
Executive Summary 
This item is requesting that the Board of County Commissioners retroactively authorize the 
County Mayor or the County Mayor’s Designee to apply for, receive and expend funds from 
the Jorge M. Pérez Family Foundation at The Miami Foundation Pérez CreARTE Grant 
Program in the Amount of $100,000.00 for the African Heritage Cultural Arts Center and to 
execute all necessary agreements. The grant funding will be used to provide general 
operating support for the youth arts education programs at the African Heritage Cultural Arts 
Center. 

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) retroactively authorize 
the County Mayor or the County Mayor’s designee to apply for, receive and expend a grant 
in the amount of $100,000.00 from The Jorge M. Pérez Family Foundation at The Miami 
Foundation Pérez CreARTE grant program for the African Heritage Cultural Arts Center 
(AHCAC) and to execute all necessary agreements.  

Scope 
The African Heritage Cultural Arts Center (AHCAC) is located at 6161 NW 22nd Avenue, 
Miami, FL 33142 in District 3, represented by County Commissioner Keon Hardemon.  

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
This item will have a positive fiscal impact on the County of $100,000.00 as The Jorge M. 
Pérez Family Foundation at The Miami Foundation Pérez CreARTE grant program does not 
require matching funds.  

Delegation of Authority 
The County Mayor or Mayor’s designee is delegated the authority to execute the grant 
agreement and to take all actions to comply with the requirements of the grant agreement and 
the purpose for which the funds were granted to the County.  

Track Record/Monitor 
Marshall Davis manages the ongoing operations of the AHCAC and will oversee the 
implementation of the youth arts education programs and the use of the grant funds. The 
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Department team has a track record of successfully implementing grants received for arts 
education programs and services. 

Background 
The African Heritage Cultural Arts Center was formerly the Model City Cultural Arts Center 
which opened in 1975 with funding support from the Model City Program initiated by 
President Lyndon B. Johnson. This regional facility has served Liberty City and the adjacent 
communities for 45 years. Its campus of buildings includes a music building, a dance studio, 
a visual arts/classroom building, an art gallery and a black box theater, along with a 
complement of offices and necessary support spaces, reception area, and storage spaces, all 
of which are connected by a central courtyard area. 

The Department applied for and received from the Jorge M. Pérez Family Foundation at The 
Miami Foundation a Pérez CreARTE grant in the amount of $100,000.00. These grant funds 
will be used to provide general operating support for the youth arts education programs at the 
African Heritage Cultural Arts Center. 

The use of funds will widen and expand the reach of current art disciplines in music, dance, 
theatre, cinematography, digital arts and journalism, broaden the cultural and intellectual 
exchanges in student learnings, advance the Center's reputation regionally and nationally, 
introduce STEAM, fund scholarships, provide supplies to students who would not otherwise 
be able to access these programs, staff development, community engagement workshops and 
lectures, and bolster the Center's marketing over various forms of media. 

The AHCAC has a distinguished track record of improving the lives of families and children 
through the arts. A team of extraordinary teachers and artists is nurturing generations of 
children. AHCAC alumni are proof of their transformational impact; they include MacArthur 
Fellow and 2017 Oscar winner for Moonlight, Tarell Alvin McCraney and Robert Battle, 
Artistic Director of Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater. An epicenter of African American 
culture, the AHCAC has presented Dance Theater of Harlem, National Black Theater 
Company, and Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, as well as Eartha Kitt, Ossie Davis, 
Maurice Hines, and Melton Mustafa.  

________________________ 
Cathy Burgos, LCSW  
Chief Community Services Officer 

Attachment – Grant Agreement 
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4-16-24Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION RETROACTIVELY AUTHORIZING THE 
COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO 
APPLY FOR, RECEIVE AND EXPEND FUNDS FROM THE 
JORGE M. PÉREZ FAMILY FOUNDATION AT THE MIAMI 
FOUNDATION PÉREZ CREARTE GRANT PROGRAM IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $100,000.00 FOR THE AFRICAN HERITAGE 
CULTURAL ARTS CENTER, TO EXECUTE THE GRANT 
AGREEMENT AND OTHER DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO 
RECEIVE THE FUNDS, AND TO EXERCISE ALL 
PROVISIONS CONTAINED IN SUCH AGREEMENTS 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

County Mayor’s memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: this Board retroactively 

authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to:  (a) apply for, receive and expend 

funds from the Jorge M. Pérez Family Foundation at The Miami Foundation Pérez CreARTE Grant 

Program in the amount of $100,000.00 for the African Heritage Cultural Arts Center; (b) execute 

the grant agreement in substantially the form attached to the County Mayor’s memorandum and 

made a part hereof and any other documents necessary to receive the funds; and (c) to exercise all 

provisions contained in the grant agreement.   

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  
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Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 
Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 
Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 
Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 
Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 
Micky Steinberg 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 16th day 

of April, 2024.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the 

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Monica Rizo Perez 
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