
MEMORANDUM
Agenda Item No. 8(H)(2) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez  DATE: February 4, 2025 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: Resolution ratifying, pursuant to 
County Attorney sections 2-9 and 2-10 of the Code 

of Miami-Dade County, Florida 
an Affiliation Agreement 
between Miami-Dade County 
and Florida International 
University Board of Trustees 
(FIU), for students to obtain 
clinical and other experiences at 
Zoo Miami; authorizing the 
County Mayor to exercise all 
rights contained therein; 
delegating to the County Mayor 
the authority to enter into future 
affiliation agreements for FIU 
students to participate in the 
program  

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Department 
and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor Vice Chairman Kionne L. McGhee and 
Co-Sponsor Senator René García. 

_______________________________ 
Geri Bonzon-Keenan        
County Attorney 

GBK/ks 
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Resolution No. R-122-25

OFFICIAL FILE COPY 
CLERK OF THE BOARD 

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA



Executive Summary 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (Board) ratify an Affiliation 
Agreement between the Florida International University Board of Trustees (FIU) and Miami-Dade 
County for FIU students to obtain required clinical and other experiences with Zoo Miami’s 
veterinarian and other staff. The term of the agreement is from December 1, 2024 to November 30, 
2025. The item also seeks authorization for the Mayor or the Mayor’s designee to enter into future 
Affiliation Agreements for FIU students to participate in the program. 

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners approve the attached resolution, 
pursuant to Section 2-9 and 2-10 of the Miami-Dade County Code, and ratify the execution of an 
Affiliation Agreement (Attachment A) with the Florida International University Board of Trustees 
(FIU) for FIU students to obtain required clinical and other experiences at Zoo Miami. This item 
also seeks authorization for the Mayor or the Mayor’s designee to enter into future Affiliation 
Agreements for FIU students to participate in receiving clinical experience observing Zoo Miami 
veterinarian and other staff in the care of the zoo’s animals, provided that such agreements have no 
fiscal impact to the County and have been approved as to form and legal sufficiency by the County 
Attorney’s Office. 

Scope 
Zoo Miami is located at 12400 SW 152 Street within County Commission District 9, which is 
represented by Vice Chairman Kionne L. McGhee, however, Zoo Miami is a facility of countywide 
significance. 

Delegation of Authority 
The County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee is authorized to execute the Agreement and 
exercise the termination provisions and all other provisions of the Agreement. This item also seeks 
authorization for the Mayor or the Mayor’s designee to enter into future Affiliation Agreements for 
FIU students to participate in receiving clinical experience observing Zoo Miami veterinarian and 
other staff in the care of the zoo’s animals, provide that such agreements have no fiscal impact to 
the County and have been approved as to form and legal sufficiency by the County Attorney’s 
Office.  

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
There is no additional fiscal impact to the County. The Zoo Miami veterinary animal care division 
is funded from the Zoo Miami annual budget. The FIU students receive training by observing Zoo 
Miami veterinary and other staff in animal care. 
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Track Record/Monitor 
Will Elgar, Zoo Miami Director, will monitor the Affiliation Agreement. 

Background 
The County and FIU desire to enter into an agreement so that the Zoo Miami Animal Health 
Division can offer a four-week clinical elective course designed to give medical students exposure 
to the field of veterinary medicine and promote the concept of One Health medicine. One Health 
medicine is an integrative and unified approach that aims to link and promote the health of people, 
animals, and ecosystems. This course aims to have FIU medical students explore and recognize the 
concept of one health medicine as it relates to zoological species, environment diversity, 
conservation efforts, disease risk and transmission, and antibiotic resistance.  

Students will develop an appreciation of the diversity of zoological species and the ability to 
understand the biology, welfare, and husbandry of each species and the risk of disease development. 
They will receive training in animal physical examination, pathophysiology, anesthesia, 
pharmacology, diagnostic imaging, and surgery. They will discuss weekly one health topics and 
then give a presentation to the zoo staff on a one health topic at the end of their rotation. In short, 
this course will strengthen collaborative and transdisciplinary approaches between the FIU Medical 
School and Zoo Miami, allowing for shared ideas and creating a relationship to better human, 
animal, and environmental health.  

Attachment 

_______________________ 
Jimmy Morales 
Chief Operating Officer 
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MEMORANDUM 
(Revised) 

TO: DATE: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

: SUBJECT:  Agenda Item No. 8(H)(2) 

Please note any items checked. 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised 

6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing 

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public 

hearing 

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget 

Budget required 

Statement of fiscal impact required 

Statement of social equity required 

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Mayor’s 

report for public hearing 

No committee review 

Applicable legislation requires more than a majority vote (i.e., 2/3’s 

present ____, 2/3 membership ____, 3/5’s ____, unanimous ____, 

majority plus one ____, CDMP 7 vote requirement per 2-116.1(3)(h) or

(4)(c) ____, CDMP 2/3 vote requirement per 2-116.1(3) (h) or (4)(c) 

____, CDMP 9 vote requirement per 2-116.1(4)(c) (2) _____) to approve

Current information regarding funding source, index code and available 

balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required 

FROM: 

_______ 

February 4, 2025



Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(H)(2)
2-4-25Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING, PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 2-9 
AND 2-10 OF THE CODE OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA AN AFFILIATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES (FIU), FOR 
STUDENTS TO OBTAIN CLINICAL AND OTHER 
EXPERIENCES AT ZOO MIAMI; AUTHORIZING THE 
COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S 
DESIGNEE TO EXERCISE ALL RIGHTS 
CONTAINED THEREIN; DELEGATING TO THE COUNTY 
MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE THE 
AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO FUTURE AFFILIATION 
AGREEMENTS FOR FIU STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE PROGRAM  

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

County Mayor’s memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

Section 1. Ratifies the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee’s execution of an 

Affiliation Agreement in substantially the form attached to the County Mayor’s memorandum as 

Attachment A, between Miami-Dade County and Florida International University Board of 

Trustees (FIU), for FIU students to obtain clinical and other experiences at the Miami-Dade 

County Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Department’s Zoo Miami, in accordance with 

sections 2-9 and 2-10 of the Code of Miami-Dade County, Florida.

Section 2. Authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to exercise all 

rights conferred therein of the Affiliation Agreement. 
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Section 3. Delegates to the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee the authority 

to enter into future Affiliation Agreements for FIU students to obtain clinical and other experiences 

at Zoo Miami, provided that such future Affiliation Agreements have no fiscal impact to the 

County and have been approved as to form and legal sufficiency by the County Attorney’s Office. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  

Anthony Rodriguez, Chairman  
Kionne L. McGhee, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René Garcia 
Oliver G. Gilbert, III Roberto J. Gonzalez 
Keon Hardemon Danielle Cohen Higgins 
Eileen Higgins Raquel A. Regalado 
Micky Steinberg 

The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day of 

February, 2025.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the 

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this Resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board.  

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:_____________________ 
 Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _____ 

Melanie J. Spencer 
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Marleine Bastien

Raquel A. Regalado

aye
aye
aye
aye
aye
aye

aye 
aye 
 
 
 
 
 

aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
 
 

Basia Pruna 
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