
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 11(A)(8)

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III DATE: April 18, 2023 

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution opposing legislation 

County Attorney which would preempt any 

political subdivision, through its 

purchasing or contracting 

procedures, from imposing a 

wage mandate or employment 

benefit on a vendor, contractor, 

service provider, or other party 

doing business with the political 

subdivision 

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor 

Commissioner Eileen Higgins. 

_______________________________ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan      

County Attorney 
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WHEREAS, the amendment would effectively preclude political subdivisions from 

requiring that its contractors pay a predetermined wage rate or employee benefit; and 

WHEREAS, currently, the County’s Responsible Wages and Benefits program for 

construction contracts, which applies to competitively bid construction contracts valued greater 

than $100,000.00, mandates minimum payment of specified wages to employees performing work 

on County construction contracts and for privately funded construction on County-owned land 

which may exceed the state minimum wage rate; and  

WHEREAS, in addition, the County’s Living Wage requirement, which applies to all 

service contracts as defined in Miami-Dade County Code section 2-8.9(F)(1) valued greater than 

$100,000.00, and to all service contractors at Miami-Dade Aviation Department facilities 

regardless of contract value, also requires certain wage rates which may exceed the statewide 

minimum wage rate; and 

WHEREAS, these types of County programs, which impose wage rates in excess of the 

State of Florida minimum wage rate, would likely be preempted; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Florida’s minimum wage rate is currently $11.00 per hour; and 

WHEREAS, the County’s fiscal year 2022-2023 Living Wage for contracts for covered 

services entered into after October 1, 2016 is $15.03 per hour with qualifying health benefits of at 

least $3.70 per hour or a standard wage rate of $18.73 per hour; and 

WHEREAS, this Board helped craft these County programs to better the livelihoods of 

individuals who work within the County’s borders, fully cognizant of the reality that the cost of 

living in Miami-Dade County is higher than in other parts of the State of Florida; and 

WHEREAS, County staff estimates that tens of thousands of workers and their families 

would be affected by this proposed change to Florida law; and  
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WHEREAS, because paying all workers in this County who perform work under County 

contracts a statewide minimum wage rate is, at times, insufficient, this Board opposes any 

legislation which would preempt a political subdivision from imposing a wage mandate or 

employment benefit on one of its vendors, contractors, service providers, or other party it does 

business with, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

Section 1.  Opposes any legislation which would preempt any political subdivision, 

through its purchasing or contracting procedures, from imposing a wage mandate or employment 

benefit on a vendor, contractor, service provider, or other party doing business with the political 

subdivision. 

Section 2.  Directs the Clerk of the Board to transmit a certified copy of this resolution 

to the Governor, Senate President, House Speaker, Senators Nick DiCeglie and Jonathan Martin, 

Representatives Bradford Troy “Brad” Yeager and Philip Wayne “Griff” Griffitts, Jr., and the 

Chair and members of the Miami-Dade State Legislative Delegation. 

Section 3.  Directs the County’s state lobbyists to oppose the legislation described in 

Section 1, and authorizes and directs the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs to amend the 2023 

State Legislative Package to include this item. 

The Prime Sponsor of the foregoing resolution is Commissioner Eileen Higgins.

It was offered by Commissioner                                          , who moved its adoption.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner                                          and upon being put to a vote, the vote 

was as follows:  
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Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 

Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 

Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 

Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 

Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 

Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 

Micky Steinberg 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 18th day 

of April, 2023.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

   BY ITS BOARD OF 

   COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

   LUIS G. MONTALDO, CLERK AD INTERIM 

   By:________________________ 

         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Javier Zapata 
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Basia Pruna 
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