
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 8(L)(3)

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III DATE:
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT:
County Attorney 

Resolution accepting, by a two-thirds vote 
of Board members present pursuant to 
section 125.355, Florida Statutes, the
“Assignment of Option to Purchase” for 
the purchase of approximately 4.48 acres 
within the other Rockridge Pinelands 
project of the Environmentally 
Endangered Lands Program from the 
Nature Conservancy, as Assignor, with 
Miami-Dade County, as Assignee, and 
East Coast Properties and Construction 
Group, LLC, as Seller, for a purchase 
price of $700,000.00 to be funded from 
the Environmentally Endangered Lands 
Acquisition Trust Fund; authorizing use of 
these funds for such purchase; authorizing 
the County Mayor to execute the 
“Assignment of Option to Purchase,” to 
exercise all provisions contained therein, 
to perform all acts necessary to effectuate 
this transaction, and to accept conveyance 
of said property by general warranty deed; 
and directing the County Mayor to record 
such deed in the public records and to 
provide a recorded copy to the Clerk of the 
Board within a time certain, and directing 
the Clerk of the Board to attach and store a 
recorded copy of such instrument with this 
resolution, pursuant to Resolution No. R-
974-09

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Regulatory and Economic Resources Department 
and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Danielle Cohen Higgins.

_______________________________
Geri Bonzon-Keenan 
County Attorney

GBK/jp
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Executive Summary
The Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources, Division of Environmental Resources 
Management (RER-DERM) Environmentally Endangered Lands Program (EEL Program) seeks 
approval from the Board of County Commissioners (Board) to accept an Assignment of Option to 
Purchase, as negotiated by the Nature Conservancy, to acquire 4.48 acres of globally-imperiled 
pine rockland habitat formerly approved for acquisition by the Board, by and through the EEL 
Program. East Coast Properties and Construction Group, LLC, is the willing seller for a purchase 
price of $700,000.00. The property is located at SW 127 Avenue between SW 236 Street and SW 
240 Street and is inside of the Urban Development Boundary (see Attachment A to the Mayor’s 
Memorandum). The County, in partnership with the South Florida Water Management District, 
the State of Florida and other funding partners, has acquired approximately 24,095 acres of land 
in Miami-Dade County since the inception of the EEL Program. The purpose of the EEL Program 
is to acquire, preserve, enhance, restore, conserve and maintain environmentally endangered lands 
for the benefit of present and future generations. 

Recommendation
It is recommended that the Board accept the attached Assignment of Option to Purchase as 
negotiated by The Nature Conservancy for the Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Program 
and authorize the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute the Assignment of Option 
to Purchase and to exercise the provisions contained therein.

Scope
The EEL Program is countywide in nature. This acquisition is in Commission District 8, which is 
represented by Commissioner Danielle Cohen Higgins. 

Delegation of Authority 
The attached resolution authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute the 
Assignment of Option to Purchase for and on behalf of Miami-Dade County, to exercise the 
provisions contained therein, to perform all acts necessary to effectuate this transaction, and to 
accept conveyance of said property by general warranty deed. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source
The costs will be funded by EEL Acquisition Trust Fund G2001, which had a total balance of 
$4,089,727 as of June 30, 2023, for multi-year operations and projects.  

Date:

To: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

From: Daniella Levine Cava
Mayor

Subject: Resolution Accepting Assignment of Option to Purchase Approximately 4.48
Acres within the Environmentally Endangered Lands Program Other Rockridge 
Pinelands Project with East Coast Properties and Construction Group, LLC, as 
Seller, for a Purchase Price of $700,000.00
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In accordance with section 125.355, Florida Statutes, two independent appraisals were procured. 
One appraisal, dated July 18, 2022, valued the Property at $750,000.00. The second appraisal, 
dated August 1, 2022, valued the Property at $635,000.00. The average of the two appraised values 
is $692,500.00. Therefore, pursuant to section 125.355, since the agreed purchase price of 
$700,000.00 exceeds the average of the two appraisals, a two-thirds vote of the Board is required.  

Track Record/Monitor 
The EEL Program Manager within the Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources, 
Division of Environmental Resources Management, Janet Gil, will monitor this contract. 

Background 
The historic loss, fragmentation, and degradation of native wetland and forest communities in 
Miami-Dade County are well recognized.  In May 1990, with the knowledge that remaining 
wetland and forest communities were endangered, the electorate of Miami-Dade County 
authorized the County to levy an ad valorem tax for two years to create the EEL Program and Trust 
Fund.  The purpose of the EEL Program is to acquire, preserve, enhance, restore, conserve and 
maintain environmentally-endangered lands for the benefit of present and future generations.  

The Board placed the Church of Jesus Christ and Parsons Pineland on the Other Rockridge 
Pineland Acquisition Project on the EEL Priority A Acquisition List in 2021. The County, in 
partnership with the South Florida Water Management District, the State of Florida and other 
funding partners, has acquired approximately 24,095 acres of land in Miami-Dade County since 
the inception of the EEL Program. 

The primary forest type within the Other Rockridge Pinelands Project is pine rocklands, which 
once covered 185,000 acres of Miami-Dade County.  By 1996, only two percent (2%) of these 
pinelands remained within the urbanized areas of the County.  More than 1,600 acres of pine 
rockland, representing less than one percent (1%) of the historic extent of this habitat type, have 
been protected by the EEL Program.  Over 225 native plants occur in this habitat, more than 20 
percent of those species are endemic, and several species are federally listed as threatened or 
endangered.   

