
MEMORANDUM 
Agenda Item No. 11(A)(17)

TO: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez DATE: January 22, 2025 

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Geri Bonzon-Keenan      SUBJECT: Resolution urging the Florida 

County Attorney Legislature to impose limits 

on the service fee charges 

imposed by financial 

institutions or credit card 

companies for the use of 

credit cards or debit cards for 

payments made to local 

governmental entities  

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime Sponsor 

Commissioner Raquel A. Regalado. 

_______________________________ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan      

County Attorney 

GBK/ks 
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MEMORANDUM 
(Revised) 

TO: DATE: Honorable Chairman Anthony Rodriguez
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

: SUBJECT:  Agenda Item No. 11(A)(17)

Please note any items checked. 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised 

6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing 

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public 

hearing 

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget 

Budget required 

Statement of fiscal impact required 

Statement of social equity required 

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Mayor’s 

report for public hearing 

No committee review 

Applicable legislation requires more than a majority vote (i.e., 2/3’s 

present ____, 2/3 membership ____, 3/5’s ____, unanimous ____, 

majority plus one ____, CDMP 7 vote requirement per 2-116.1(3)(h) or

(4)(c) ____, CDMP 2/3 vote requirement per 2-116.1(3) (h) or (4)(c) 

____, CDMP 9 vote requirement per 2-116.1(4)(c) (2) _____) to approve

Current information regarding funding source, index code and available 

balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required 

FROM: 

_______ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan

County Attorney 

January 22, 2025
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Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 
Veto __________ 
Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION URGING THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE TO 
IMPOSE LIMITS ON THE SERVICE FEE CHARGES IMPOSED 
BY FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS OR CREDIT CARD 
COMPANIES FOR THE USE OF CREDIT CARDS OR DEBIT 
CARDS FOR PAYMENTS MADE TO LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES  

WHEREAS, many County residents use their credit cards or debit cards to make payments 

to local governmental entities for financial obligations such as taxes, utility payments, license fees, 

fines or civil penalties; and 

WHEREAS, section 215.322 of the Florida Statutes authorizes such governmental entities 

“to accept payment by use of credit cards, charge cards, and bank debit cards for financial 

obligations that are owing to such unit of local government and to surcharge the person who uses 

a credit card, charge card, or bank debit card in payment of taxes, license fees, tuition, fines, civil 

penalties, court-ordered payments, or court costs, or other statutorily prescribed revenues an 

amount sufficient to pay the service fee charges by the financial institution, . . . or credit card 

company for such services. . .”; and  

WHEREAS, the amount of such service fee charges can represent a hardship to County 

residents already struggling to make payments for financial obligations such as tax and utility 

payments; and 

WHEREAS, imposing a limit on such service fee charges would allow governmental 

entities to continue to accept credit card and debit card payments, while also providing much 

needed financial relief to County residents; and 
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 WHEREAS, fees associated with these charges are related to risk, a distinction should be 

made between credit and debit, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board: 

Section 1. Urges the Florida Legislature to impose limits on the service fee charges 

imposed by financial institutions or credit card companies for the use of credit cards or debit cards 

for payments made to local governmental entities. 

Section 2. Directs the Clerk of the Board to transmit a certified copy of this resolution 

to the Governor, the Florida Senate President, the Florida House Speaker, and the Members of the 

Miami-Dade County State Legislative Delegation. 

Section 3. Directs the County’s state lobbyists to advocate for the action described in 

section 1 above and authorizes and directs the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs to amend the 

2025 State Legislative Package to include this item. 

The Prime Sponsor of the foregoing resolution is Commissioner Raquel A. Regalado. 

It was offered by Commissioner            , who moved its adoption.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner               and upon being put to a vote, the vote 

was as follows:  

Anthony Rodriguez, Chairman 
Kionne L. McGhee, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 
Oliver G. Gilbert, III Roberto J. Gonzalez 
Keon Hardemon Danielle Cohen Higgins 
Eileen Higgins Raquel A. Regalado 
Micky Steinberg 
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Danielle Cohen Higgins

Kionne L. McGhee

aye
aye
aye
absent
aye
aye

aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
aye 
 
 

aye 
aye 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 22nd day 

of January, 2025.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the 

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only 

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution and the 

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
   BY ITS BOARD OF 
   COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 
         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Jorge Martinez-Esteve 
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Basia Pruna 
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