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May 7, 2024

Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, Ill 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

From: Daniella Levine Cav j � . � 1A_ V -

Mayor � C\UutL-

Subject: Request for Additional Expenditure Authority for Forensic Odontology Services 

Summary 
This contract offers the Medical Examiner Department (ME) with the expertise necessary to carry out its 
mission to provide accurate and professional death investigation services to its residents and education, 
consultation, and research for local and national medical and law enforcement communities. ME is 
requesting additional expenditure authority and approval to adjust contract rates under this contract for 
the provision of Forensic Odontology Services. Through this contract, Dr. Richard R. Souviron provides 
evaluation of dental records and bite-marks to aid in the identification of human remains and criminal 
suspects; assists in determining causes of death; acts as an expert witness to provide testimony; 
maintains files; and conducts departmental educational programs. Dr. Souviron is one of the most 
recognized authorities in forensic dentistry in the United States and has served as Miami-Dade County's 
forensic odontologist for over 49 years. The adjusted rates, if approved, will be effective December 1, 
2023. The additional expenditure authority is for the current and the next option to renew terms. 

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) approve Supplemental Agreement 
No. 1 and authorize additional expenditure authority to Contract No. BW9162-2/25, Forensic Odontology 
Services, for the ME. The department is requesting $52,241 in additional expenditure authority to 
continue receiving the necessary services and authorization for a rate adjustment for the two, one-year 
renewals. 

The Board approved the award of this bid waiver contract on August 31, 2020, for a three-year term with 
two, one-year options to renew under Resolution No. R-846-20. The contract became effective on 
December 1, 2020, and is currently in the first renewal period. The ME uses this contract to purchase 
specialized forensic odontology services to aid in investigating crimes involving bite marks or requiring 
identification of unknown persons through dental examination. 

The contract was awarded with a firm and fixed monthly rate for the duration of the contract, including 
renewals. The reason for the monthly rate adjustment is to provide the vendor with an increase due to 
higher rates for professional services in forensic odontology and an increase in the number of cases 
requiring identification through odontology services. The current monthly rate was negotiated based on 
Dr. Souviron's rates under the prior contract. Based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI), the increase 
from December 2020 to October 2023 would have been 33 percent. Staff has negotiated a 22 percent 
increase for the current year and an additional not-to-exceed 3 percent increase based on the CPI for 
the next one-year renewal. 

Scope 
The impact of this item is countywide in nature. 

Delegated Authority 
The County Mayor or the County Mayor's designee will have the authority to execute the Supplemental 
Agreement and exercise all provisions therein. 
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Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 
Anthony Rodriguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Kevin Marino Cabrera 
Roberto J. Gonzalez 
Danielle Cohen Higgins 
Kionne L. McGhee 
Micky Steinberg 

Sen. Rene Garcia 
Keon Hardemon 
Eileen Higgins 
Raquel A. Regalado 

The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and adopted this 7th day of 

May, 2024. This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the date of 

its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon 

an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this Resolution and the filing 

of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency. 

Melanie J. Spencer

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By: 
----------

Deputy Clerk 
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Basia Pruna 
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