The attached Assignment of Option to Purchase is for the following property: 

SELLER: East Coast Properties and Construction Group, LLC  

SIZE:   Approximately 4.48 acres 

FOLIO(S):  30-6924-000-0920, 30-6924-000-1050 

LOCATION: The property is located at SW 127 Avenue between SW 236 Street and SW 
240 Street. The property is inside of the Urban Development Boundary (see 
Attachment A to the Mayor’s Memorandum). 

PURCHASE PRICE: $700,000.00 
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APPRAISAL DATA: $750,000.00 (appraised July 18, 2022) 
$635,000.00 (appraised August 1, 2022) 

SALES HISTORY: 3069240001050: 
Mar. 2002: Warranty Deed from Naim Mustapha to The Church of Jesus 
Christ. Amount of $42,500 calculated from Documentary Tax fee. (OR 
20305, pg. 1481) 

3069240000920: 
Mar. 2002: Warranty Deed from Mustapha Naim to The Church of Jesus 
Christ. Amount of $42,500 calculated from Documentary Tax fee. (OR 
20305, pg. 1579) 

3069240000920 & 3069240001050: 
Aug. 2018: Warranty Deed from The Church of Jesus Christ, Inc to East 
Coast Properties Group, LLC. Amount of $75,000 calculated from 
Documentary Tax Fee. (OR 31105, pg. 2738) 

_____________________  
Jimmy Morales, 
Chief Operations Officer
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(L)(3)
10-3-23Veto __________

Override __________

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING, BY A TWO-THIRDS VOTE OF 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 
125.355, FLORIDA STATUTES, THE “ASSIGNMENT OF 
OPTION TO PURCHASE” FOR THE PURCHASE OF 
APPROXIMATELY 4.48 ACRES WITHIN THE OTHER 
ROCKRIDGE PINELANDS PROJECT OF THE 
ENVIRONMENTALLY ENDANGERED LANDS PROGRAM 
FROM THE NATURE CONSERVANCY, AS ASSIGNOR, WITH 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, AS ASSIGNEE, AND EAST COAST 
PROPERTIES AND CONSTRUCTION GROUP, LLC, AS
SELLER, FOR A PURCHASE PRICE OF $700,000.00 TO BE 
FUNDED FROM THE ENVIRONMENTALLY ENDANGERED 
LANDS ACQUISITION TRUST FUND; AUTHORIZING USE 
OF THESE FUNDS FOR SUCH PURCHASE; AUTHORIZING 
THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE 
TO EXECUTE THE “ASSIGNMENT OF OPTION TO 
PURCHASE,” TO EXERCISE ALL PROVISIONS CONTAINED 
THEREIN, TO PERFORM ALL ACTS NECESSARY TO 
EFFECTUATE THIS TRANSACTION, AND TO ACCEPT 
CONVEYANCE OF SAID PROPERTY BY GENERAL 
WARRANTY DEED; AND DIRECTING THE COUNTY 
MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO RECORD 
SUCH DEED IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS AND TO PROVIDE A 
RECORDED COPY TO THE CLERK OF THE BOARD WITHIN 
A TIME CERTAIN, AND DIRECTING THE CLERK OF THE 
BOARD TO ATTACH AND STORE A RECORDED COPY OF 
SUCH INSTRUMENT WITH THIS RESOLUTION, PURSUANT 
TO RESOLUTION NO. R-974-09

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that:

Section 1. The foregoing recitals are incorporated in this resolution and are approved.
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Section 2. This Board hereby accepts by a two-thirds vote of Board members present 

pursuant to section 125.355, Florida Statutes, the “Assignment of Option to Purchase,” in

substantially the form attached hereto as Attachment 1 and made part hereof, for the purchase of 

approximately 4.48 acres of land from The Nature Conservancy, as Assignor, with Miami-Dade 

County, as Assignee, and East Coast Properties and Construction Group, LLC, as Seller, for a 

purchase price of $700,000.00 to be funded from the Environmentally Endangered Lands 

Acquisition Trust Fund. The Board hereby authorizes the use of the Environmentally Endangered 

Lands Acquisition Trust Fund for this purchase.

Section 3. This Board authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to 

execute the “Assignment of Option to Purchase” for and on behalf of Miami-Dade County, to 

exercise all provisions contained therein, to perform all acts necessary to effectuate this 

transaction, and to accept conveyance of said property by general warranty deed.  

Section 4. This Board, pursuant to Resolution No. R-974-09: (a) directs the County 

Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to record the instrument of conveyance accepted herein in the 

Public Records of Miami-Dade County, Florida, and to provide a recorded copy of the instrument 

to the Clerk of the Board within thirty (30) days of execution of said instrument; and (b) directs 

the Clerk of the Board to attach and permanently store a recorded copy of said instrument together 

with this resolution.

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 
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Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman
Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez
Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García
Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon
Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins
Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado
Micky Steinberg

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 3rd day of

October, 2023.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date 

of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the filing of 

this approval with the Clerk of the Board.

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY ITS BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK

By:________________________
Deputy Clerk

Approved by County Attorney as
to form and legal sufficiency. _______

Cristina M. Rabionet

_______________ _____
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