
MEMORANDUM
Amended 
Agenda Item No. 8(H)(1) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Jose “Pepe” Diaz  DATE: October 19, 2021 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution authorizing and 
County Attorney approving assignment of Lease 

from Festival Fun Parks, LLC  
to MS Leisure Company, Inc.,  
and authorizing the County  
Mayor or to execute any and  
all documents required in  
connection therewith 

R-991-21

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Department 
and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Raquel A. Regalado. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 
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Honorable Chairman Jose "Pepe" Diaz 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney

October 19, 2021

Amended
8(H)(1)
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(H)(1) 
Veto __________ 10-19-21
Override __________ 

Amended 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING 
ASSIGNMENT OF LEASE FROM FESTIVAL FUN PARKS, 
LLC TO MS LEISURE COMPANY, INC., AND AUTHORIZING 
THE COUNTY MAYOR OR THE COUNTY MAYOR’S 
DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE ANY AND ALL DOCUMENTS 
REQUIRED IN CONNECTION THEREWITH 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purpose outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum together with Exhibits A and B attached to the memorandum, a copy of which is 

incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

Section 1. Authorizes and approves the assignment of the Lease from Festival to MS 

Leisure Company.  Further, this Board finds that Exhibit “B” attached to the accompanying 

memorandum, satisfies the disclosure requirements of Section 2-8.1(d)(1) of the Code of Miami-

Dade County and hereby authorizes and approves said Exhibit. 

Section 2. Finds that the proposed assignment will not be contrary to the best interests 

of the County and that MS Leisure Company is a competent, experienced operator comparable to 

Festival. 

Section 3. Amends the amended and restated lease documents for the Miami 

Seaquarium to include language to require that the lessee shall comply with the Animal Welfare 

Act and would maintain an active USDA Class C Exhibitor license.  ALL certifications including, 

but not limited to certification from the American Humane, shall be maintained and the lessee shall 

commit to seeking Association of Zoos & Aquariums accreditation. The lessee shall implement a 
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conservation, education, and awareness campaign program for the community, including the 

incorporation of environmental protection, science conservation, and other educational programs 

into a classroom curriculum. The lessee shall be required to provide an updated animal welfare 

plan for the marine mammals, infrastructure maintenance, and improvement plans to the County 

on a quarterly basis. The lessee shall be required to provide copies of any reports, letters, or 

correspondence from or to any state or federal agency related to the management and operation of 

the leased premises to the County immediately upon receipt of such by the lessee, and the lessee 

would be obligated to create a program for neurodivergent children and adults. 

Section 4. Authorizes the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee to execute 

any and all documents that may be required in connection with the transaction authorized and 

approved by this resolution.  

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      ,  

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Chairman 
Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Vice-Chairman 

Sen. René García Keon Hardemon 
Sally A. Heyman Danielle Cohen Higgins 
Eileen Higgins Joe A. Martinez 
Kionne L. McGhee Jean Monestime 
Raquel A. Regalado Rebeca Sosa 
Sen. Javier D. Souto 
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Raquel A. Regalado 

Rebeca Sosa

aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 

aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 

aye 
aye 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 19th  day 

of October, 2021.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the 

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Melanie J. Spencer 

MDC0010

Melissa Adames 




