving facility and

provide mental health and addiction services to uninsured persons with the county. 
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On December 15, 2020, the Board adopted Resolution No. R-1257-20, sponsored by then Acting 

Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa, directing the Mayor or the Mayor’s designee to: (1) explore opportunities to 

participate in intergovernmental transfers with the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration as part of 

the Low Income Pool on behalf of Banyan for the purpose of expanding health care services in Miami-Dade 

County in an amount not to exceed $500,000.00; and (2) explore entering into any necessary agreements, 

including a letter of agreement with the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration, subject to Board 

approval, to effectuate same.  The required report (Attachment B) dated September 17, 2021, and approved 

by the Board on October 19, 2021, outlined a series of recommendations for consideration should the Board 

elect to execute such an intergovernmental transfer which have been incorporated herein.  Finally, on 

September 30, 2021, the County executed a non-binding letter of agreement with the State of Florida Agency 

for Health Care Administration in an amount of up to $500,000.00. 

____________________ 

Edward Marquez 

Chief Financial Officer 
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Tom Wallace

Deputy Secretary for Medicaid 
10/27/2021
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Community Health Center, Inc., for the State’s Low-Income Pool to support and expand 

designated receiving facility, mental health, and addiction services for Medicaid eligible county 

residents.  

Section 2. This Board authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to 

issue payment in an amount not to exceed $500,000.00 to the State of Florida Agency for Health 

Care Administration on behalf of Banyan Community Health Center, Inc., for the State Medicaid 

Low-Income Pool.   

Section 3. This Board authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to 

finalize and execute a Memorandum of Agreement with Banyan Community Health Center, Inc., 

to utilize State Low-Income Pool funds (Medicaid and County funds) solely for the provision 

of designated receiving facility, mental health, and addiction services to Medicaid eligible 

county residents, including reporting and oversight requirements. 

Section 4. This Board authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to 

execute an amendment to the existing agreement with South Florida Behavioral Health Network, 

to reduce the annual allocation by the amount required to be paid to the State of Florida Agency 

for Health Care Administration and make necessary changes to reporting and 

oversight requirements. 

Section 5. This Board also authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee 

to execute future letters of agreement and issue future payments to the State of Florida Agency 

for Health Care Administration, subject to annual appropriations for such services, on behalf of  

Banyan Community Health Center, Inc., or duly authorized successor agency for these purposes, 

execute any memorandum of agreement, amendments, and documents necessary, and to exercise 

all provisions contained therein, subject to the County Attorney’s Office’s approval for form and 

legal sufficiency. 
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Section 6. This Board waives Resolution No. R-130-06, which requires contracts with 

non-County parties to be fully negotiated and executed, to provide the County Mayor or County 

Mayor’s designee with sufficient time to negotiate and execute these agreements. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      ,  

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Chairman 
Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Vice-Chairman 

Sen. René García Keon Hardemon 
Sally A. Heyman Danielle Cohen Higgins 
Eileen Higgins Joe A. Martinez 
Kionne L. McGhee Jean Monestime 
Raquel A. Regalado Rebeca Sosa 
Sen. Javier D. Souto 
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Rebeca Sosa

Sally A. Heyman

aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 

aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 

aye 
aye 



Agenda Item No. 8(G)(1) 
Page No. 4 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 19th day 

of July, 2022.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the 

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and 

the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Christopher C. Kokoruda 
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