
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 8(E)(1)

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III  DATE: February 6, 2024 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution retroactively 
County Attorney approving the terms of and 

authorizing the County Mayor’s 
execution of a no-cost 
Memorandum of Agreement 
(“MOA”) between Homestead 
Air Reserve Base Fire 
Department and Miami-Dade 
County, through the Miami-Dade 
Fire Rescue Department, 
authorizing use of the parties’ 
training facilities for a three-year 
term; and authorizing the County 
Mayor to execute amendments to 
the MOA and exercise the 
modification and termination 
provisions contained therein, 
provided that any such 
amendments or modifications do 
not alter the purpose or cost of 
the MOA  

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Miami-Dade Fire and Rescue Department and 
placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Juan Carlos Bermudez. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/ks 

MDC001

Resolution No. R-90-24

OFFICIAL FILE COPY 
CLERK OF THE BOARD 

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA



Summary 
This Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between Homestead Air Reserve Base Fire 
Department, the 482d Fire Department (HARBFD) and Miami-Dade County on behalf of 
Miami-Dade Fire Rescue (MDFR) authorizes: (a) HARBFD personnel to use Miami-Dade 
Structural training facilities located at Miami-Dade Fire Training facility; and (b) MDFR 
personnel to use the Homestead Air Reserve Base’s live aircraft fire training facility.  The 
use of these facilities is needed for the training of personnel from HARBFD and MDFR to 
meet National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) standards and practices. This is a no-cost agreement with a term of three years.   

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) approve the attached 
resolution retroactively authorizing the County Mayor’s or County Mayor’s designee’s 
execution of the MOA, attached to the resolution as Exhibit A, between the HARBFD and 
Miami-Dade County on behalf of MDFR. It is also recommended that the Board authorize 
the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute amendments and exercise the 
modification and termination provisions contained therein, provided that any such 
amendments or modifications do not alter the purpose or cost of the MOA.  

Scope 
The scope of this item is countywide. 

Delegation of Authority 
The County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee is authorized to amend the MOA, and to 
exercise the modification and termination provisions contained therein, provided that any 
such amendments or modifications do not alter the purpose or cost of the MOA. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
Each party agrees to be responsible for their own costs as it relates to their training, including 
the cost of fuel.  Miami-Dade Airport Department will cover all training costs incurred by 
MDFR personnel under this MOA.  

Track Record/Monitor 
The Division Fire Chief or his/her designee will monitor this agreement for MDFR. 

Date: 

To: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

From: Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Resolution Retroactively Authorizing the County Mayor’s or County Mayor’s 
Designee’s Execution of a Memorandum of Agreement Between the Homestead 
Air Reserve Base Fire Department and Miami-Dade County on behalf of the 
Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Department  

February 6, 2024
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and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
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Background 
The MOA outlines the roles and responsibilities of the parties as it relates to the use of 
Miami-Dade Structural training facility and Homestead Air Reserve Base’s live aircraft fire 
training facility for the training of personnel.  The FAA issues regulations and prescribes 
standards for the training of aircraft rescue firefighters (ARFF) in certificated airports under 
Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 139 and requires all ARFF personnel to participate 
in at least one live-fire drill every 12 consecutive calendar months. This drill must include at 
least a pit fire with an aircraft mock-up, using enough fuel to provide a fire that simulates 
realistic fire conditions. MDFR conducts live-fire aircraft training twice a year and uses the 
HARBFD live aircraft fire training facility for same. HARBFD uses the Miami-Dade 
Structural training facilities for flashover training as well as their Confined Space training. 
The Parties individual training facilities do not provide optimal locations or environments for 
them to conduct all of their required trainings. 

HARBFD and MDFR trainings are consistent with NFPA standards and practices that are 
designed to improve fire safety. The following standards are specific to the trainings: 
NFPA1403 Standard on Live Fire Training Evolutions, NFPA 1003 Standard for Airport Fire 
Rescue and Fire Fighting Services Professional Qualification, and NFPA 405 Recommended 
Practices for Recurring Proficiency Training of an aircraft.  The trainings also comply with 
other applicable NFPA standards, FAA requirements, and fire service standards and 
practices. 

