
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 8(E)(1) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III  DATE: May 2, 2023
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution approving the 
County Attorney Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Rider 

Program for students enrolled in 
state-approved emergency 
medical technician and 
paramedic educational and 
training programs; authorizing 
the County Mayor to execute 
affiliation agreements with 
certain educational institutions at 
no cost to the county, for two-
year terms for a period of 10 
years, and to exercise the 
amendment and termination 
provisions contained therein, 
provided that such amendments 
do not alter the purpose or extend 
the two-year term of each 
agreement; and waiving 
Resolution No. R-130-06  

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Fire Rescue Department and placed on the 
agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Juan Carlos Bermudez. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/gh 
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CLERK OF THE BOARD 
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MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA



Executive Summary 
This item is to approve the Miami-Dade Fire Rescue (MDFR) Rider Program and authorize 
execution of Affiliation Agreements, attached to the resolution as Attachment A, with educational 
institutions that offer state approved educational and training programs for emergency medical 
technicians and paramedics. The program is offered through MDFR’s, Emergency Medical 
Services Division (EMS) and provides students in said programs opportunities to obtain mandatory 
field experience. Program participants ride in MDFR rescue units and are permitted to perform 
select emergency medical procedures under the supervision of MDFR personnel. Currently, 
American Medical Academy, Barry University, Braxton College, Miami-Dade College and Urgent 
Response Training, LLC d/b/a Emergency Training Academy are approved to participate in the 
program.  

Because some Affiliation Agreements may be executed with private entities, this item further 
seeks a waiver of Resolution No. R-130-06, which requires agreements be executed by all other 
non-governmental parties prior to presentation to this Board for approval. 

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board approve the Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Rider Program and 
authorize the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute Affiliation Agreements with 
approved educational institutions. It is further recommended that the Board authorize the County 
Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to exercise the amendment and termination provisions.  It is 
further recommended that the provisions of Resolution No. R-130-06 be waived with respect to 
any Affiliation Agreements signed with private entities. 

Scope 
The program will have a countywide impact. 

Delegation of Authority 
The County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee is authorized to execute, amend and terminate 
Affiliation Agreements between approved State institutions and Miami-Dade County, through 
the Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Department for 10 years from the effective date of the resolution. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
There is no fiscal impact to the County. 

Date: 

To: 

From: Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Resolution Approving the Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Rider Program and the 
Execution of an Affiliation Agreement 

May 2, 2023

Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
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Track Record/Monitor 
The MDFR Rider Program is monitored by the MDFR EMS Division Chief or the MDFR EMS 
Division Chief’s designee.   

Background 
Among other duties, the EMS Division is responsible for planning, coordinating and implementing 
all of MDFR’s emergency medical services activities. The EMS Division coordinates the MDFR 
Rider Program, which provides students enrolled in State-approved education and training 
programs for emergency medical technicians and paramedics the opportunity to obtain field 
experience, pursuant to section 401.2701, Florida Statutes. Students are authorized to ride in 
MDFR rescue units and perform select emergency medical procedures under the supervision of 
MDFR personnel.  Currently the American Medical Academy, Barry University, Braxton College, 
Miami-Dade College and Urgent Response Training, LLC d/b/a Emergency Training Academy are 
approved to participate in the program.   

Section 401.2701, Florida Statutes, also requires educational institutions participating in the 
training programs described above to satisfy several conditions.  One condition is that the 
approved educational institutions must provide evidence of an affiliation agreement with a licensed 
emergency services provider, which, at a minimum, must include a commitment by the emergency 
services provider to conduct the field experience portion of the training program. The Affiliation 
Agreement attached to the accompanying resolution as Attachment A satisfies said requirement. 

________________________________ 
Alfredo "Freddy" Ramirez III 
Chief, Safety and Emergency Response 

Attachment A – Affiliation Agreement 
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Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney

May 2, 2023

MDC004

8(E)(1)



Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(E)(1)
5-2-23Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE MIAMI-DADE FIRE 

RESCUE RIDER PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS ENROLLED IN 

STATE-APPROVED EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN 

AND PARAMEDIC EDUCATIONAL AND TRAINING 

PROGRAMS; AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 

COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE AFFILIATION 

AGREEMENTS WITH CERTAIN EDUCATIONAL 

INSTITUTIONS AT NO COST TO THE COUNTY, FOR TWO-

YEAR TERMS FOR A PERIOD OF 10 YEARS, AND TO

EXERCISE THE AMENDMENT AND TERMINATION 

PROVISIONS CONTAINED THEREIN, PROVIDED THAT 

SUCH AMENDMENTS DO NOT ALTER THE PURPOSE OR 

EXTEND THE TWO-YEAR TERM OF EACH AGREEMENT; 

AND WAIVING RESOLUTION NO. R-130-06  

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board:

Section 1.  Incorporates and approves the foregoing recital, as if fully set forth herein. 

Section 2. Approves the Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Rider Program which provides 

students enrolled in state-approved emergency medical technician and paramedic educational and 

training programs to obtain field experience with Miami-Dade Fire Rescue, a licensed emergency 

medical services provider. Participants in the Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Rider Program are 

authorized to ride on Miami-Dade Fire Rescue units and perform select emergency medical 

procedures under the supervision of Miami-Dade Fire Rescue personnel.   
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Section 3. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute 

affiliation agreements with two-year terms, in substantially the form attached hereto as Attachment 

A, with approved educational institutions, at no cost to the county, for a total of 10 years from the 

effective date of this resolution. The County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee is further 

authorized to exercise the amendment and termination provisions contained therein, provided that 

such amendments do not alter the purpose or extend the term of the agreement.  

Section 4. Waives, for any affiliation agreements with private entities, the provisions 

of Resolution No. R-130-06 requiring that agreements with non-governmental entities be executed 

by all other parties prior to presentation to this Board for approval. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 

Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 

Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 

Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 

Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 

Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 

Micky Steinberg 
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Eileen Higgins 

              Marleine Bastien  

aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 

aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 

aye 
aye 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 2nd day 

of May, 2023.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

LUIS G. MONTALDO, CLERK AD INTERIM 

By:________________________ 

         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Shanika A. Graves 
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