
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 8(O)(5)

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III  DATE: January 17, 2024 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution approving an 
County Attorney Interlocal Agreement between 

Miami-Dade County and the City 
of North Miami for the transfer 
of a portion of the City’s 
Biscayne Shores sewer service 
area to Miami-Dade County; and 
authorizing the County Mayor to 
execute same for and on behalf 
of Miami-Dade County and to 
exercise the provisions contained 
therein 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Water and Sewer Department and placed on the 
agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Micky Steinberg. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/ks 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This item seeks authorization from the Board of County Commissioners (“Board”) to enter into and 
execute an Interlocal Agreement (“Agreement”) between Miami-Dade County (“County”) and the City 
of North Miami (“City”) for the transfer of a portion of the City’s sewer service area to the County. 

The unincorporated area known as Biscayne Shores Neighborhood that consists of 168 parcels has been 
experiencing severe flooding after rain events, whic affected the integrity of the septic 
tanks in the neighborhood. Consequently, some residents of the Biscayne Shores 
Neighborhood seek to discontinue reliance on septic tanks in favor of establishing a 
connection to the sewer system. Importantly, although this Agreement facilitates the 
potential extension of sewer services to the Biscayne Shores Neighborhood by the County, it 
does not impose a commitment to do so.  

Upon the completion of the sewer service area transfer, the County intends to explore avenues for 
securing grants from federal and state programs, with the aim of mitigating the financial 
burden associated with the installation of the necessary public infrastructure. The City of North 
Miami also agrees to send written notices to the Biscayne Shores Neighborhood residents to inform 
them that they are going to be transferred to the County’s sewer service area only.   

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Board approve the attached resolution authorizing the County to enter into 
an Interlocal Agreement with the City for the transfer of a portion of the City’s sewer service area to 
the County.  A copy of the Agreement is attached hereto as Exhibit “1”.  

SCOPE:
The portion of Biscayne Shores, which is the subject of this Agreement, is comprised 168 parcels 
bounded by Biscayne Boulevard to the west, North Bayshore Drive to the east, NE 108 Street to the 
south, and NE 110 Terrace to the north (the “Biscayne Shores Neighborhood”) – and is located within 
Commission District 4, represented by Commissioner Micky Steinberg. A list identifying the 168 
properties and area map are attached to Exhibit 1, the Agreement, as Exhibits “A” and “B”. 

FISCAL IMPACT / FUNDING SOURCE: 
The County intends to pursue grant funding through federal and state programs to construct the 
necessary infrastructure to connect the Biscayne Shores Neighborhood to the County’s sewer system. 
These actions may defray the cost for the residents in the Biscayne Shores Neighborhood to connect to the 
County’s sewer infrastructure.  

Date:

To:

From: Daniella Levine Cava
Mayor

Subject: Resolution Approving and Authorizing Execution of an Interlocal Agreement Between the 
Miami-Dade County and the City of North Miami to Transfer a Portion of the City’s 
Biscayne Shores Sewer Service Area to Miami-Dade County

January 17

Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners
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TRACK RECORD/MONITOR: 
WASD Assistant Director of Planning and Regulatory Compliance James Ferguson, P.E. will oversee this 
Agreement.  

DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY:
Upon the Board’s approval, the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee will be authorized to execute 
the attached Agreement on behalf of the County and to exercise any and all provisions contained therein. 

BACKGROUND:
The residents of unincorporated Miami-Dade County who live in the neighborhood known as Biscayne 
Shores are within the City’s water and sewer services area. The portion of Biscayne Shores that is the 
subject of this Agreement is comprised of 168 parcels bounded by Biscayne Boulevard to the west, North 
Bayshore Drive to the east, NE 108 Street to the south, and NE 110 Terrace to the north. The City does not 
have any sewer infrastructure in the Biscayne Shore Neighborhood and does not have plans to develop 
sewer service in the area. The Biscayne Shore Neighborhood has a high groundwater table and has been 
experiencing severe flooding after rain events, which affected the integrity of the septic tanks in the 
neighborhood. Some residents of the Biscayne Shores Neighborhood would like to abandon their septic 
tanks and connect to a public sewer system. 

The County does not currently have sewer infrastructure in the Biscayne Shores Neighborhood and cannot 
guarantee a date certain by which sewer service will become available to the residents in the Biscayne 
Shores Neighborhood. Significantly, this Agreement gives the County the ability, but not the obligation, to 
extend sewer service into the Biscayne Shores Neighborhood.   

Once the sewer service area transfer is complete, the County intends to pursue possible grant 
funding through federal and state programs to assist with the cost to install the public infrastructure 
necessary to connect the Biscayne Shore Neighborhood to the County’s sewer system and to defray 
the costs the residents of the Biscayne Shores Neighborhood may have to incur in order to connect to the 
County sewer system. 

Once infrastructure has been installed and the residents in the Biscayne Shore Neighborhood are able to 
connect to the County’s sewer service system, the City agrees to assist the County with billing the Biscayne 
Shores Neighborhood residents for the sewer services in the area through the City water bills, and if 
necessary, through a separate Interlocal Agreement related to such billing.  

The City of North Miami agrees to send written notices to the Biscayne Shores Neighborhood residents to 
inform them that they are going to be transferred to the County’s sewer service area only.   

The City Council approved the Agreement on November 14, 2023, per Resolution No. 2023-R-207, which 
is attached hereto as Exhibit “2”.

___________________________________ 

Jimmy Morales
Chief Operations Officer 
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(O)(5)
1-17-24Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND THE CITY OF 

NORTH MIAMI FOR THE TRANSFER OF A PORTION OF THE 

CITY’S BISCAYNE SHORES SEWER SERVICE AREA TO 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY; AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY 

MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE 

SAME FOR AND ON BEHALF OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 

AND TO EXERCISE THE PROVISIONS CONTAINED 

THEREIN 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board hereby 

approves an Interlocal Agreement (the “Agreement”) between Miami-Dade County and the City 

of North Miami (the “City”), in substantially the form attached to the accompanying background 

memorandum as Exhibit 1, for the transfer of a portion of the City’s Biscayne Shores sewer 

service area to Miami-Dade County. This Board also authorizes the County Mayor or County 

Mayor’s designee to execute the Agreement for and on behalf of Miami-Dade County, Florida and 

to exercise the provisions contained therein. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner    

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  
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Danielle Cohen Higgins
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Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 

Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 

Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 

Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 

Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 

Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 

Micky Steinberg 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 17th day

of January, 2024.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after

the date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective 

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution 

and the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Sarah E. Davis 
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