__________________________________ 
JD Patterson 
Interim Chief of Public Safety   
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Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney

February 6, 2024
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(E)(1)
2-6-24Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION RETROACTIVELY APPROVING THE TERMS 
OF AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR’S OR 
COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE’S EXECUTION OF A NO-
COST MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (“MOA”) 
BETWEEN HOMESTEAD AIR RESERVE BASE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT AND MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, THROUGH 
THE MIAMI-DADE FIRE RESCUE DEPARTMENT, 
AUTHORIZING USE OF THE PARTIES’ TRAINING 
FACILITIES FOR A THREE-YEAR TERM; AND 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY 
MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE AMENDMENTS TO THE 
MOA AND EXERCISE THE MODIFICATION AND 
TERMINATION PROVISIONS CONTAINED THEREIN, 
PROVIDED THAT ANY SUCH AMENDMENTS OR 
MODIFICATIONS DO NOT ALTER THE PURPOSE OR COST 
OF THE MOA  

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

County Mayor’s Memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

            Section 1.   Incorporates and approves the foregoing recital, as if fully set forth herein. 

Section 2.   Retroactively approves the terms of and authorizes the County Mayor’s or 

County Mayor’s designee’s execution of a no-cost Memorandum of Agreement (“MOA”), 

attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit A, between the Homestead Air Reserve Base 

Fire Department and Miami-Dade County, through the Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Department 

(“MDFR”). The MOA authorizes: (a) Homestead Air Reserve Base Fire Rescue personnel to use 

Miami-Dade Structural training facilities; and (b) Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Department personnel 

to use Homestead Air Reserve Base’s live aircraft fire training facility.  The term of the MOA shall 

be for three years. 
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Section 3.  Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute 

amendments to the MOA and exercise the modification and termination provisions contained 

therein, provided that such amendments or modifications do not alter the purpose or cost of the 

MOA.  

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 
Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 
Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 
Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 
Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 
Micky Steinberg 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 6th day of 

February, 2024.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the 

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Shanika A. Graves 
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Eileen Higgins

Anthony Rodriguez

aye
aye

aye
aye
aye
aye
aye
aye

aye
absent
aye
aye
aye

Basia Pruna
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8. LIABILITY RELEASE:
8.1. The parties fully understand and acknowledge that (a) there are dangers and risks of injury
or death that inherently exist in paiticipation in these pmticular activities; (b) participation in
such activities and/or use of such equipment may result in injury or illness including, but not
limited to, bodily injury, disease, strains, fractures, partial or total paralysis, other ailments that
could cause serious disability, or death; and (c) these risks and dangers may be caused by the
negligence of any person participating in the activities, and may arise from foreseeable or
unforeseeable causes.
8.2. The pa1ties fully understanding the inherent risks involved. Each party and its personnel
hereby release the other party and its personnel for any injuries, losses and/or damages,
including those caused solely or in part by the negligence of any other person. Fmthermore,
each party and its personnel agree to discharge and release, hold harmless, defend, and
indemnify the other party, its personnel, and its organizations and/or parent agencies, from any
and all claims, suits, or causes of action by others for bodily injury, property damage, or other
damages which may arise out of paiticipation in the activities set forth in this MOA, including
claims arising from any other patty's negligence. This release and hold harmless provision shall
be binding on all heirs, executors, administrators, creditors and assigns as if duly executed by
any or each of them.

9. LIST OF ATTACHMENTS: Not Applicable

For the Approving Authority for 
Homestead Air Reserve Base Fire Dept. 

For the Approving Authority for Miami-Dade 
County 

Digitally signed by 
PADGETT.JOSHUA.G PADGETT.JOSHUA.GARRET.111 
ARRET, 1117228475 t!�!,4�g23.10.10 16:38:45-04'00· 

JOSHUA G. PADGETT, Colonel, USAF Daniella Levine Cava 
Commander, 482d Fighter Wing Mayor or Mayor's Designee 

10 Oct 2023 

DATE 

MOA - HARB FD & MDFR 

DATE 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency. 
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JD Patterson
Chief of Preparedness 
and Forensics

for

1/2/2024
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