
MEMORANDUM
Substitute  
Agenda Item No. 8(E)(2) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III  DATE: February 21, 2024 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution approving a Mutual 
County Attorney Aid Agreement between Miami- 

Dade County, through the 
Miami-Dade Fire Rescue 
Department, and Homestead Air 
Reserve Base Fire Department 
for mutual emergency aid during 
catastrophic events, for a five-
year term and authorizes the 
parties to seek reimbursement for 
certain expenses and costs; and 
authorizing the County Mayor to 
execute the agreement and  
amendments as well as exercise 
the modification and termination 
provisions contained therein, 
provided that any such 
amendments are consistent with 
the purpose provided herein 

This substitute differs from the original item as stated in the Mayor’s memorandum. 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Fire Rescue Department and placed on the 
agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Juan Carlos Bermudez. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/jp 
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This substitute differs from the original in that it includes the executed Mutual Aid Agreement. 

SUMMARY 
This item seeks approval to execute a Mutual Aid Agreement (Agreement) between Miami-Dade County, 
through the Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Department (MDFR), and Homestead Air Reserve Base Fire 
Department (HARBFD). The Agreement authorizes MDFR and HARBFD to provide or receive 
emergency aid during certain catastrophic events.  The Agreement authorizes the parties to seek 
reimbursement for certain expenses and costs incurred while providing fire protection services to the 
other party. Miami-Dade Fire Rescue will seek to be reimbursed for same from all available sources. The 
Agreement shall be for a five-year term.   

RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) approve the attached resolution 
authorizing the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute the Agreement, attached thereto as 
Exhibit A, between Miami-Dade County, through MDFR, and HARBFD for emergency aid during 
catastrophic events. 

SCOPE 
This Agreement, attached to the resolution as Exhibit A, authorizes the provision of emergency aid during 
catastrophic events, manmade or natural, such as hurricanes, tornadoes, large structural fires and/or mass 
casualty incidents. The Agreement authorizes MDFR and HARBFD to provide or receive assistance 
during catastrophic events, when the impacted jurisdiction is unable to adequately address service needs 
due to the magnitude of such events. The Agreement also authorizes the parties to seek reimbursement 
from each other or other sources for costs incurred for services provided. Mutual aid shall not include 
ordinary events for which the responsible jurisdiction has determined it will not have adequate equipment 
and/or support. 

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE 
There is no fiscal impact to the County. 

TRACK RECORD/MONITOR 
The MDFR Fire Chief or the MDFR Fire Chief’s designee will monitor this Agreement. 

Date: 

To: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

From: Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Resolution Authorizing Execution of Mutual Aid Agreement between Miami-Dade 
County, through the Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Department, and Homestead Air 
Reserve Base Fire Department  

February 21, 2024
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Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
Page 2 

DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY 
Upon approval by the Board, the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee will have the authority to 
execute the Agreement and exercise the amendment and termination provisions contained therein, 
provided that any such amendments are consistent with the purpose provided herein.  

BACKGROUND 
HARBFD requested an agreement with Miami-Dade County that would be operative during certain 
emergencies or disasters that are too great for the impacted jurisdiction to address without assistance. 
MDFR and HARBFD agree to respond upon notification, if necessary, resources are available, and 
provide aid during a catastrophic event, manmade or natural, such as hurricanes, tornadoes, large 
structural fires and/or mass casualty incidents that, due to the magnitude of such event, poses a hardship 
on the impacted jurisdiction’s ability to respond with adequate service.  Mutual aid shall not include 
ordinary events for which the responsible jurisdiction has determined it will not have adequate equipment 
and/or support.  

Mutual aid assistance shall be requested by the MDFR Fire Chief or HARBFD Fire Chief or their 
designee. The Agreement further outlines the roles of the parties. 

_________________________________ 
James Reyes 
Chief of Public Safety  
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Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney

February 21, 2024

Substitute
8(E)(2)
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Substitute  
Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(E)(2) 
Veto __________ 2-21-24
Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, THROUGH THE MIAMI-
DADE FIRE RESCUE DEPARTMENT, AND HOMESTEAD AIR 
RESERVE BASE FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR MUTUAL 
EMERGENCY AID DURING CATASTROPHIC EVENTS, 
FOR A FIVE-YEAR TERM AND AUTHORIZES THE PARTIES 
TO SEEK REIMBURSEMENT FOR CERTAIN EXPENSES AND 
COSTS; AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 
COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE THE 
AGREEMENT AND  AMENDMENTS AS WELL AS EXERCISE 
THE MODIFICATION AND TERMINATION PROVISIONS 
CONTAINED THEREIN, PROVIDED THAT ANY SUCH 
AMENDMENTS ARE CONSISTENT WITH THE PURPOSE 
PROVIDED HEREIN

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the 

accompanying memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

Section 1.  Approves the foregoing recital, which is incorporated herein by reference. 

Section 2.  Approves the Mutual Aid Agreement, in substantially the form attached 

hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit A, between Miami-Dade County, through the Miami-

Dade Fire Rescue Department, and Homestead Air Reserve Base Fire Department for mutual 

emergency aid during catastrophic events, manmade or natural, such as hurricanes, tornadoes, 

large structural fires or mass casualty events. The agreement shall be effective for a five-year term. 

The Agreement authorizes the parties to seek reimbursement for certain expenses and costs 

incurred while providing fire protection services to the other party. Miami-Dade Fire Rescue will 

seek to be reimbursed for same from all available sources. 
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Section 3.  Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute the 

Mutual Aid Agreement and amendments thereto, as well as exercise the modification and 

termination provisions contained therein, provided that any such amendments or modifications are 

consistent with the purpose provided in section 2. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 
Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 
Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 
Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 
Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 
Micky Steinberg 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 21st day 

of February, 2024.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the 

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
   BY ITS BOARD OF 
   COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

   JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

   By:________________________ 
         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Shanika A. Graves 
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Juan Carlos Bermudez

Marleine Bastien 
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aye
aye
aye
absent
absent
aye

aye
absent
aye
absent
aye

Basia Pruna



EXHIBIT A
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