
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 8(H)(1) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III  DATE: March 5, 2024
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution ratifying the 
County Attorney execution by the County Mayor 

of a Memorandum of Agreement 
between Miami-Dade County 
and the Miami Downtown 
Development Authority for the 
provision of funding for the 
construction of a dog spot within 
the First Street Metromover 
Station pursuant to section 2-9 
and 2-10 of the County Code; 
authorizing the County Mayor to 
execute same and exercise all 
provisions contained therein 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Department 
and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Eileen Higgins.  

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/jp 
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Executive Summary 
This item ratifies an executed Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between Miami-Dade County and 
the Miami Downtown Development Authority (DDA) for the provision of one hundred thousand 
dollars ($100,000.00) towards the construction of a dog facility on the ground level of the First Street 
Metromover Station. The dog facility (Dog Spot) will provide a location for nearby residents with 
dogs to provide safe place for pet relief, promote a cleaner downtown area, and sense of community 
among dog owners. Pursuant to Sections 2.9 and 2.10 of the Code of Miami-Dade County (Code), 
this Agreement is subject to ratification by the Board of County Commissioners (Board). The County 
and the DDA executed the agreement on April 11, 2023.  

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board approve the attached resolution ratifying the execution of an MOA 
(Attachment A) between Miami-Dade County and the DDA for the provision of $100,000.00 toward 
the construction of a Dog Spot at ground level of the First Street Metromover Station; authorizing the 
Mayor or Mayor’s designee to execute same and exercise all provisions contained therein. 

Scope 
The Project is located at the ground level of the First Street Metromover Station, 245 NE 1st Avenue, 
Folio No. 01-0100-000-0022. This property is located within County Commission District 5, 
represented by Commissioner Eileen Higgins. The dog facility (Dog Spot) will provide a location for 
nearby residents with dogs to provide safe place for pet relief, promote a cleaner downtown area, and 
sense of community among dog owners. 

Delegation of Authority 
The County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee shall have the authority to execute the Memorandum 
of Agreement and exercise all rights therein. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
This agreement results in a positive fiscal impact to the County of $100,000.00 towards the 
development of the First Street Metromover Station Dog Spot. 

Track Record/Monitor 
Angus Laney, PROS Chief of Budget will monitor the receipt of DDA funds towards the construction 
of this project. Joe Cornely, Assistant Director of the Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Department 
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Planning, Design and Construction Excellence Division will monitor the completion of design and 
construction of the Project. 

Background 
In coordination with Commission District 5, the Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Department 
(PROS), the Department of Transportation and Public Works (DTPW), and the DDA are partnering to 
provide a dog spot facility for community benefit. Due to limited locations for dog owners to bring their 
dogs for safe relief within the downtown area, the ground level of the First Street Metromover Station 
has been identified for the development of the Dog Spot facility. On August 26, 2022, an 
Interdepartmental Agreement between PROS and DTPW was executed for the development of a dog 
spot by PROS within the First Street Metromover station. The facility will include a fenced dog area, 
concrete walkways, park furniture, dog drinking fountain, lighting, dog waste station, signage, and 
landscaping. The dog spot will provide a location for nearby residents with dogs to provide safe place 
for pet relief, promote a cleaner downtown area, and sense of community among dog owners.  

The DDA Board of Directors approved Resolution No. 017/2019 related to the Annual Budget of the 
Miami Downtown Development Authority: Fiscal Year October 1, 2019 through September 30, 2020. 
This budget included the provision of $100,000.00 towards the development of the Dog Spot to be 
located within the DDA district. An MOA between Miami-Dade County and the DDA for funding was 
signed on April 11, 2023. 

The DDA contribution of $100,000.00 complements the cost of the design and construction of the Dog 
Spot, funded by the County. The Dog Spot project is currently under construction and is expected to be 
completed April 2024.  

Attachments 

Jimmy Morales 
Chief Operations Officer 
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(H)(1)
3-5-24Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE EXECUTION BY THE 
COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE OF A 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY AND THE MIAMI DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY FOR THE PROVISION OF FUNDING FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A DOG SPOT WITHIN THE FIRST 
STREET METROMOVER STATION  PURSUANT TO 
SECTION 2-9 AND 2-10 OF THE COUNTY CODE; 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY 
MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE SAME AND EXERCISE 
ALL PROVISIONS CONTAINED THEREIN 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, sections 2-9 and 2-10 of the Miami-Dade County Code permits the County 

Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to enter into contracts on behalf of the County with 

municipalities and other governmental units,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that:  

Section 1. Incorporates and approves the foregoing recital as if fully set forth herein. 

Section 2. This board ratifies the execution by the County Mayor or County Mayor’s 

designee of a Memorandum of Agreement authorized pursuant to sections 2-9 and 2-10 of the 

Code of Miami-Dade County, attached hereto and made part thereof as Attachment A to the 

County Mayor’s memorandum, with the Miami Downtown Development Authority for the 

provision of $100,000.00 towards the development of the dog spot within the First Street 

Metromover Station. 
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The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 
Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 
Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 
Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 
Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 
Micky Steinberg 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 5th day 

of March, 2024.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after 

the date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective 

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution 

and the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Melanie J. Spencer 
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Kionne L. McGhee

Marleine Bastien

aye
aye
aye
absent
aye
aye

aye
aye
aye
absent
aye

aye 
aye 
 
 
 
 
 

Basia Pruna 




