
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 11(A)(14) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III  DATE: September 4, 2024 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution ratifying the 
County Attorney Chairperson’s selection of  

Gerard Philippeaux as Executive 
Director of the Jay Malina  
International Trade Consortium 

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor 
Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 
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CLERK OF THE BOARD 

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

County Attorney

September 4, 2024
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 11(A)(14)
9-4-24Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE CHAIRPERSON’S 
SELECTION OF GERARD PHILIPPEAUX AS EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR OF THE JAY MALINA INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
CONSORTIUM 

WHEREAS, in 2002, this Board created and established the Jay Malina International 

Trade Consortium of Miami-Dade County (“ITC”) with the identified purpose of institutionalizing 

Miami-Dade County’s international trade and commerce activities; and 

WHEREAS, as an advisory board to this Board, the ITC is empowered to, among other 

duties, represent the County’s international trade interests and be an advocate for international 

trade at the local, state and federal level; expand and increase Miami International Airport’s airline 

and air service and the Port of Miami’s trade; promote the County as the gateway to the Americas; 

expand trade and commerce with markets in Latin America, Europe, Africa and Asia; and employ 

personnel to carry out the responsibilities and budget of the ITC; and 

WHEREAS, to better effectuate the ITC’s stated purpose and duties, Miami-Dade 

County’s Code of Ordinances (the “Code”) contemplates an Executive Director position which 

reports to both this Board and the ITC, and has authority to “administer the ITC’s activities” and 

“hire and terminate employees of the ITC”; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 2-1501 of the Code, the Executive Director of the ITC is 

also responsible for monitoring ITC expenditures, disbursements, and deposits, and 

recommending to this Board for approval contracts with agencies, corporations, persons, or other 

entities in amounts within the ITC’s approved budget to better facilitate the ITC’s purpose; and 
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WHEREAS, the Code also details the open and competitive process required to be 

completed before appointing and ratifying an ITC Executive Director, which includes: 

• Advertisement of the position by the County’s Human Resources Department and

the creation of a list of qualified applicants;

• Establishment of an Ad Hoc Executive Director Screening Committee appointed

by the Chairperson of this Board to screen and interview candidates;

• Recommendation of three top candidates for the Chairperson of this Board’s

consideration;

• Interview and selection of the ITC Executive Director from the slate proposed by

the Ad Hoc Screening Committee subject to ratification by a majority vote of this

Board; and

WHEREAS, as set forth in the memorandum attached to this resolution, and after a 

thorough process undertaken pursuant to section 2-1503(e) of the Code, the Chairperson of this 

Board has selected Gerard Philippeaux to serve as the Executive Director of the ITC, subject to 

ratification by a majority vote of members present by this Board; and 

WHEREAS, the Board wishes to ratify the Chairperson’s appointment of Gerard 

Philippeaux as Executive Director of the ITC, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Section 1. The foregoing recital clauses are approved and incorporated as if fully set 

forth herein. 

Section 2. This Board, by a majority vote of the Board members present, ratifies the 

Chairperson’s selection of Gerard Philippeaux as Executive Director of the ITC. 
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The Prime Sponsor of the foregoing resolution is Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III.  It was 

offered by Commissioner                                          , who moved its adoption.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner                                          and upon being put to a vote, the vote was 

as follows:  

Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 
Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 
Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 
Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 
Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 
Micky Steinberg 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day 

of September, 2024.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after 

the date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective 

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and 

the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
   BY ITS BOARD OF 
   COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

   JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

   By:________________________ 
         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Javier Zapata 
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Marleine Bastien

Raquel A. Regalado

aye
aye
aye
aye
aye
aye

aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
 
 

aye 
aye 
 
 
 
 
 

Basia Pruna 



Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III
District Office 
17988 NW 27th Avenue 
Miami Gardens, Florida 33056 

Downtown Office 
111 NW 1st Street 
Suite 220 
Miami, FL 33128 

Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert III, District 1 

Vice Chairman Anthony Rodríguez, District 10 

Commissioner Marleine Bastien, District 2 

Commissioner Keon Hardemon, District 3 

Commissioner Micky Steinberg, District 4 

Commissioner Eileen Higgins, District 5 

Commissioner Kevin Marino Cabrera, District 6 

Commissioner Raquel A. Regalado, District 7 

Commissioner Danielle Cohen Higgins, District 8 

Commissioner Kionne L. McGhee, District 9 

Commissioner Roberto J. Gonzalez, District 11 

Commissioner Juan Carlos Bermudez, District 12 

Senator René García, District 13 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: The Honorable Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman,  

and Members, Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: The Honorable Oliver G. Gilbert III, Chairman 
Board of County Commissioners, District 1 

DATE: August 27, 2024 

RE: Appointment of the Jay Malina International Trade Consortium Director 

Section 2-1503 of the Code of Miami-Dade County, Florida provides that the Chairperson of the 

Board of County Commissioners shall appoint the Executive Director of the Jay Malina 

International Trade Consortium (ITC) subject to ratification by a majority vote of the Board 

members present at the next regularly scheduled Board meeting after the selection. 

The Ad Hoc Executive Director Screening Committee (Screening Committee) comprised of five 

members of the Board appointed by the Chair has evaluated applicants for the position of 

Executive Director, including Gerard Philippeaux, who is currently serving as the 

Interim Executive Director of the ITC.  

After reviewing the slate of candidates presented by the Screening Committee, I have selected 

Gerard Philippeaux as the Executive Director of the ITC. 

Gerard Philippeaux has over twenty years of experience in public policy and governmental affairs, 

international relations and public administration. 

Mr. Philippeaux has served Miami-Dade County since 2002. His experience includes senior roles 

with the Board of County Commissioners, PortMiami and the International Trade Consortium. 
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During his tenure with the ITC, Mr. Philippeaux has managed a smooth transition, 

while overseeing day-to-day operations, and guiding staff to achieve the organization’s program 

goals. This includes multiple successful trade missions. Mr. Philippeaux has clearly 

demonstrated his ability to take on the duties of ITC Executive Director. 

C:  Honorable Daniella Levine Cava, Mayor 

 Geri Bonzon-Keenan, County Attorney  

 Gerald K. Sanchez, First Assistant County Attorney  

 Jess M. McCarty, Executive Assistant County Attorney  

 Basia Pruna, Director, Clerk of the Board 

 Adeyinka Majekodunmi, Commission Auditor 

 Theresa Therilus, Interim Chief, Office of Policy and Budgetary Affairs 
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