
MEMORANDUM

Agenda Item No. 9(A)(1)

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III DATE: March 7, 2023 

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution retroactively approving and authorizing the 

County Attorney  County Mayor’s application for 2022 OVC FY 2022 

Housing Assistance Grants for Victims of Human 

Trafficking from the United States Department of Justice, 

Office for Victims of Crime for a term commencing on 

October 1, 2022 through September 30, 2025; authorizing 

the County Mayor to receive and expend said grant funds 

in the amount of $800,000.00 for housing placement 

assistance and related legal and employability services to 

victims of human trafficking; authorizing the County 

Mayor to collaborate with and execute agreements or 

other documents with the South Florida Workforce 

Investment Board d/b/a CareerSource South Florida and 

the Cuban American Bar Association Pro Bono Project, 

Inc., for the provision of said services in the approximate 

amounts of $70,000.00 and $92,490.00, respectively; 

authorizing the County Mayor to execute other 

agreements and documents necessary for receipt and 

expenditure of such funding, including such other 

agreements and documents that require up to $266,666.67 

in cash match funding, and to exercise termination and 

amendment provisions set forth therein, provided that 

such other agreements and documents and any 

amendments thereto are consistent with the purpose 

described herein; and authorizing the County Mayor to: 

(1) apply for, receive, and expend additional future funds,

and, subject to available funding, utilize up to

$266,666.67 to satisfy cash match funding requirements

for the purpose described herein, for up to five years; (2)

execute other agreements and documents necessary for

receipt and expenditure of said funding, including such

other documents and agreements that require up to

$266,666.67 in cash match funding; and (3) exercise

termination and amendment provisions set forth therein

provided that such amendments are consistent with the

purpose described herein

A substitute was presented and forwarded to the BCC with a favorable recommendation at the 2-14-23 at 
Community Safety, Security and Emergency Management Committee.  

This substitute differs from the original version as stated in the Mayor’s memorandum. 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Community Action and Human Services Department and placed 

on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Micky Steinberg. 
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This substitute differs from the original version in that: the cash match funding amount 

of $200,000.00 in sections 3, 5, and 6 of the resolution was stricken and replaced with 

$266,666.67. The funding formula that the Department of Justice (DOJ) uses for this cash 

match was updated so that the correct cash match funding amount is $266,666.67, of 

which has been allocated in the Community Action and Human Services Department’s 

(CAHSD) FY 2022 adopted budget. In addition, conforming changes were made to the 

title of the resolution. 

Executive Summary 

The County has been awarded $800,000 through the United States Department of Justice 

(DOJ), Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) FY 2022 Housing Assistance Grants for Victims 

of Human Trafficking. The funder requires a funding match of $266,666.67 (25%) from the 

County, which has been allocated in the department’s FY 2022 adopted budget. This resolution 

seeks retroactive approval and authority for the grant application and authority to receive and 

expend said grant funding for the provision of housing placement assistance and related legal 

and employability services to victims of human trafficking in Miami-Dade County. The 

County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee, through the Community Action and Human 

Services Department’s (CAHSD’s) Violence Prevention and Intervention Division (VPID) 

will collaborate with the South Florida Workforce Investment Board d/b/a CareerSource South 

Florida (CSSF) and the Cuban American Bar Association Pro Bono Project, Inc. (CABA), to 

provide said services. This funding was formally awarded on September 27, 2022, a copy of 

the Award Letter is attached to the resolution as Exhibit A. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board): 

1. Retroactively approve and authorize the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s

Designee’s application for 2022 OVC FY 2022 Housing Assistance Grants for Victims

of Human Trafficking from the United States Department of Justice. A funding match

of $266,666.67 (25%) is required by the funder; and

2. Authorize the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to receive and expend said

grant funds, in the amount of $800,000 to provide housing placement assistance and

related legal and employability services to victims of human trafficking in Miami-Dade

County; and

3. Authorize the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to collaborate with CSSF

and CABA for the provision of said services; and
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4. Authorize the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute other agreements

and documents necessary for the receipt and expenditure of such funds and to exercise

the termination and amendment provisions set forth in such agreements and documents

including amendments that require up to $266,666.67 in match funding, provided that

such other agreements and documents and any amendments thereto are consistent with

the purpose described herein and following approval for legal form and sufficiency by

the Miami-Dade County Attorney’s Office; and

5. Authorize the County Mayor or County Mayor’s Designee to apply for, receive, and

expend additional future funds should they become available under this program for

the purpose outlined herein, for up to five (5) years from the effective date of the

resolution, and to exercise the termination and amendment provisions set forth in such

agreements and documents including amendments that require up to $266,666.67 in

match funding, provided that such other agreements and documents and any

amendments thereto are consistent with the purpose described herein and following

approval for legal form and sufficiency by the Miami-Dade County Attorney’s Office.

Scope 

The impact of this item is countywide. Grant funding will be used to fund and provide, in 

collaboration with CSSF and CABA, housing placement assistance and related legal and 

employability services to victims of human trafficking within the County. Further, additional 

advocacy services will be available to victims at the Coordinated Victims Assistance Center 

located at 2400 South Dixie Highway, Miami, Florida 33133. 

