
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 8(N)(2) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III  DATE: April 18, 2023 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution approving Settlement 
County Attorney Agreement in Enrique Madrinan 

v. Miami-Dade County, Case No.
22-cv-20917 in the amount of
$325,000.00 to resolve any and
all claims between the parties;
and authorizing the County
Mayor to execute the Settlement
Agreement and exercise all
provisions contained therein

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Transportation and Public Works Department 
and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Eileen Higgins. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/ks 
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MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA



Executive Summary 
The attached resolution seeks approval of a Settlement Agreement between Miami-Dade 
County (the “County”) and Enrique Madrinan (“Mr. Madrinan”), a handicapped plaintiff, who 
suffered a fall at a County intersection near the Financial District Metromover Station (South 
Miami Avenue and 14th Street). Mr. Madrinan brought a federal claim alleging violations of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (“ADA”) and a state law claim for negligence. 
The lawsuit, pending in the United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida, is 
styled Enrique Madrinan v. Miami-Dade County, Case No. 22-cv-20917-KMW. The parties 
have tentatively reached an agreement to settle the action globally for $325,000.00, subject to 
approval by the Board of County Commissioners (“Board”). The settlement also ensures that 
modifications are to be made that allow wheelchair accessibility to the curb-and-gutter section 
of the southeast corner of the intersection of South Miami Avenue and 14th Street. The 
Department of Transportation and Public Works has already completed these site 
modifications.   

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board approve the attached Settlement Agreement and Release 
between the County and Mr. Madrinan. The Agreement, which is attached to the resolution, 
resolves all claims brought by Mr. Madrinan against the County for alleged violations of the 
ADA, the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and Florida law for $325,000.00. 

Scope 
The physical site at issue in the lawsuit is located at South Miami Avenue and 14th Street, 
Miami, Florida, which is in Commission District 5, represented by Commissioner Eileen 
Higgins. 

Delegation of Authority 
This item authorizes the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee to execute the 
Settlement Agreement on behalf of the County and to carry out all obligations and exercise all 
rights contained therein. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 

Date: 

To: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

From: Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Resolution Approving Settlement Agreement in Enrique Madrinan v. Miami-Dade 
County, Case No. 22-cv-20917-KMW and Authorizing the County Mayor to 
Execute the Settlement Agreement 

April 18, 2023
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Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
Page No. 2 

Under the terms of the Settlement Agreement, the County will pay Mr. Madrinan $325,000.00 
as full and final settlement of all disputes relating to the issues arising from the litigation. The 
settlement will be paid from the Public Works General Fund. 

Track Record/Monitor 
Department of Transportation and Public Works Chief Administrative Officer, James E. 
Fisher, will oversee administration of the Settlement Agreement. 

Background 
Plaintiff Enrique Madrinan, a paraplegic and wheelchair-bound individual, suffered a fall at 
the southeastern intersection of South Miami Avenue and 14th Street, Miami, Florida. The 
County determined that the particular area where Mr. Madrinan fell is under the jurisdiction of 
the County. Mr. Madrinan alleged that the area where he fell did not comply with the ADA, 
and further alleged that its non-compliant condition caused the fall. Mr. Madrinan underwent 
various surgeries and rehabilitative stays that he alleged were caused by the fall, and further 
alleged ongoing harms, impairment, and damages stemming from the accident, which he 
claimed had exacerbated various conditions he suffered from as a paraplegic.  

Mr. Madrinan brought claims for injunctive relief, compensatory damages, and attorney fees 
under the ADA, the Rehabilitation Act, and Florida law. The ADA authorizes the award of 
attorney’s fees to a prevailing party in addition to damages.   

The settlement between the County and Plaintiff provides that the County shall pay Mr. 
Madrinan the total sum of $325,000.00 to resolve all claims between the parties and shall 
further ensure that, within 180 days of the effective date of the Settlement Agreement, 
modifications that allow wheelchair accessibility to the curb-and-gutter section of the southeast 
corner of the intersection of South Miami Avenue and 14th Street are completed. The 
Department of Transportation and Public Works has already completed the required site 
modifications.  In consideration of the terms of the Settlement Agreement, Mr. Madrinan 
agrees to release the County from all claims he has or may have related to the events alleged 
in the litigation. 

Jimmy Morales 
Chief Operations Officer 
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Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney

April 18, 2023
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(N)(2)
4-18-23Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION APPROVING SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT IN 

ENRIQUE MADRINAN V. MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, CASE NO. 

22-CV-20917 IN THE AMOUNT OF $325,000.00 TO RESOLVE

ANY AND ALL CLAIMS BETWEEN THE PARTIES; AND

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY

MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE THE SETTLEMENT

AGREEMENT AND EXERCISE ALL PROVISIONS

CONTAINED THEREIN

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purpose outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board approves the 

Settlement Agreement in Enrique Madrinan v. Miami-Dade County, Case No. 22-cv-20917, in 

substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit 1, between Miami-Dade County and Enrique 

Madrinan in the amount of $325,000.00 to be paid to Enrique Madrinan to resolve any and all 

claims between the parties. This Board further authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s 

designee to execute the Settlement Agreement for and on behalf of Miami-Dade County, and to 

exercise all provisions contained therein. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  
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Danielle Cohen Higgins 
 
               Oliver G. Gilbert, III             
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Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 

Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 

Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 

Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 

Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 

Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 

Micky Steinberg 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 18th day 

of April, 2023.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

LUIS G. MONTALDO, CLERK AD INTERIM 

By:________________________ 

         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Anita Viciana Zapata 
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Basia Pruna 
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