Delegation of Authority 

This resolution retroactively delegates authority to the County Mayor or County Mayor’s 

Designee in applying for 2022 OVC FY 2022 Housing Assistance Grants for Victims of 

Human Trafficking from the United States Department of Justice. This resolution also 

authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to receive and expend said grant 

funds, in the amount of $800,000 to provide housing placement assistance and related legal 

and employability services to victims of human trafficking in Miami-Dade County. This 

resolution further authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to collaborate 

with CSSF and CABA for the provision of said services. This resolution further authorizes the 

County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute other agreements and documents 

necessary for the receipt and expenditure of such funds and to exercise the termination and 

amendment provisions set forth in such agreements and documents including amendments that 

require up to $266,666.67 in match funding, provided that such other agreements and 

documents and any amendments thereto are consistent with the purpose described herein and 

following approval for legal form and sufficiency by the Miami-Dade County Attorney’s 

Office. Lastly, this resolution authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s Designee to 

apply for, receive, and expend additional future funds should they become available under this 

program for the purpose outlined herein, for up to five (5) years from the effective date of the 

resolution, and to exercise the termination and amendment provisions set forth in such 

agreements and documents including amendments that require up to $266,666.67 in match 

funding, provided that such other agreements and documents and any amendments thereto are 

consistent with the purpose described herein and following approval for legal form and 

sufficiency by the Miami-Dade County Attorney’s Office. 
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Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 

On September 27, 2022, the County was awarded $800,000, through the 2022 OVC FY 2022 

Housing Assistance Grants for Victims of Human Trafficking (Exhibit A). Grants are awarded 

by the DOJ for a term of thirty-six months. The funder requires a funding match of $266,666.67 

(25%) from the County, which has been allocated in the department’s FY 2022 adopted budget. 

There are no administrative costs associated with the funding as all funds are used for direct 

services. 

Track Record/Monitor 

Ivon Mesa, CAHSD Assistant Director, or other supervisory personnel will monitor this grant 

and services provided thereunder. 

Background 

VPID offers supportive and advocacy services for victims of crime, including domestic 

violence, dating violence, sexual violence, and human trafficking. The OVC awards funding 

to support housing assistance for victims of all forms of human trafficking throughout the 

United States. The primary use of these grant funds will be for Rapid Rehousing, which is 

housing assistance for supportive services and transitional housing to assist victims of human 

trafficking move into permanent housing and achieve stability, as quickly as possible.  

Specifically, VPID will use the funding to provide transitional housing assistance to human 

trafficking victims for up to six months and work with landlords in the community to ensure 

victims are placed in safe and stable housing. CABA will provide free legal services and court 

representation to victims with the intent of helping them locate and secure housing and with 

limited immigration matters that affect the victims’ ability to secure housing. Lastly, CSSF 

will provide employability services using workforce innovation resources that promote 

economic self-sufficiency. 

CAHSD’s VPID will also provide follow-up support services during the grant cycle of 36-

months. 

_________________________ 

Morris Copeland  

Chief Community Services Officer 
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WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

Section 1. Approves the foregoing recital, which is incorporated herein by reference. 

Section 2. Retroactively approves and authorizes the County Mayor’s or County 

Mayor’s designee’s application for 2022 OVC FY 2022 Housing Assistance Grants for Victims of 

Human Trafficking from the United States Department of Justice, Office for Victims of Crime for 

a term commencing on October 1, 2022 through September 30, 2025.   

Section 3. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee, through the 

Community Action and Human Services Department, to receive and expend said grant funds in 

the amount of $800,000.00 to provide housing placement assistance and related legal and 

employability services to victims of human trafficking in Miami-Dade County. The grant requires 

cash match funding in the amount of [[$200,000.00, 25 percent of the grant award]]1 

>>$266,666.67<<, which shall be satisfied utilizing funds that have been allocated in the 

Community Action and Human Services Department’s FY 2022-23 adopted budget. A copy of the 

Award Letter is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

Section 4. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee, through the 

Community Action and Human Services Department, to collaborate with and execute agreements 

or other documents with the South Florida Workforce Investment Board d/b/a CareerSource South 

Florida (“CSSF”) and the Cuban American Bar Association Pro Bono Project, Inc. (“CABA”), for 

1 The differences between the substitute and the original item are indicated as follows:  Words 

stricken through and/or [[double bracketed]] shall be deleted, words underscored and/or >>double 

arrowed<< are added.  
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provision of the services described above in section 3.  The CSSF and CABA shall be funded in 

amounts up to $70,000.00 and $92,490.00, respectively, from the grant award described above in 

section 3. 

Section 5. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute other 

agreements and documents necessary for the receipt and expenditure of such funding, including 

other agreements and documents that require up to [[$200,000.00]] >>$266,666.67<< in cash 

match funding.  This Board further authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to 

exercise the termination and amendment provisions set forth in such agreements and documents, 

provided that such other agreements and documents and any amendments thereto are consistent 

with the purpose described above in section 3 and following approval for form and legal 

sufficiency by the County Attorney’s Office. Local, in-kind match funding shall not be deemed a 

funding commitment for the purposes of this resolution.  

Section 6. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to apply for, 

receive, and expend additional future funds, and subject to available funding, utilize up to 

[[$200,000.00]] >>$266,666.67<< to satisfy cash match funding requirements, for the purpose 

described above in section 3, for up to five years from the effective date of this resolution. The 

County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee is also authorized to execute other agreements and 

documents necessary for receipt and expenditure of such funds, including such other agreements 

and documents that require up to [[$200,000.00]] >>$266,666.67<< in cash match funding, subject 

to available funding. The County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee is further authorized to 

exercise the termination and amendment provisions set forth in such other agreements and 

documents, provided that such amendments are consistent with the purpose described above in 

section 3 and following approval for form and legal sufficiency by the County Attorney’s Office. 
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Local, in-kind match funding shall not be deemed a funding commitment for the purposes of this 

resolution and, therefore, is not subject to the maximum cash match funding amount. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 

Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 

Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 

Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 

Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 

Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 

Micky Steinberg 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 7th day of 

March, 2023.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

LUIS G. MONTALDO, CLERK AD INTERIM 

By:________________________ 

         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Shanika A. Graves 
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Marleine Bastien 

aye 
absent 
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aye 
aye 

aye 
aye 

aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 

Basia Pruna 
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